
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County met in regular session on Tuesday, April 21st, 2026 at the 
Government Center, in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  

The following Commissioners attended: Robert S. Demuth, Bob Paplow, Gene Metz, Chris Dybevick &Justin 
Ahlers 

 
County Commissioner Demuth called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
1.0 Call to Order 
2.0 Pledge of Allegiance 
3.0 Approval of Agenda 
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Ahlers, Justin 
4.0 Recognition 
4.1 Visitors and Guests Welcome 
5.1 April 7th, 2026 Regular Board Meeting 

Attachments: 
April 7th, 2026 Draft Minutes 

5.2  Meetings and Conferences – Travel Expenses 
Attachments: 
Expenses paid April 17th, 2026 

5.3 Auditor’s & Commissioner’s Warrants 
Attachments: 
Accounts Payable Summary 
Auditor’s Warrants 
Vendors paid totaling more than $2,000 

Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
6.0 Department Presentations  
6.1 (A) Proposed Data Center Text Amendment 
Proposed text amendment to the Nobles County Planning and Zoning Ordinance to include Data Centers as a Conditional 
Use in the Agricultural Preservation area of the County. First public hearing was held on February 4, 2026 and a 30-day 
comment period was opened. The 30-day public comment period ended resulting in 1146 comments from 971 people. 
The Planning Commission was provided copies of all the public comments submitted. A second public hearing was held 
on April 8, 2026 at the Memorial Auditorium with over 300 people in attendance. Public testimony was heard both for 
and against the proposed text amendment. 

  



6.1 (B) Proposed Data Center Text Amendment & Zoning Decision Board of Commissioner Options – Flaherty & 
Hood Advice 

Nobles Environmental Services’ Kathy Henderschiedt brief serves as receipt of the Planning Commission’s efforts. 
Statistics and history are provided within which illustrates the fine work and/or difficult decisions offered by that 
Commission, consultants, and our staff. A Planning Commission recommendation is offered to not change Nobles 
County’s existing ordinance. Flaherty & Hood, P.A. represents Nobles County for data center legal advice. They are aware 
of the recent Planning Commission’s decision. As a result, Flaherty & Hood authored the attached memorandum which 
offers the Commissioners advice relating to the current zoning topic. 
Voting 
It was duly passed 3-2 to  Uphold the Planning Commission’s recommendation without pursuing alternatives. 
For: Metz, Paplow & Ahlers 
Against: Demuth & Dybevick 
6.2  Assistant Highway Maintenance Superintendent 
By creating this position multiple needs are addressed and efficiently provided for. The proposed position was developed 
to fill key gaps in the organization for (1) highway maintenance, (2) highway engineering, and (3) county ditch. From a 
budget standpoint, allocation in 2026 has been made through the county ditch fund and highway fund to support this 
position. The job description was reviewed and evaluated by George Gmach who assigned it 332 job points. This position 
falls within pay grade 14 and qualifies as non-exempt under Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA). 
Voting 
It was duly passed to table till the next board after if go back to Public Work Advisory Committee for further comments. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Gene 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
6.3  Nobles County Opioid Settlement Funds Request for Proposals for Opioid Settlement Funding 
Project Morningstar is a non-clinical sober living housing facility geared towards transitioning residents back into society 
with sustained sobriety, improved mental and physical health, enhanced social skills, and increased independence 
through structure and support while gaining life skills. Target Priority includes Treatment  
Application OFP-2026.03 for Project Morningstar is a request of $19,820.00 for funding to cover the upfront costs of new 
residents, education courses, and drug testing supplies. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to Approve Application OFP-2026.03 for $19,820.00. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
7.0 Public Hearing 
7.1 Marco Ramos 
Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Marco Ramos Parcel 31-1068-080 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Marco Ramos Parcel 31-1068-080 – Resolution 2025617 (Action) 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Paplow, Bob and seconded by Ahlers, Justin, it was duly passed to open the Property Tax Abatement for 
Marco Ramos Parcel 31-1068-080.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Ahlers, Justin and seconded by Metz, Gene, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property Tax 
Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Metz, Gene and seconded by Paplow, Bob it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202617 approving tax 
abatement to Marco Ramos Parcel 31-1068-080 – Resolution 2025617 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 

  



8.0 Inter-Agency Reports 
8.1 Committee & Board Reports 
Commissioner, District 1, Justin Ahlers: Legislative Hearing Bond. 
 
Commissioner, District 2, Gene Metz: AMC Board Update. 
 
Commissioner, District 3, Bob Paplow: Library Update. 
 
Commissioner, District 4, Robert S. Demuth: No Report. 
 
Commissioner, District 5, Chris Dybevick: Historical Society  Update. 
 
Attorney, Braden Hoefert: No Report. 
 
Administration, Bruce Heitkamp: Project Updates. 
8.2 Correspondence 
8.3 Calendar  
9.0 Other / Future Business 
Work Session – Wednesday, April 29th, 2026  
8:30 a.m. Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
Board Meeting – Tuesday, May 5tht, 2026  
9:00 a.m. Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
10.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting @ 9:43 a.m. 
Moved by: Ahler, Justin 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
    

 
 
 

 

 

 Nobles County Board Chair     Nobles County Administrator  


