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COMMISSIONER BRIEFING

SEPTEMBER 22, 2026 (ADDENDUM)
BUILDING CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
GOVERNMENT CENTER SANITARY PLUMBING REPAIRS
BRUCE HEITKAMP, ADMINISTRATOR

Topic:
The Nobles County Government Center has experienced multiple issues with sanitary sewer plumbing
failures. A very recent failure has County Administration searching for a long-term remedy.

Discussion:

The Nobles County Government Center is commonly recognized in two segments: 9" Street Side and
10" Street Side. The 10" Street Side sanitary plumbing has experienced multiple sanitary sewer
failures within the past few years. Several different remedies have been attempted but public
restrooms and other plumbing fixtures have been shut down on multiple occasions.

A recent sanitary sewer failure occurred the week of September 14, 2026. Nobles County Maintenance
had two firms investigate the issue. It was identified the sewer line routed through the Nobles County
Garage (Gov. Center) has sagged, which stops the flow (fall).

Administration is seeking quotes for the repair and is asking the Commissioners to acknowledge the
need for this project and to approve the low quote. Again, multiple quotes are being sought to cut and
excavate the flawed line to ensure the appropriate fall to restore sanitary service. Will the
Commissioners acknowledge the need for this repair, for the County Administrator or Board Chair to
approve the required quote, and to fund this repair through the “Building Fund”.

Options:
- Authorize the need for quotes to repair the Government Center sanitary sewer lines and
for the Administrator or Board Chair to approve the required quote, or
- Do not authorize

Recommendation:

The Government Center restrooms and other plumbing facilities are currently inoperable. They have
been inoperable at a different occasion for multiple weeks. Administration is asking for authorization to
obtain the required solicitation of quotes and to ensure the appropriate repair to find a long-term
resolution to restore the Government Center’s sanitary sewer services.
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