BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

315 Tenth Street
P.O. Box 757
Worthington, MN 56187-0757

Phone: 507-295-5201
Fax: 507-372-8363
commissioner@co.nobles.mn.us

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

“Looking forward with purpose”

MEETING NOTICE

NOBLES COUNTY BOARD WORK SESSION
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29th, 2026 AT 8:30 A.M.
NOBLES COUNTY GOVERNEMENT CENTER

COMMISSIONER BOARD ROOM

Proposed Agenda

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Drainage Systems Update

3. Rebuild Together Minnesota Update & Future Collaborations
4. CEDA Child Care Project Update

5. Other / Future Meeting

Board Meeting — Tuesday, May 5™, 2026
9:00 a.m. Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MM



“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

“Looking forward with purpose.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING

APRIL 29th, 2026 WORK SESSION
BOARD MEETING PRESENTATION
DRAINAGE SYSTEM UPDATE - PROJECTS AND IMPROVEMENTS
LORETTA HALBUR, DRAINAGE SYSTEM COORDINATOR

Topic:
The Commissioners will receive an update of ongoing events related to the varied drainage ditch
systems administered by the Nobles County Drainage Coordinator.

Discussion:

Drainage system maintenance and improvements are now a normal part of county activities.
The Commissioners have requested monthly updates regarding events involving the drainage
& ditch system. Commissioners utilize the update to offer questions and to stay abreast of
future ditch procedures and expenses.

Options:
1.) Obtain the Drainage Coordinator update and engage in discussion to further knowledge

2.) Offer directive advice, if items are identified

Recommendation:

Administration recommends the Commissioners obtain information from the Drainage
Coordinator. This will offer the Commissioners knowledge regarding the ongoing ditch-system
activities. Planning for additional resources or directive advice can respectively take place if
an opportunity arises.
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UPDATE

Loretta Halbur

Nobles County Drainage Coordinator
04-29-2026




DEVELOPMENTS




SUMMIT LAKE SOLAR FARM Summit Lake Solar

Farm area

* Area affects CD 11,JD 11B, and JD 8 Lioe R

* PUC Hearing was April 6 with an Administrative Law . =
Judge presiding over the hearing. = o= ¢ |
* ALJ makes her report late spring = | e |

* PUC Commission makes permit decision this summer

* Overall, the PUC’s environmental review and draft A \ ‘I &
permit adequately accommodate the affected
drainage systems. . + M

reroute/abandonment petition once they receive their

: : | | |
* Geronimo Power plans to pursue their | 7 \* \ 0 Sa J
PUC permit

Proposed Data Center



JUDICIAL DITCH 8

* Judicial Ditch 8 is showing signs of
weakness after multiple flooding events in

the past 10 years - detailed feasibility study

needed
* Ditch banks are weakening along Hwy 59

* More landowners reporting “slow flow” on tile
lines

* Other considerations

Perkins/Lopez bridge replacement soon

Hwy 59 resurface and bridge replacementin
~2033 or 2034

Judicial Ditch 8 would be greatly impacted the
proposed data center

* ~48,000-49,000 LF of tile
e Sizerange from 6” upto 15”




Nobles
Drainage Systems
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Nobles County
Judicial Ditch 8
Overall Watershed
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County Ditch System
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Elk Creek

Judicial Ditch 8 Open Ditch
“Perennial Drainage Ditch”
Altered Watercourse
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Elk Creek (07100001-654)
WRAPS Protection
Priority A (highest priority)

Watershed
Restoration
And
Protection
Strategies

Developed by MPCA,
DNR, BWSR, MDA, MDH
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JUDICIAL DITCH 8

* Data Center AUAR coordination meetings

every 2 weeks

* Widseth and Staff reviews sections of the Large
AUAR every 2-4 weeks

* Discuss sections, ask and answer questions, and
review timelines during AUAR coordination
meetings.




IMPROVEMENTS AND
OTHER PETITIONS




JUDICIAL DITCH 4

City of Brewster is working on their petition

for improvement

* Funfact: Brewster was the main petitioner for
the establishment of the system

*  Would ask to reroute the “ag water” around
town, separate tile lines would serve
Brewster itself.

¢ Petition will go to Heron Lake Watershed
District per 103D statute when submitted.

*  Working with Rinke Noonan to develop
drainage agreement with HLWD to help
streamline improvement petition process

Kirchner Removal
* Waiting on Viewers to complete their review

¢ Hearing this summer
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Exhibit A

Judicial Ditch No 4
Nobles-Jacksen Counties,
Minnesata
Wednesday, March 25, 2026

Legend

~+= Proposed Tile
4= Existing Tile
1.0 4 Watershed
= 20's

Mobles and Jackson Counties JD No. 4
Watershed Boundary
| Area = 1,524 Acres i




Exhibit A
Judicial Ditch No 13
Jaokson County,

JUDICIAL DITCH 13

* Phase 4 Improvement (Freking)

* Branches PP, RR, TT, SS, all within Jackson
County

* Submitted February 4, 2026

* Langseth/Robinson Removal

* Petition to remove approximately 5 acres
out of JD 13 watershed.

* Rest of property stays within JD 9

* Tiled away from the system and into the
nearby lake
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JD9-JD13-JD 24

« Commissioners Metz, Ahlers, and Paplow serve
on these joint boards.

* Joint drainage boards engaged with Best &
Flanagan in February “regarding current status of
improvement, possible construction/materials
defects and potential legal claims.”

* Faribault County CD 52 will also be included.

* Plan on aregular closed session joint board
meetings between all 4 systems for the
foreseeable future (at least 1x/month).

* May5

* June?2
* July?7

* August4
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Best

Flanagan

Justin P. Short

{-‘;
Elizabeth R. Cox




REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE




REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

* 18 - 2026 repair orders (as of April 20)

¢ Contractors working on repairs from late 2025/early

2026 include:

* Dirtmeister

* Opdahl Drainage

* Black Sheep Landscaping

 Work Order Request Site
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Working with Matthew Beke with Schneider Geospatial
to build a work order request site

* Public input form
* Internal management system

Includes Drainage and Highway/Signs
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REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

* GIS Updates
* Working through all the drainage GIS lines to ensure they are as accurate as possible, and include more

information.

* Branch Name | Tile Size | Grade | Field verified | Min and Max depth

* Will help with work order request site in future
* Branch names currently available on Beacon Map

LORAIN
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After: Tile sizes, etc easily identified and analyzed



TREE SPRAYING

* Nate Reffer, B&W Control Specialists spray
Jackson County ditches on a 3 year
rotation

* Doing the west side of Jackson County this
year
* After discussion with Dave, Reffer will

extend their work in Nobles County on the
shared ditches (JD 76, JD 13 and JD 9)

* Asked Nate to complete a quote for CD 12
and JD 8 as well. Present quote at next
board meeting (May 5).

<2 o
y T

Looking downstream m on JD 8 from Paul Ave. May 2025.
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“Farmer Ray Luitjens aids Mother Nature in drying a field he rents between Brewster
and Worthington along Highway 60...”
April 1985. The Globe. Worthington, MN. Newspapers.com

TOM DeWAL L Dhaily Gl
Farmer Ray Luitjens aids Mether Nature in drying a field on his felds from the past few days' rain by fashiening
he rents beiween Brewster and Worthington along Highway  drainage ditches with the use of o shovel and his rubber
B0, Luitjens is attempting to clear the miniature lakes left  waders




“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

“Looking Forward with Purpose”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING

APRIL 29, 2026 WORK SESSION
STATEWIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING AID
COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS WITH: REBUILD TOGETHER MINNESOTA
UPDATE AND FUTURE COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES.

Topic:

Nobles County partners with Rebuild Together Minnesota for adequate and effective use of
Statewide Affordable Housing Aid. Rebuild Together Minnesota will be present during this Work
Session to offer information and to answer questions.

Input and Discussion:

Nobles County committed 75% of its Statewide Affordable Housing Aid to Rebuild Together
Minnesota for services rendered through 2027. There are 2026 funds authorized by the State
of Minnesota which could be routed through Rebuild Together Minnesota to continue services
through 2028. That is one opportunity which could be discussed.

No Board Action is possible during the Work Session. If an opportunity was discovered during
the Work Session, then that decision could be brought forward during a future meeting. There
may be alternative options that can be discussed, as well.

Options:
e Ask questions and engage in discussion to derive potential opportunities

e Offer directives to staff for future Board Action.

Recommendation:

Administration recommends the Commissioners ask questions and engage in discussion to
identify how Rebuild Together Minnesota is positively affecting housing needs within Nobles
County. If an opportunity for Board Action is identified, staff can bring that item to a future Board
Meeting.




“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
April 29, 2026 Board Work Session

Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA)
Nobles County Child Care Project Updates
Angie Kopplow / Jim Langborg
10-15 minutes

Discussion:
Jim and Angie will provide updates on the current work that CEDA is doing

to try and expand child care availability and support current child care
providers in Nobles County. Results of a recent provider survey will also
be shared.
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