
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County held Public Hearing Meeting on Thursday, February 12th, 2026, at the 
Government Center, in the Farmer’s Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  

The following Commissioners attended: Justin Ahlers, Chris Dybevick, Bob Paplow, Gene Metz & Robert S. Demuth 
Chairperson Dybevick called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 
1.0 Public Hearing 
1.1 Public Hearing – Deer Hunting Firearm options within Nobles County 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. County Options – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Board Discussion or Decision on Direction 
A. A motion by Ahlers, Justin and seconded by Metz, Gene, it was duly passed to open the Public Hearing. 
B. Board Chair Dybevick Gave the County Option for the County Route. 
C. Public Comments: 
Adam Middagh — firearms, muzzleloaders, shotguns, handguns, rifle calibers, barrel short with no stock on it… deer 
numbers being threatened, not been increased harvest numbers, populations increased, severity of winter, summer 
droughts bigger effect on pop. than firearms. Minnesota, Ohio, Indiana reported 2017 limited rifle incidents…only 
instance in database passed 150 yards, majority in large party numbers… Wisconsin, Michigan, reports from DNR on 
safety, very few incidents with rifles, but lots with shotguns… underestimating distance that pellets could travel… in 
support of getting rid of restriction, allowing people to shoot what they want to shoot.  
 
Gordon (Gordy) Heitkamp, lives SE Nobles County… opposed to this ordinance… why are we even talking about this… 
hunting for 50 years, seen a lot of things that are not ethical, and accidents have happened… the same token, grandsons 
sitting out in stands, what travels further, shotgun slug, rifle slug, worried about safety, don’t care about harvest… 
concerned with safety.  
 
Kevin Schettler – Pennsylvania general study, state government commissioned… larger danger area than rifle with angle 
of elevation… shotgun is riskier than rifle, typical hunter discharging …  
 
Gary Fuerstenberg, Wilmont — Murray County passed it, hunt on county line… deer hunting pressure gone down 
considerably…  
 
Leonard Ruesch– In favor of rifle, choice never had before… many deer pass by due to out of range… rifle barrel, not 
precise every three shells… all guns are dangerous regardless… place your shots and watch what you’re doing…  
  
Randall (Randy) Polzine, Worthington, in favor, do a lot of hunting… safety is number one concern… see other deer stands 
50-100 yards from you…  
 
Chad Jeffers, grew up here been hunting since 12… dad owns land 8 miles into rifle zone of northern mn, land in 
international falls… 3 areas sat in, scares me to sit down here with rifle because of potential of somebody shooting the 
distance… car driving by, house, makes me pretty nervous… petition with 220 nos and 4 yes (for rifle), farmers, 
homeowners, hunters… not in favor, still travel north and use it…  
 
Aaron Sieve – talk about incident that did happen right here, board member of gun club, built shooting range, 100 and 50 
yard, 1 mile away bullet went through garage door into cabinet… witnessed it, questioning, don’t want that…  
 
 
 



  
Cody Ross – you can be as lethal with any gun… spend however many days…  
 
Matt Nelson – first hand, nephew in deer stand, deputy at Nobles, target practicing … reason there’s windmills… wind 
blows and everything travels with it… high-power myself, 600-700 yards… go out west… safety aspect… make that 
decision… wouldn’t allow, in favor leaving shotgun only, hasn’t been a problem yet, why…  
D. On a motion by Ahlers, Justin and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to close the Public Hearing. 
E. In front of county board on Tuesday, February 17th, 2026 to discuss, goal to make decision at meeting  
2.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting @ 6:30 p.m. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
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