
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County met in regular session on Tuesday, April 8th, 2025 at the 
Government Center, in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  

The following Commissioners attended: Chris Dybevick, Bob Paplow, Gene Metz & Robert S. Demuth  

Absent: Justin Ahlers 

Chairperson Metz called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

1.0 Call to Order 
2.0 Pledge of Allegiance 
3.0 Approval of Agenda 
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
4.0 Recognition 
4.1 Visitors and Guests Welcome 
4.2 Year of Service – Zach Reker 10 Years & Rich Linsmeier 15 Years 
5.0 Consent Agenda 
5.1 March 18th, 2025 Regular Board Meeting 

Attachments: 
March 18th, 2025 Draft Minutes 

5.2 Meetings and Conferences – Travel Expenses 
Attachments: 
Expenses paid March 31st, 2025 
Expenses paid April 4th, 2025 

5.3 Auditor’s & Commissioner’s Warrants 
Attachments: 
Accounts Payable Summary 
Auditor’s Warrants 
Vendors paid totaling more than $2,000 
Breakdown of Wells Fargo Payments 

5.4 Local Homeless Prevention Aide Summit Lake Solar Farm 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
6.0 Special Presentation – National Grid Renewables Summit Lake Solar Farm 
Tom Karas and Associates introduced the Summit Lake Solar Project to the Commissioners during the November 19, 2024 
Regular Board Meeting. Mr. Karas has an update that he’ll be offering to the Commissioners during this meeting. The 
Summit Lake Solar Project is proposed to be a 200-megawatt solar facility. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission is 
ruling upon this project as the approving authority. The project is over 50 megawatts (which involves the State). Any 
additional zoning requirements may involve Nobles County. 



7.0 Public Hearing 
7.1 Vincent E. Rosales 

Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202508 

Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Vincent E. Rosales Parcel 31-1068-000 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Vincent E. Rosales Parcel 31-1680-005 – Resolution 202508 (Action) 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to open the Property Tax Abatement 
for Vincent E. Rosales Parcel 31-1068-000.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Dybevick, Chris and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property Tax 
Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Dybevick, Chris it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202508 
approving tax abatement to Vincent E. Rosales Parcel 31-1068-000 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 
7.2 Steve Keupers 

Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202509 

Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Steve Keupers Parcel 31-0687-100 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Steve Keupers Parcel 31-0687-100 – Resolution 202509 (Action) 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Paplow, Bob and seconded by Demuth, Robert S., it was duly passed to open the Property Tax Abatement 
for Steve Keupers Parcel 31-0687-100.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Paplow, Bob and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property Tax 
Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Dybevick, Chris and seconded by Demuth, Robert S. it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202509 
approving tax abatement to Steve Keupers Parcel 31-0687-100 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 
8.0 Department Presentations 
8.1  Government Days 

Attachment: 
Schedule 

Veteran Service Officer Curt Hendel visited with the Commissioners during the February 25, 2025 Work Session regarding 
Government Day. Curt has additional details that he’d like to communicate with the Board. Since his visit, Curt Hendel has 
discussed potential schedules with Department Heads and other presenter 

  



8.1 Ed Sweetman – Currie, MN – CUP #03-2025 
Attachment: 
Duininck Inc. Request Letter 
Duininck Inc. Operations Facility Preliminary Construction Plans and Trench Detail 

Ed Sweetman, Currie, MN, a request for the continued operation and expansion of an existing gravel pit, aggregate 
crushing site, and hot mix plant. Public hearing is required under Section 508 Mining and Excavation Permits of the 
Nobles County Land Use Ordinance. This parcel of land is located in the NW ¼, except a 17.7-acre tract, and except a 
60.79-acre tract, Section 35, TWP 101, Range 42, (Little Rock Township). 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve Conditional Use Permit for Ed Sweetman for the Continued Operation & Expansion of an 
Existing Gravel Pit, Aggregate Crushing Site & Hot Mix Plant.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
8.3 (A)  Revoking CSAH 4 and Establishing CSAH 47 

Attachment: 
Map  
Resolution 202510 
Resolution 202511 

The road segment of CSAH 4 between TH 264 and the Jackson County line was reconstructed and has been maintained 
by Jackson County since 1999. Currently, Nobles County has CSAH designation of this segment and receives state aid 
funding through the state aid needs distribution formula. Correspondingly, the road segment of CSAH 47, also known as 
the Brewster Bean Plant Road which lies between TH 60 and CSAH 14, has been maintained by Nobles County since its 
construction in 2014. Currently, Jackson County has CSAH designation of this segment and receives state aid funding 
through the state aid needs distribution formula. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve Resolution 202510 Revoking 0.1 Mile Segment of CSAH 4. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
It was duly passed to approve Resolution 202511 Establishing 0.4 Mile Segment of CSAH 47. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
8.3 (B)  Advertisement for Bids for 2025/26 Township Bridge Projects 

Attachment: 
Bridge Map 

We have up to five township bridges (precast concrete box culverts) that are scheduled to bid soon under one contract 
(25004). Historically, the Board has authorized the actual bid advertisement as a formality. Due to the limited availability 
of Board meetings during our busy bidding season, staff is requesting approval in advance so these projects can be 
advertised as soon as plans and bid documents are ready. This would help accelerate the bidding process. Once the bids 
are received for the projects, the Board would still need to award the contract as a final step in the process. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the Advertisement of Bid for 2025/26 Township Bridge Project when Documents are 
Ready. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 

  



8.4 (A) Subcontract Agreement for the MN Department of Employment & Economic Development Grant to Expand 
Child Care – City of Rushmore 
Attachment: 
Agreement – City of Rushmore 

At this time, we need to initiate this subcontract with the City of Rushmore to allow successful completion of the 
remodeling of the facility for licensure. Through this agreement, the City of Rushmore will have access to $240,000 of the 
total amount received to utilize in paying for the remodeling. Nobles County will receive invoices for the remodeling costs 
from the contractors completing the work through the City of Rushmore and in turn pay them and then invoice the 
amount back to DEED to draw down the grant funding. 
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve award fund for City of Rushmore Child Expansion Grant. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
8.4 (B) Subcontract Agreement for the MN Department of Employment & Economic Development Grant to Expand 

Child Care – Nobles Cooperative Electric 
Attachment: 
Agreement – Nobles Cooperative Electric 

At this time, we need to initiate this subcontract with Nobles Cooperative Electric to allow successful completion of the 
remodeling of the facility for licensure. Through this agreement, Nobles Cooperative Electric will have access to $240,000 
of the total amount received to utilize in paying for the remodeling. Nobles County will receive invoices for the 
remodeling costs from the contractors completing the work through Nobles Cooperative Electric and in turn pay them 
and then invoice the amount back to DEED to draw down the grant funding. 
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve award fund for Nobles Cooperative Electric Child Expansion Grant. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
8.5 Correctional Sergeant Union Contract  

Attachment: 
Union Contract 

Negotiation have now concluded. After discussion and careful consideration of requests from both the union and the 
county negotiating team, mutually agreed-upon changes have been identified. The final contract proposal reflecting 
these changes is attached for review. Since this bargaining unit is identified as essential, the members pay will be retro 
back to January 1, 2025. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the Correctional Sergeant Union Contract.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
9.0 Closed Session 
9.1 Negotiated Labor Items 
On a motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to close the meeting at 10:18 a.m. 
per Minnesota Statutes 13D.03 Subd. 1(b) to discuss Elected Officials & Labor Items. 
 
The board held a closed session. 
 
On a motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Dybevick, Chris it was duly passed to open the meeting at 11:13 am. 
 
The board discussed Elected Officials & Labor Items and the closed meeting recording was sealed and will be safely 
stored. 

  



10.0 Administration Presentations 
10.1 Citizen Appointment – Park Board 

Attachment: 
Roger Henning Application 
Michele Bulau Application 

Current Park Board Member Roger Henning (District III) has submitted an application to continue for another term that 
would run from current day through January 31, 2028. Michelle Bulau (District II) has submitted an application to fill the 
term which was recently vacated by Ann Lange (District II). Bulau’s proposed term would be concurrent to Henning’s and 
would be effective now through January 31, 2028. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to reappoint Roger Henning to the Pard Board that runs till January 31st, 2028.  
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
 
It was duly passed to appoint Michele Bulau to the Park Board for a new term that runs till January 31st, 2028.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
10.2 Nobles County Comprehensive Plan 2050 – Information Only 
Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC) is a nine-county Regional Development Organization that aims to 
connect government, businesses, and communities with the resources, planning, and services needed to promote and 
further opportunities in Southwest Minnesota. The mission of the Southwest Regional Development Commission is to 
provide professional expertise and leadership to enhance regional opportunities. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to contract with SRDC for Comprehensive Plan not to excessed $70,000.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene  
10.3 2025 Aquatic Invasive Species Advertising Campaign 
Nobles County will receive $50,582.00 in Aquatic Invasive Species Aid in 2025 from the Minnesota Department of 
Revenue. The County’s Aquatic Invasive Species fund balance was at $187,818.04 on December 31, 2024. There was a 
preventative advertising campaign offered in 2024 to educate and inform the public. The Nobles County Environmental 
Services Office is recommending another advertising campaign take place in 2025. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve Option 3 ($61,000.00) for the 2025 Aquatic Advertisement Campaign with The Globe and 
Media Works.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
11.0 Inter-Agency Reports 
11.1 Committee & Board Reports 
Commissioner, District 1, Justin Ahlers: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 2, Gene Metz: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 3, Bob Paplow: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 4, Robert S. Demuth: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 5, Chris Dybevick: No Report. 
Attorney, Braden Hoefert: Absent. 
Administration, Bruce Heitkamp: No Report. 
11.2 Correspondence 

Attachments: 
Recruitment Memo 

11.3 Calendar 
Attachments: 
April 2025 

  



12.0 Other / Future Business 
Board Meeting – Tuesday, April 22nd, 2025 
9:00 a.m. Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN  
Commissioner Quorum Presence – Tuesday, April 22nd, 2025 
6:00 p.m. Elks Lodge, 1105 2nd Ave, Worthington, MN 56187 
13.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting @ 11:21 a.m. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 

 

 Nobles County Board Chair     Nobles County Administrator  
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