
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County met in regular session on Tuesday, October 7th, 2025 at the 
Government Center, in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  

The following Commissioners attended: Chris Dybevick, Justin Ahlers, Gene Metz, Bob Paplow & Robert S. 
Demuth 

Chairperson Metz called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

1.0 Call to Order 
2.0 Pledge of Allegiance 
3.0 Approval of Agenda 
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the agenda as presented.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
4.0 Recognition 
4.1 Visitors and Guests Welcome 
5.0 Consent Agenda  
5.1 September 23rd, 2025 Regular Board Meeting 

Attachments: 
September 23rd, 2025 Regular Board Meeting Draft Minutes 

5.2  Meetings and Conferences – Travel Expenses 
Attachments: 
Expenses paid October 3rd, 2025 

5.3 Auditor’s & Commissioner’s Warrants 
Attachments: 
Accounts Payable Summary 
Auditor’s Warrants 
Vendors paid totaling more than $2,000 
Breakdown of Wells Fargo Payments 

5.4 2026 – 2027 Minnesota Family Investment Program Biennial Service Agreement 
5.5 Nobles-Murray-Jackson Judicial Ditch #17 Bid Package #1 – Pay App. #3 
5.6 Nystrom Orchard LLC Renewal On-Sale Liquor License for On Farm Winery 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the consent agenda. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
6.0 Public Hearing  
6.1 Dan & Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-040 
Dan & Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-040 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Dan & Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-040 – Resolution 202538 (Action). 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Ahlers, Justin and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to open the Property Tax Abatement for 
Dan & Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-040.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   



D. On a motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property 
Tax Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Ahlers, Justin and seconded by Demuth, Robert S. it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 2025238 
approving tax abatement to Dan & Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-040 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 
7.0 Department Presentations 
7.1 (A) Drainage System Update - Projects and Improvements 
Drainage system maintenance and improvements are now a normal part of county activities. The Commissioners have 
requested monthly updates regarding events involving the drainage & ditch system. Commissioners utilize the update to 
offer questions and to stay abreast of future ditch procedures and expenses. 
7.1 (B) Judicial Ditch 11B – Petition for Partial Abandonment of Branch G53 
Northern States Power (Xcel Energy) is planning an expansion of their substation near Reading, MN. Approximately 1,175 
feet of Branch G53 on Judicial Ditch 11B will no longer be utilized by the property owners. The affected landowners 
submitted a petition for partial abandonment under Statute 103E.806. Rinke Noonan has reviewed the petition and 
found it sufficient to proceed with the next steps. If approved, a partial abandonment removes the Drainage Authority’s 
obligation from having to repair or maintain any tile constructed as part of the system and it becomes the private 
landowner’s responsibility. It does not remove the property from the benefits roll. The petitioner’s will be responsible for 
all costs associated with their petition. 
Voting 
It Was Duly Passed to Adopt the Initial Findings and Order Accepting the Petition for Partial Abandonment of Branch G53 
Of Judicial Ditch 11B From Northern States Power and Michael Harberts, And Directing Further Proceedings.  
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
7.2  Brandon & Jessica Peil -Custom Graphics -CUP 10-2025 
Brandon and Jessica Peil dba Custom Graphics, Brewster, MN, a request for a home extended business to consist of 
graphic design, vehicle graphics, T-shirts, embroidery and laser engraving. Public Hearing is required under Section 603.4 
(#3) -Home Extended Businesses. This parcel of land is located on a 2.58-acre tract in the E ½SE¼ Section 13, TWP 102, 
Range 39, Lorain Township. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve CUP #10-2025 for Custom Graphics – Brewster, MN.  
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Ahlers, Justin 
7.3 Child Care Provider Fund – Applicant 3MG5 
Applicant (3MG5) is seeking to establish a (Licensed Family Child Care/Child Care Center/Special Family Child Care Host 
Site/Child Care Center Host Site) in Nobles County.  
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve Child Care Provider Fund – Applicant 3MG5.  
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
7.4 Library - Part Time Intermittent Worker 
The library is requesting the addition of a part-time intermittent Circulation Assistant position. Historically, these duties 
were performed by a temporary summer worker. Including an intermittent role would provide year-round coverage, 
extend the duration of employment beyond summer months, and reduce the need for frequent onboarding and training. 
Having an employee already familiar with library operations has proven more efficient and effective than hiring new 
seasonal staff each year. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve Library - Part Time Intermittent Worker.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 

  



7.5 Nobles County Opioid Settlement Funds Request for Proposals for Opioid Settlement Funding 
Application OPF-2025.07 City of Adrian Police Department applied for $2825. he Review Committee voted in favor to 
award the Adrian Police Department $2825 supporting funds to promote the Adrian School District Dare Program in 
hopes to reduce Harm through education 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve Application OPF-2025.07 City of Adrian Police Department for $2825. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
7.6 Prosecution Contract with the City of Adrian 
The City of Adrian desires to continue to hire the County Attorney’s Office to provide legal services for prosecution of 
criminal offenses that occur within the jurisdiction of the City of Adrian and representation on related forfeiture 
proceedings.  This is a new contract that will replace the previous one for an annual fee vs. hourly fee.  Adrian’s City 
Council has approved the contract 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the Prosecution Contract with the City of Adrian.  
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
8.0 Inter-Agency Reports 
8.1 Committee & Board Reports 
Commissioner, District 1, Justin Ahlers: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 2, Gene Metz: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 3, Bob Paplow: Crisis Center & Library Updates. 
Commissioner, District 4, Robert S. Demuth: W.R.D.C Meeting Update. 
Commissioner, District 5, Chris Dybevick: PJC Meeting Update. 
Attorney, Braden Hoefert: Office Update. 
Administration, Bruce Heitkamp: Project Updates. 
8.2 Correspondence 

Attachments: 
Recruitment Memo 

8.3 Calendar 
Attachments: 
September  
October  

9.0 Other / Future Business 
Board Meeting – Tuesday, October 7th, 2025  
9:00 a.m. Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
Tax Forfeited Minimum Bid Sale – Friday, October 10th, 2025  
10:00 a.m. Government Center Farmer’s Room, Worthington, MN 
10.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting @ 10:04 a.m. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 

 

 Nobles County Board Chair     Nobles County Administrator  


