
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County met in regular session on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at the Government 
Center, in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  

The following Commissioners attended: Robert S. Demuth, Justin Ahlers, Chris Dybevick and Gene Metz.  
Chairperson Ahlers called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
1.0 Call to Order 
2.0 Pledge of Allegiance 
3.0 Approval of Agenda  
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the agenda with the addition of 8.4 Reading Sewer Service District to Rescind Action on June, 
2024 Public Hearing. 
Motion by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
4.0 Recognition 
4.1 Visitors and Guests Welcome 
4.2 Retirement Recognition 
              - Sue Luing – Acknowledged May 31st, 2024 Retirement after 43 years of service to Nobles County 
5.0 Consent Agenda 
5.1 (A) April 02, 2024 Regular Board Meeting Minutes Draft  

Attachments: 
May 07, 2024 Draft Minutes 

5.2 Meetings and Conferences – Travel Expenses 
Attachments: 
Expenses paid May 17, 2024 

5.3 (A) Auditor’s & Commissioner’s Warrants 
Attachments: 
Accounts Payable Summary 
Auditor’s Warrants 

Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
6.0 Public Hearing 
6.1  Daniel & Tanya Wagner 

Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202422 

Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Daniel and Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-0239-000 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Daniel and Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-0239-000 – Resolution 202422 (Action) 
Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202422 
VOTING  
Justin Ahlers recused himself from the vote as he is involved in the project. 
A. A motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to open the Property Tax 
Abatement for Daniel and Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-0239-000.  



B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Dybevick, Chris and seconded by Demuth, Robert S., it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property 
Tax Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Dybevick, Chris it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202422 
approving tax abatement to Daniel and Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-0239-000 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 
6.2  Steven Bousema  

Attachment:  
Application Information 
Resolution 202423 

Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Steven Bousema Parcel 20-0064-500 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Steven Bousema Parcel 20-0064-500 – Resolution 202423 (Action) 
Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202423 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Metz, Gene. and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to open the Property Tax Abatement for 
Steven Bousema Parcel 20-0064-500.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property 
Tax Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Metz, Gene and seconded by Dybevick, Chris it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202423 approving 
tax abatement to Steven Bousema Parcel 20-0064-500 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 
6.3  Travis Jenniges 

Attachment: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202424 

Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Travis Jenniges Parcel 06-0164-500 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions: Travis Jenniges Parcel 06-0164-500 – Resolution 202424 (Action) 
Attachments: 
Application Information 
Resolution 202424 
VOTING  
A. A motion by Demuth, Robert S., and seconded by Metz, Gene, it was duly passed to open the Property Tax Abatement 
for Travis Jenniges Parcel 06-0164-500.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Demuth, Robert S. and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property 
Tax Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Metz, Gene and seconded by Ahlers, Justin, it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202424 approving 
tax abatement to Travis Jenniges Parcel 06-0164-500 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813 
7.0 Department Presentations 
7.1(A)  
 

Advance Construction Agreement 
Attachments: 



Resolution 202425 
MnDot Agreement SP053-603-0333 

The S.P. 053-603-033 Advance Construction Agreement between Nobles County and MnDOT, which allows for MnDOT to 
act as Nobles County’s agent in accepting federal aid in connection with the referenced project. This agreement is 
required before awarding the CSAH3 existing bridge replacement contract (over Jack Creek). 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve Advance Construction Agreement between MnDOT and Nobles County.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
7.1(B)  Additional Fall Worker 

Attachments: 
Briefing 

Having an additional worker/helper for the months of August, September, and October would help address work load 
needs in Hwy Maintenance, Hwy Engineering, Grounds Maintenance, and occasional fill-in for Parks when needed. We 
have a notable amount of crack sealing and mastic work this construction season and having an additional worker/helper 
during this time-frame will provide critically needed assistance for this work effort. During our interviews we have 
identified a candidate that may be able to fulfill this need and start in August. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to hire a Temp Fall Worker for the highway department.  
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S. 
8.0 Department Presentations 
8.1  
 

Commissioner Committee Appointments  
Attachments: 
Committee Appointment Schedule   

Made Commissioner Gene Metz a delegate for the Joint Powers Transit Authority and removed Commissioner Chris 
Dybevick as a delegate. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to add the addition to the calendar for the Employee Wellness Recognition meetings. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
8.2 Law Enforcement Center – Impound Facility 

Attachments: 
Application Information 
Building Plans 

The Law Enforcement Center Joint Powers Committee (LEC) and staff have been attempting to construct an impound 
facility. Nobles County requested bids for the project in which there were no submissions. The County then used the 
Statute authorized “Best Value” approach to solicit a quote from the original-interested party, Morton Buildings. The LEC 
then offered project input and recommendations to the Commissioners. The facility and these projects costs include: the 
60’x120’ building; concrete with required footings, entrance pads, and disability parking stall; and the currently improved 
gravel lot with drainage infrastructure. 
Voting 
It was passed by majority vote to accept the Prairie Justice Center Impound Facility Building Bid from Morton Buildings. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
 
In favor – Chris Dybevick, Robert S. Demuth, Gene Metz 
Opposed – Justin Ahlers 
8.3 War Memorial Building (Library) (INFORMATION ONLY) 

Attachments: 
Information 
Building Plans 



As stated, the existing War Memorial Building is planned for renovations. Updates were brought about, to what 
renovations are going to be done. 
Addendum 
8.4 

Reading Sewer System Public Hearing 

The May 7th, 2024 Action proclaiming the June 4th, 2024 Public Hearing was asked to be rescinded as the Drainage 
Coordinators do not have enough time to prepare and get notice information out for the public 
Voting 
It was duly passed to rescind the June 4th, 2024 Public Hear for the Reading Serwer System.  
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S. 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
9.0 Closed Session – Labor Negotiation Strategies  
On a motion by Metz, Gene and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to close the meeting at 9:50 a.m. per 
Minnesota Statutes 13D.03 Subd. 1(b) to discuss Labor Negotiation Strategies. 
 
The board held a closed session and discussed labor negotiation strategies. 
 
On a motion by Dybevick, Chris and seconded by Metz, Gene it was duly passed to open the meeting at 10:54 am. 
 
The board discussed labor negotiation strategies and the closed meeting recording was sealed and will be safely stored. 
10.0 Inter-Agency Reports / Announcements  
10.1 Committee & Board Reports 
Attorney, Braden Hoefert: No Report. 
 
Commissioner, District 4, Robert S. Demuth: No Report. 
 
Commissioner, District 1, Justin Ahlers: No Report. 
 
Administration, Bruce Heitkamp: Short Term Center.  
 
Commissioner, District 5, Chris Dybevick: Thanking Bruce H. for his diligent work to get everyone on the same page for 
the War Memorial Building (Library).  
 
Commissioner, District 2, Gene Metz: Questioned the addition of library for when it wants to be done.   
 
Commissioner, District 3; Bob Paplow: Absent. 
10.2 Correspondence 

Attachments: 
Recruitment Memo 

10.3 Calendar 
Attachment: 
May 2024 
June 2024 

11.0 Other / Future Business 
Work Session -Tuesday May 29th, 2024 10:00 a.m. 
Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
Retirement Party – Friday May 31st, 2024 2-4p.m.  
Farmers Room, Government Center, Worthington, MN 
Board Meeting – Tuesday June 4th, 2024 9:00 a.m. 
Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
12.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting @ 10:54 a.m. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 



Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
     

                

  
 
 
 
             Nobles County Board Chair     Nobles County Administrator  
 
 
 

 
 


