Board of Commissioners

315 Tenth Street
P.O. Box 757
Worthington, MN 56187-0757

Phone: 507-295-5201
Fax: 507-372-8363
administration@co.nobles.mn.us

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
Families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking Forward with Purpose”

COUNTY BOARD — PUBLIC HEARING
COUNTY DEER HUNTING FIREARM OPTIONS
PROPOSED AGENDA
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12™, 2026, 6:00 P.M.
NOBLES COUNTY FARMER’S ROOM
NOBLES COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER

1.0 Public Hearing (6:00 p.m.)

1.1 Public Hearing — Deer Hunting Firearm Options within Nobles County

A.Open Hearing (action)
B. County Options — Background Information
C. Public Comment

D.Close Hearing (action)

E. Board Discussion or Decision on Direction (information or Action)

2.0 Adjournment (action)

* Attached:
e Minnesota DNR’s October 22, 2025 Letter to Sheriff Ryan Kruger with draft

ordinance language



“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

“Looking forward with purpose.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING

FEBRUARY 12, 2026
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC HEARING
DEER HUNTING - FIREARM OPTIONS WITHIN NOBLES COUNTY
OFFICIALS AND STAFF WILL BE AVAILABLE, AS RESOURCES

Iltem:

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has notified Sheriff Ryan Kruger of
the Nobles County Board of Commissioner’s option to adopt an ordinance which could limit the
types of firearms used to take deer. Without the adoption of said ordinance, Nobles County
would allow legal firearms which were not previously allowed prior to January 1, 2026. These
additional firearm allowances are currently acknowledged by the State Legislature.

Discussion:

This public hearing will be used to collect the public’s comments prior to any formal Board of
Commissioner Action pertaining to deer hunting firearm use. After receiving comments, the
Board of Commissioners can direct staff as to the need for an ordinance and the publishing of
that ordinance; prior to adoption. That direction can be offered during this hearing or during a
future meeting.

The Commissioners may request time to consider options prior to Acting. In that event, Board
Action would take place during another scheduled or noticed Board Meeting. A Public Hearing
Agenda will guide the hearing’s proceedings. The County Attorney and the County Sheriff
have respectively indicated their intention to attend this public hearing as resources.

Options:
e Hold the public hearing to gather information regarding the direction of firearm use

during deer hunting throughout Nobles County; and

e Discuss intentions or Act to offer directives to staff in regards to a future ordinance to
restrict firearms use during deer hunting within Nobles County; or

e Do nothing and acknowledge legal firearm use in conjunction with deer hunting; or

¢ Do not engage in discussion or table the topic altogether

Recommendation:

Administration recommends holding the hearing, obtaining public input, and then determine an
appropriate course of action. That course of action would be directing an ordinance to limit
firearm use or to not act altogether, which would then acknowledge legislative action pertaining
to deer hunting firearm use (again during this hearing or at a future meeting).
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October 22, 2025

Nobles County Sheriff Ryan Kruger
1530 Airport Road

Suite 100

Worthington, MN 56187

Re: Notification of Option to Adopt Ordinance Limiting Firearms Used to Take Deer

Nobles County Board or County Sheriff’s Office,

Because you are a County Board/Sheriff’s Office located within the shotgun zone described in
Minnesota Statutes 2024, section 97B.318, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is
required to notify you that your county will be able to adopt an ordinance to limit the types of firearms
used to take deer within your county pursuant to legislation that will be codified as subdivision 7 of
Minnesota Statutes section 97B.031. See Laws of Minnesota 2025, 1st Spec. Sess. chapter 1, article 4,
sec. 26. Subdivision 7 will become effective on January 1, 2026, and provides the following:

County authority to limit firearms for deer hunting. A county board of a county located
in the shotgun zone under Minnesota Statutes 2024, section 97B.318, may adopt an
ordinance after notice and public hearing to limit the type of firearms that may be used
to hunt deer within the county. Subsequent ordinances may be adopted under this
subdivision only after additional notice and public hearing and are effective until repealed
or modified by ordinance.

Laws of Minnesota 2025, 1st Spec. Sess. chapter 1, article 4, sec. 12. Additionally, the legislature has
repealed section 97B.318, which established the shotgun zone, effective January 1, 2026. See id. at
sec. 28. Thus, beginning January 1, 2026, any legal firearms can be used to take deer in your county

unless and until an ordinance is passed pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 97B.031, subd. 7, that limits firearm

types.

Enclosed is a draft ordinance that your county may choose to adopt should it desire to implement its
authority under Minn. Stat. § 97B.031, subd. 7. Please note that this draft is informational only and is
provided in an effort to encourage consistent and effective enforcement across the former shotgun
zone counties that elect to implement ordinances under the new legislation.!

! Nothing in this communication should be considered legal advice and consultation with your county attorney is encouraged.
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources ¢ Division of Enforcement
500 Lafayette Road, Saint Paul, MN 55155
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Finally, to ensure that any firearms limitations your county adopts through an ordinance are included
in the DNR’s annual hunting regulations handbook, please notify the DNR of your ordinance and its
limitations by May 5 prior to the start of deer hunting.

Sincerely,

Colonel Rodmen Smith

e SE——

Encl. Draft Ordinance Limiting Firearm Types in Former Shotgun-only Counties

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources  Division of Enforcement
500 Lafayette Road, Saint Paul, MN 55155



Draft Ordinance Limiting Firearm Types in Former Shotgun-only Counties

Nobles COUNTY DEER HUNTING FIREARMS ORDINANCE

The County Board of Nobles County ordains:

1

Authority. This county has the authority to limit the type(s) of firearms that may be used to hunt deer
within the county pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 97B.031, subdivision 7.

Firearms limited. Only the following types of firearms may be used to take deer within the county: legal
shotguns loaded with single-slug shotgun shells, legal muzzle-loading long guns, or legal handguns. Legal
shotguns include those with rifled barrels.”

Unlawful firearms. It is unlawful to use a firearm other than those described in subdivision (2) to take deer
in the county.

Penalties. A person who violates this ordinance shall be punished for the offense by a fine of up to $1,000,
imprisonment of not more than ninety (90) days, or both.

Enforcement. The county sheriff and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources conservation officers
have the authority to enforce the provisions of this ordinance.

Effective date. This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption after notice and a public hearing consistent
with law. This ordinance shall remain in effect until modified or repealed as provided in Minnesota Statutes,
section 97B.031, subdivision 7.





