
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals, 
 Families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.” 

“Looking Forward with Purpose” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUNTY BOARD – PUBLIC HEARING 
COUNTY DEER HUNTING FIREARM OPTIONS  

PROPOSED AGENDA  
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH, 2026, 6:00 P.M.  

NOBLES COUNTY FARMER’S ROOM 
NOBLES COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

 
 
1.0 Public Hearing (6:00 p.m.) 

   1.1 Public Hearing – Deer Hunting Firearm Options within Nobles County 
  

A. Open Hearing (Action) 

B. County Options – Background Information 

C. Public Comment 

D. Close Hearing (Action) 

E. Board Discussion or Decision on Direction (Information or Action)

2.0 Adjournment (Action) 
 
 

* Attached: 
• Minnesota DNR’s October 22, 2025 Letter to Sheriff Ryan Kruger with draft 

ordinance language 
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Phone: 507-295-5201 
Fax: 507-372-8363 
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315 Tenth Street 
P.O. Box 757 
Worthington, MN 56187-0757 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals, 

 families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.” 
 

“Looking forward with purpose.” 
 

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING 
 

FEBRUARY 12, 2026 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

PUBLIC HEARING 
DEER HUNTING – FIREARM OPTIONS WITHIN NOBLES COUNTY 
OFFICIALS AND STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE, AS RESOURCES 

 

Item:    
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has notified Sheriff Ryan Kruger of 
the Nobles County Board of Commissioner’s option to adopt an ordinance which could limit the 
types of firearms used to take deer.  Without the adoption of said ordinance, Nobles County 
would allow legal firearms which were not previously allowed prior to January 1, 2026.  These 
additional firearm allowances are currently acknowledged by the State Legislature. 
 

Discussion:    
This public hearing will be used to collect the public’s comments prior to any formal Board of 
Commissioner Action pertaining to deer hunting firearm use.  After receiving comments, the 
Board of Commissioners can direct staff as to the need for an ordinance and the publishing of 
that ordinance; prior to adoption.  That direction can be offered during this hearing or during a 
future meeting. 
 

The Commissioners may request time to consider options prior to Acting.  In that event, Board 
Action would take place during another scheduled or noticed Board Meeting.  A Public Hearing 
Agenda will guide the hearing’s proceedings.  The County Attorney and the County Sheriff 
have respectively indicated their intention to attend this public hearing as resources.    
 

Options: 

• Hold the public hearing to gather information regarding the direction of firearm use 
during deer hunting throughout Nobles County; and 

• Discuss intentions or Act to offer directives to staff in regards to a future ordinance to 
restrict firearms use during deer hunting within Nobles County; or 

• Do nothing and acknowledge legal firearm use in conjunction with deer hunting; or 

• Do not engage in discussion or table the topic altogether 
 

Recommendation: 
Administration recommends holding the hearing, obtaining public input, and then determine an 
appropriate course of action.  That course of action would be directing an ordinance to limit 
firearm use or to not act altogether, which would then acknowledge legislative action pertaining 
to deer hunting firearm use (again during this hearing or at a future meeting). 
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