
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County met in regular session on Tuesday, July 2nd, 2024, at the 
Government Center, in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  

The following Commissioners attended: Robert S. Demuth, Justin Ahlers, Chris Dybevick, Gene Metz & Bob 
Paplow.  

Chairperson Ahlers called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

1.0 Call to Order 
2.0 Pledge of Allegiance 
3.0 Approval of Agenda  
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
4.0 Recognition 
4.1 Visitors and Guests Welcome 
5.0 Joint Session with Rock County 
5.1 Buffalo ridge Regional Rail Authority – Ellis & Easter Railroads 
Nobles County and Rock County previously entered into a joint powers authority as the two respectively own the rail line 
located through both counties. An estimate of $900k of flood damages has been done to the Ellis & Easter 
Railroads. One identified piece of infrastructure is a rail bridge which passes over the Kanaranzi Creek to the west of 
Adrian. Other damaged items may be introduced during the meeting. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to allocate $450k worth of fund for Ellis & Easter Railroads. 
Moved by: Gene, Metz 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
6.0 Consent Agenda 
6.1 June 4th, 2024 Regular Board Meeting Minutes Draft  

Attachments: 
June 18th, 2024 Draft Minutes 
June 21st, 2024 Draft Minutes 
June 26th, 2024 Draft Minutes 

6.2  Meetings and Conferences – Travel Expenses 
Attachments: 
Expenses paid June 28th, 2024 

6.3 Auditor’s & Commissioner’s Warrants 
Attachments: 
Accounts Payable Summary 
Auditor’s Warrants 
Vendors paid totaling more than $2,000 
Breakdown of Wells Fargo payments 

6.4 JD Ditch No. 9 Pay Application 
Attachments: 
Nobles & Jackson County Judicial Ditch No. 9 – Bid Package #3 – Pay Application #5 

6.5 Housing Support Agreements – Group Settings 
Attachments 
KC Companies of Worthington, Inc. (Golden Horizon) Agreements 

6.6 Nobles County Family Connections Collaborative  
Attachments 
Nobles County Family Connections Collaborative Agreement 



Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Gene, Metz 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
7.0 Public Hearings 
7.1  
 

Logan Kluever 
Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202426. 

Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Logan Kluever Parcel 04-0195-500 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Logan Kluever 04-0195-500– Resolution 202426 (Action) 
Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202426. 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Dybevick, Chris., and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to open the Property Tax Abatement 
for Logan Kluever Parcel 04-0195-500.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Metz, Gene and seconded by Demuth, Robert S., it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property Tax 
Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Paplow, Bob and seconded by Metz, Gene, it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202426 approving 
tax abatement to Logan Kluever Parcel 04-0195-500 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 
7.2 (A) Orville & Linda Chambers 

Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202427 

Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Orville & Linda Chambers Parcel 17-0051-000 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Orville & Linda Chambers 04-0195-500– Resolution 202427 (Action) 
Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202427. 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Demuth, Robert S., and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to open the Property Tax 
Abatement for Orville & Linda Chambers Parcel 17-0051-000.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Demuth, Robert S., and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property 
Tax Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Mets, Gene and seconded by Paplow, Bob, it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202427 approving 
tax abatement to Orville & Linda Chambers Parcel 17-0051-000 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 

  



8.0 Department Presentation 
8.1 Conditional Use Permit for Great River Energy 

Attachment: 
Planning and Zoning Minutes 

Great River Energy, Maple Grove, MN, a conditional use permit for construction of transmission line, outside the road 
right-of-way paralleling 250th Street from existing MRES Lorain substation property East to the Jackson County line.  
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve CUP #08-2024 for Great River Energy new transmission line. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
8.2 (A) Child Care Grant 

Attachments: 
Applicant Twenty-Six Request Summary  

The review committee met on Monday, June 24, 2024 to evaluate one application for funding that had been received. 
The committee approved the application for funding. We are here before you today to request approval in moving 
forward with the funding request from Applicant Twenty-Six which will be funded through DEED Grant Funding / County 
funds once approved by the Board for $7,003.23. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve applicant Twenty-Six for the Child Care Grant Funding. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin. 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
8.2 (B) Purchase Of Service Agreement – Avera McKennan Sioux Falls 

Attachment: 
Purchase of Service Agreement 

Currently, Avera McKennan is requesting an updated agreement primarily to facilitate a rate change, a change in billing 
practices, and to make this a multi-county agreement for most counties in our region. The county rate in the new 
agreement will be $1495.00 per day up from the current $896.00 per day which is an increase of $599.00 per day. 
Additionally, Avera is requesting a change in billing practice to “balance billing” the County for amounts received from 
third party payors that result in a reimbursement lower than $1495.00 per day. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the Updated Purchase of Service Agreement with Avera McKennan Sioux Falls. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
8.2 C  Human Service Performance Management – Information Only 

Attachment: 
Adult Protection 
Cash Assistance 
SNAP Timeliness Measures  

Shared with you the latest annual report that includes measures for Adult Protection timeliness as well as Cash Assistance 
and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) application processing. Tammy and several income maintenance 
staff and Danette and several social work staff are here today to share with us more details about how they process 
requests for services and applications for assistance to meet the needs of individuals within or ahead of the timeliness 
thresholds. 

  



9.0 Administration Presentations 
9.1  Commissioner Committee Appointments 
Bruce H. Recommended that the commissioners discussion an Alternate to the Buffalo Ridge Regional Rail Authority. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to proclaim Justin Ahlers as an Alternate to the Buffalo Ridge Regional Rail Authority. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
Justin Ahlers recommended the Commissioner Robert S. Demuth be an alternate to the Region 8 Committee. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to proclaim Robert S. Demuth as an alternate to the Region 8 Land Use. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
9.2 Library Addition Fundraising 
The Library Board and Staff have previously fundraised for building-improvement items for the Adrian Branch Library. 
Discussions regarding a Worthington site library addition are taking place. This is having Library Board Members and Staff 
investigating numerous items; such as available charitable bank accounts and other resources. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to move the library fundraising discussion to a further meeting.  
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
9.3 Government Center Chiller 
The chiller may have a sensor issue which is causing the shut off. The chiller is thought to be 25+ years of age and due for 
replacement. Discussion can take place as to how much maintenance expense the county should allocate toward it. The 
chiller replacement costs are estimated to be at or over $200,000.00. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to have the control panels checked first before replacement discussion starts.  
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
10.0 Special Presentation 
Joanne Bartosh is the Nobles County Program Manager here within the Nobles County Government Center. Executive 
Director Michelle Baumhoefner administers to all the southwest Minnesota offices from Slayton, MN. They requested 
time to offer the Nobles County Commissioners an update of services. The County has appropriated $53,050.00 in 2024 
to assist in providing services within Nobles County. 
11.0 Inter-Agency Reports 
11.1 Committee & Board Reports 
Commissioner, District 1, Justin Ahlers: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 2, Gene Metz: AMC Tax Forfeiture Meetings and Seminars. 
Commissioner, District 3, Bob Paplow: Thanking Commissioner Ahlers for all the extra work he did during the disaster.   
Commissioner, District 4, Robert S. Demuth: No Report. 
Commissioner, District 5, Chris Dybevick: No Report.  
Attorney, Braden Hoefert: Meeting for the Proposed Cannabis Ordinance.  
Administration, Bruce Heitkamp: Opioid & Cannabis Update. 
11.2 Correspondence 

Attachments: 
Recruitment Memo 

11.3 Calendar 
Attachments: 
July 2024 
Receipt  

  



12.0 Other / Future Business 
Board Meeting – Tuesday July 23rd, 2024 9:00 a.m.  
Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
Work Session – Wednesday, June 31st, 2024 8:30 a.m. 
Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
13.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting @ 10:24 a.m. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
 
 
 
 

    

 Nobles County Board Chair     Nobles County Administrator  


