


“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

“Looking Forward with Purpose”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING

MAY 27, 2026
NOBLES COUNTY INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
2026 SUMMER INTERN INTRODUCTIONS
SOUTHWEST MN PRIVATE INDUSTRY COUNCIL

Topic:

The Nobles County Board of Commissioners are sponsoring the Nobles County Internship
Program this year. The 2026 Interns will be present during the Work Session to introduce
themselves and where they’ll be working this summer.

Information:

The Southwest Minnesota Private Industry Council (SWMNPIC) was contracted to place
college students from Nobles County with Nobles County employers for 2026 summer
internships. A total of fifteen (15) internships is the program’s capacity. A participation report
will be available during the Work Session.

These internships have started or will start very soon. It is the mission of this program to
introduce the students to local opportunities and to assist workforce shortages within Nobles
County. Any unutilized Nobles County internship funds will be refunded at the end of 2025.

The Summer Interns will return at the end of their internships for a reception with the Nobles
County Commissioners. A presentation manual was offered to explain the 2025 Program.
The Southwest Minnesota Private Industry Council is proving to be wonderful partners for
administering to this program and other workforce opportunities.

Options:
e Recognize and acknowledge the Interns and the SWMNPIC staff

e Obtain information and ask questions relating to summer internship placements

Recommendation:
It is recommended the Commissioners meet the Interns and ask them questions relevant to
the roles they’ll fill throughout the summer.
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INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
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“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

“Looking forward with purpose.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING

MAY 27th, 2026 WORK SESSION
BOARD MEETING PRESENTATION
DRAINAGE SYSTEM UPDATE - PROJECTS AND IMPROVEMENTS
LORETTA HALBUR & MATT LARSON

Topic:
The Commissioners will receive an update of ongoing events related to the varied drainage
ditch systems administered by the Nobles County Drainage Coordinator.

Discussion:

Drainage system maintenance and improvements are now a normal part of county activities.
The Commissioners have requested monthly updates regarding events involving the drainage &
ditch system. Commissioners utilize the update to offer questions and to stay abreast of future
ditch procedures and expenses.

Options:
1.) Obtain the Drainage Coordinator update and engage in discussion to further knowledge

2.) Offer directive advice, if items are identified

Recommendation:

Administration recommends the Commissioners obtain information from the Drainage
Coordinator. This will offer the Commissioners knowledge regarding the ongoing ditch-system
activities. Planning for additional resources or directive advice can respectively take place if
an opportunity arises.



















“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

“Looking Forward with Purpose”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING

MAY 27, 2026
NOBLES COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA EXTENSION PROGRAM
PRESENTED BY:
SANDY AHLBERG AND OTHER MASTER GARDENERS

Topic:
The Nobles County Master Gardeners request time to educate the Commissioners in regards to their
efforts to feed low-income individuals and to explain their resource needs.

Discussion:

The Nobles County Master Gardeners have partnered with area volunteer agencies, such as Prairie
Rehab & Fitness in Worthington, to plant and maintain a 400 sq. ft. “Giving Garden”. Volunteers grow
cabbage, kohlrabi, cilantro, cucumbers, green beans, onions, tomatoes, and a variety of peppers;
yielding an annual harvest of more than 300 Ibs.

This fresh produce is then donated to two local food pantries serving low-income families: the Manna
Food Pantry and Worthington Christian Church Food Shelf. The location of the Giving Garden offers
visual-progress of this food source. It also offered community marketing to illustrate the importance
of contributing to local food banks. The Master Gardener Volunteer Program is offered through the
University of Minnesota Extension Office.

Options:
e Commissioners can engage in discussion and offer questions; and/or

o Staff directives can be offered as a result of the presentation
e No Board Action is possible during the Work Session

Recommendation:
Administration recommends the Commissioner review the presentation and participate with
discussion and addressing question and/or concerns.




“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

“Looking Forward with Purpose”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING

MAY 27, 2026
SPECIAL PRESENTATION - POWER ON MIDWEST
ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION PROJECT
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Topic:

PowerOn Midwest is offering information sessions throughout the region. Renewable energy projects
and a new 765kV electric power transmission line is being proposed and introduced. This topic
relates to a Special Presentation offered to the Board of Commissioners during this Work Session.

Discussion:

Electric needs continue. Traditional ways of supplying electricity, like coal plants, are being replaced
with renewable options. The Presentation will offer additional information relating to industry changes
and needs to satisfy electric demand in the future. Future open houses will likely be referenced. An
attachment is offered for additional information.

Options:
e Commissioners can engage with the discussion by offering questions and concerns

¢ No Board Action is possible today

Recommendation:
Administration recommends the Commissioner review the Presentation and participate with
discussion and addressing question and/or concerns.
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Utility team
Great River Energy | ITC Midwest | Xcel Energy
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overview








































































Connect with us

More information

For additional project information,
please visit our website.
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( ) PowerOnMidwest.com

><] Connect@PowerOnMidwest.com Q, 888-283-4678
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Thank You











Bruce Heitkamp
Highlight
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