
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County met in regular session on Tuesday, June 2nd, 2026 at the 

Government Center, in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  
The following Commissioners attended: Robert S. Demuth, Bob Paplow, Gene Metz, Chris Dybevick &Justin 

Ahlers 
County Commissioner Demuth called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
1.0 Call to Order 
2.0 Pledge of Allegiance 
3.0 Approval of Agenda 
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
4.0 Recognition 
4.1 Visitors and Guests Welcome 
5.1 May 19th, 2026 Regular Board Meeting 

Attachments: 
May 19th, 2026 Draft Minutes 

5.2  Meetings and Conferences – Travel Expenses 
Attachments: 
Expenses paid May 29th, 2026 

5.3 Auditor’s & Commissioner’s Warrants 
Attachments: 
Accounts Payable Summary 
Auditor’s Warrants 
Vendors paid totaling more than $2,000 

5.4 Amendment of Crime Victim Services Grant Agreement 
5.5 Housing Support Agreements – Group Settings 2026-2027 Renewals 
5.6 Housing Support Agreements – Community Settings 2026-2027 Renewals 
5.7 Nobles & Jackson County J.D. No. 9 – 2025 Repairs, Pay Application #1 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
6.0 Public Hearings  
6.1 Nicholas & Alexis Newman Parcel 17-0018-000 (Ahlers Recused Himself from Voting) 
Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Nicholas & Alexis Newman Parcel 17-0018-000 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Nicholas & Alexis Newman Parcel 17-0018-000 – Resolution 2025620 (Action) 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Metz, Gene and seconded by Demuth, Robert S., it was duly passed to open the Property Tax Abatement 
for Nicholas & Alexis Newman Parcel 17-0018-000.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property 
Tax Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Metz, Gene and seconded by Paplow, Bob it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202620 approving tax 
abatement to Nicholas & Alexis Newman Parcel 17-0018-000 – Resolution 202620 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 
469.1813 



7.0 Department Presentations 
7.1  C.U.P 06-2026 – Mitchell Cox, Adrian, Mn 
Mitchell Cox - Adrian, MN a request for an expansion of their current feedlot facility. The expansion includes construction 
of a 66' x 423' deep pit cattle barn, and an increase in AU (animal units) for a total of 1,500 AU. Public Hearing is required 
under Section 725.12 #1 Conditional use permits will be required when an existing feedlot is expanded over total 
operation of 1,000 animal units. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to Approve Mitchell Cox C.U.P 06-2026 of Adrian, MN for Deep Pit Cattle Barn. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
7.2 (A)  2026 City of Brewster Parade Permit – Brewster Fun Days 
The City of Brewster is applying for a parade permit to celebrate Brewster Fun Days to be held on Saturday, July 11, 2026 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Board policy requires that the permit be approved by the county board to close a county 
highway for a parade or special event. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to Approve “Brewster Fun Days” Parade Permit for the City of Brewster. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
7.2 (B)  2026 City of Dundee Parade Permit – Dundee Nothing Days 
The City of Dundee is applying for a parade permit to celebrate Dundee Nothing Days to be held on Saturday, July 25, 
2026 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Board policy requires that the permit be approved by the county board to close a 
county highway for a parade or special event. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to Approve “Dundee Nothing Days” Parade Permit for the City of Dundee. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
7.2 (C) 2026 City of Ellsworth Parade Permit – Family Fun Days 
The City of Ellsworth is applying for a parade permit to celebrate Family Fun Days to be held on Saturday, June 27, 2026 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Board policy requires that the permit be approved by the county board to close a county 
highway for a parade or special event. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to Approve “Dundee Nothing Days” Parade Permit for the City of Dundee. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
7.3 (D) MnDOT Detour Agreement – US Hwy 59 Bridge Replacement 
MnDOT will be replacing a bridge (box culvert) on US Hwy 59 north of Worthington. To facilitate the construction, 
MnDOT will need to temporarily detour traffic onto our paved county road system. MnDOT is proposing a detour on our 
CSAH 16, CSAH 1, and CSAH 14. Work is scheduled to begin later this summer, starting August 17 and is expected to be 
completed and open to traffic by October 2. MnDOT utilizes a formula to compensate the County that is based on the 
amount of actual use on our county roadways. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to Approve the Detour Agreement with MnDOT. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Ahlers, Justin 

  



8.0 Administration Presentations 
8.1 Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Joint Powers Agreement 
The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity (WIOA) Act Joint Powers Agreement has been in place since the 
implementation of the Workforce Investment Act.  In order for the local Workforce Service Area to continue to receive 
WIOA financial resources and to deliver programs designated in the WIOA law (Adult, Dislocated Worker, Youth and 
universal services); the associated 14 counties are requested to take action to approve the Joint Powers Agreement.  The 
Southwest Minnesota Private Industry Council has requested the agreement to be adopted to remain in compliance with 
the WIOA requirements. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to Approve the JPA so the Local Workforce Service Area may continue to receive WIOA financial 
resources and be able to deliver the desired programming. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
8.2 Suggested Addition of a Jail Economics Committee 
The topic of County Jail economics and Regional Jail Studies are circulating around Minnesota.  It was suggested that 
Nobles County start a Jail Committee to investigate jail services and economics involving the County and possible 
neighboring partners.  Perhaps collaborative efforts with other counties will create a jail system without financial 
disparities. Jail services and related costs are historically much higher for host-jail counties than neighboring counties 
without jails (those being served by the host-jail county). This is true throughout Minnesota. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to Act to create a Jail Economics Committee in coordination with the Nobles County Sheriff and other 
participants. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Ahlers, Justin 
8.3 Ellis & Eastern – Buffalo Ridge Regional Rail Authority – Support Letter 
The Statewide Affordable Housing Aid (SAHA) has historically been utilized by the Board in a 75% use by Rebuild Together 
Minnesota and 25% use by Community Services. Rebuild together Minnesota uses the SAHA funds to leverage other 
funds in an effort to improve local homes and keep people within their homes for a longer duration. Community Services 
has utilized their remaining SAHA funds to aid other housing related emergencies. Staff are making the recommendation 
to offer Rebuild Together Minnesota funding but in a 2026 - 50%/50% share, or $24,921.00 to each organization. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to act to direct staff to forward a Board Chair-signed letter of support to supplement Ellis & Eastern’s 
(on behalf of BRRRA) CRISI Grant Application. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
8.4 Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water Association Joint Powers Agreement 
The Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water Association and their legal team are proposing a  $43,273,000.00 project.  The 
associated project-oriented Joint Powers Agreement is offered so member counties can acknowledge their allotted 
portion of potential project-cost liabilities. similar Joint Powers Agreement was passed in 2025 to acknowledge this 
project.  This project is proposed in three phases.  The Joint Powers Agreement proposed today acknowledges updated 
costs and each counties allotted ratio of project-cost liabilities.  Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water (LPRW) is the beneficiary 
of the project and it is planned that they will pay off the associated bonds.  If in some capacity LPRW cannot pay the 
bonds, then each member county of the LPRW system would be responsible for their ratio of the bonds.  Nobles County’s 
ratio of bonds is 16.5%. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water’ Joint Powers Agreement. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 

  



8.5 B.R.R.R.A – Replenishing the Treasury Account with FEMA Proceeds 
Nobles County and Rock County are joint powers partners in the operations of the Buffalo Ridge Regional Rail Authority 
(BRRRA).  The BRRRA has an operational treasury account that Rock County manages.  The BRRRA treasury account is 
expected to take on some additional expenses in 2026 and the resulting balance may get lower than the Board would 
wish. The BRRRA Board discussed the $18,412.83 current balance within the BRRRA Treasury.  There have been recent 
travel expenses due to FEMA testimony and other federal appropriation requests.  Additional expenses may be realized 
due to an upcoming Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvement (CRISI) grant (travel, etc.).     Each county is 
expected to be refunded the $450,000.00 of FEMA reimbursements due to previous flood events and damages.  It was 
suggested during the recent BRRRA meeting that each county be reimbursed $440,000.00 of FEMA funds and leave the 
remaining $10,000.00 in the BRRRA treasury account. 
Voting 
It was passed 4-1 to acknowledge $440,000.00 of FEMA reimbursements from Rock County and leave $10,000.00 in the 
BRRRA treasury account. 
For: Dybevick, Demuth, Paplow & Metz 
Against: Ahlers 
9.0 Inter-Agency Reports 
9.1 Committee & Board Reports 
Commissioner, District 1, Justin Ahlers: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 2, Gene Metz: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 3, Bob Paplow: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 4, Robert S. Demuth: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 5, Chris Dybevick: Solid Waste Meeting Update. 
Attorney, Braden Hoefert: No Report. 
Administration, Bruce Heitkamp: Project Updates. 
9.2 Correspondence 
9.3 Calendar  
10.0 Other / Future Business 
Power On Midwest Open House – Thursday, June 4th, 2026  
10 – 12 p.m. Worthington Event Center, Worthington, MN 
AMC District 8 Meeting – Thursday, June 11th, 2026  
8:00 a.m. Pipestone Country Club, Pipestone, MN 
County Board of Review – Tuesday, June 16th, 2026  
6:00 p.m. Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
Board Meeting – Tuesday, June 23rd, 2026  
9:00 a.m. Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
11.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting @ 10:15 a.m. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
    

 
 
 

 

 

 Nobles County Board Chair     Nobles County Administrator  


