
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County met in regular session on Tuesday, May 7, 2024, at the Government 
Center, in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  

The following Commissioners attended: Robert S. Demuth, Justin Ahlers, Chris Dybevick and Gene Metz.  
Chairperson Ahlers called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
1.0 Call To Order 
2.0 Pledge of Allegiance 
3.0 Approval of Agenda  
VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the agenda with the addition of 7.5.  
Motion by: Demuth, Robert S 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
4.0 Recognition 
4.1 Visitors and Guests Welcome 
4.2 Excellence in Performance Awards 
              - Sue Luing – Received for her long-term service and commitment for the betterment of the county  
4.3 Years of Service Recognition 
              - Licia Keninger - 10 years 
              - Ryan Como – 20 years 
5.0 Consent Agenda 
5.1 (A) April 02, 2024 Regular Board Meeting Minutes Draft  

Attachments: 
May 23, 2024 Draft Minutes 

5.2 Meetings and Conferences – Travel Expenses 
Attachments: 
Expenses paid May 3, 2024 

5.3 (A) Auditor’s & Commissioner’s Warrants 
Attachments: 
Accounts Payable Summary 
Auditor’s Warrants 

5.4 JD Ditch No. 9 Pay Application 
Attachments: 
Nobles & Jackson County Judicial Ditch No. 9 – Bid Package #3 – Pay Application #3 

Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
6.0 Special Presentation 
6.1  Wetland Easement Notification 

Attachments: 
    Letter of intent 
    Map of the property 

Realty Specialist Jacob Gross and Associates did explain further details regarding this wetland habitat easement. Again, 
the recognized piece of land is within Dewald Township, Section 25, parts of the SW4 (to be surveyed). The attachment 
certification document and map offer details. Action is sought to acknowledge the Certification of the County Board of 
Commissioners (document). Commissioners reminded Greg Kvilhaug that taxes still fall under his responsibility. Concerns 
discussion to the restoration project will affect the Blume family property. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to acknowledge the certification of Greg Kvilhaug Wetland Habitat Easement with the U.S Fish and 
Wildlife Services. 



Moved by: Demuth, Robert S 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 

6.2  Child Daycare Advocacy 
Attachment:  
Letter of Support 

Over $400,000.00 and additional contracted service funding have been dedicated to enhance child daycare options 
throughout Nobles County. Community and Economic Development Associates (CEDA) have been hired as an agency to 
focus upon strategies to increase child daycare options. As mentioned, recent legislation is proposed which Nobles 
County Staff and CEDA Representatives believe are detrimental to efforts to enhance and increase child daycare options 
throughout Nobles County. Bruce H. brought concerns towards the new proposal changes and revisions, so asks the 
commissioners sign the letter for the state representatives, state governor, and licensing agencies about the concerns.  
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the Letter to State Legislative regarding concerns with purposed Child Daycare Provider 
Laws 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 
6.3  Reading Sewer Service District 

Attachment: 
Petition 

Rinke Noonan Attorneys at Law, in conjunction with support from the Stantec Engineering Firm, have prepared the 
attached Petition for Municipal Outlet on behalf of Reading. As a point of record, the Board of Commissioners, acting as 
the Reading Sewer Service District, are asked to acknowledge and direct the signing of this Petition for Municipal Outlet. 
This document is used to proclaim Reading’s intent to eventually discharge Reading’s treated wastewater into County 
Ditch #5. Main discussion was for setting up a public hearing meeting with a 10 day, to no more than 30-day notice, to 
the public. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to set the public hearing to act upon the Reading Sewer Service Districts Outlet Petition for County 
Ditch #5 on June 4, 2024 @ 10:00 a.m. in the commissioner board room. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
7.0 Department Presentations 
7.1  
 

Kent Slater Conditional Use Permit #04-2024 
Attachments: 
Planning and Zoning Minutes  

Kent Slater of Rushmore, MN, a conditional use permit for conversion of two finishing hog barns to two finishing cattle 
barns. Public Hearing is required under Section 725.12 (1a) Conditional Use permit will be required when an existing 
feedlot is expanded over total operation of 1,000 animal units of the Nobles County Land Use Ordinance. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve Conditioned Use Permit #04 – 2024 to Kent Slater.  
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S 
7.2   K9 Retirement 
The Sheriff Office acquired a Belgian Malinois (Boris) August 2016. The Sheriff’s Office recently acquired a new K9 (Odin). 
He and Sgt. Schei will attend K9 training and certification starting in March. K9 Boris has been a valuable member of the 
Sheriff’s office and was responsible for taking large quantities of controlled substances off the streets in Nobles County 
and beyond. Board discussion to acknowledge and authorize the sale of the K9 Boris to his K9 handler Sergeant Michael 
Schei. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to proclaim Boris as excess property and acknowledge the retirement of K9 Boris as of May 5, 2024 
and the sale of K9 Boris to Micheal Schei for $1.  
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 



7.3 (A)  Professional Services Agreement with Beth Mahony 
Attachment: 
Agreement Notice 

The public health unit of the agency has been short staffed for several months now. We have a new public health 
Supervisor coming on Board later in May. We’re interested in bringing Beth on as a contracted employee to help both the 
current staff, new staff coming on board, and future staff become acclimated, knowledgeable, and comfortable in their 
roles. Through this contract Beth will provide additional support to staff, especially in the area of family home visiting. She 
will become knowledgeable in the Parents as Teachers evidenced-based home visiting program that we started last year 
and help provide stability to our programming. Beth will utilize her skills in providing reflective supervision to assist all 
staff working in the family home visiting area. As additional positions are filled, Beth will be able to provide baseline 
training to them and be able to support the new public health Supervisor as she gains experience in all areas of public 
health programming. Beth was our former Child Serves Supervisor. Beth main focus is on the family home visiting 
program. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the Professional Service Agreement with Beth Mahoney to provide Parents as Teachers 
evidence-based home visit program training to Nobles County Public Health workers. 
Moved by: Paplow, Bob 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S 
7.3 (B)  Child Care Licensing Changes 

Attachments: 
Proposed Revision 
Proposed Final Guidelines 

Summary of Child Care Licensing Variance Guidance changes we are recommending:  
• Increase term of variance approval from two months to three months (this will reduce the need for multiple 
consecutive requests)  
• Delete “number of previous variance requests in the last 24 months” from the items considered when evaluating a 
variance request (each request is evaluated on its own circumstances)  
• Delete “there is a variance request already in place and in use” from probable causes for denial (sometimes it is 
necessary to approve more than one variance request at a time, especially when trying to keep siblings with the same 
provider)  
• Updating the forms currently in place from the Department of Human Services and required with all variance requests.  
 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the updated Child Care Licensing Variance Guidance Changes as presented. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 
7.4 Township Bridge Projects 

Attachments:  
Resolution 202419 
Resolution 202420 
Resolution 202421 

The replacement structures will be larger and classified as a bridge when completed with explanation of how they 
become eligible. These new structures size will make them eligible for town bridge funding. Approving the resolutions 
making these structures a priority will allow the county to apply for the funding on behalf of the Townships to replace the 
structure. Without this priority designation, the townships would need to cover all the costs associated with the projects. 
Talks of who is overseeing the project, and time of when the bridge could be started.  
Voting 
It was duly passed to adopt the Resolution 202419 which acknowledges the priority of the bridge at the South side 
Section 33 Larkin / north side Section 4 Olney, thus making it a bridge, which in turn makes it eligible for the Town Bridge  
Account Funding. 
 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S 
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 



Voting 
It was duly passed to adopt the Resolution 202420 which acknowledges the priority of the bridge at the East side Section 
33 Seward, thus making it a bridge, which in turn makes it eligible for the Town Bridge Account Funding. 
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 

Voting 
It was duly passed to adopt the Resolution 202421 which acknowledges the priority of the bridge at the East side Section 
13 Bloom / west side Section 18 Seward, thus making it a bridge, which in turn makes it eligible for the Town Bridge 
Account Funding. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert S 
7.5 Highway Maintenance Superintendent Additional Pay (Addendum) 
Due to the vacancy of the Assistant County Engineer, the Highway Maintenance Superintendent. It has been a past practice 
to increase the pay of an employee that is taking on the temporary duties of a job class that is paid higher than their current 
pay. It is being recommended that the back pay starts on January 1, 2024. 
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the back pay of Cliff Altman, back pay is effective January 1, 2024 for $104/per pay period. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
8.0 Department Presentations 
8.1  
 

Rebuild Together Minnesota  
Attachments: 
Performance Reports  
Funding Summary 

Rebuild Together Minnesota representatives created an overlapping investment model at 100% funding from the 
Statewide Affordable Housing account. Administration recommends the Commissioners allocate 75%-80% of Statewide 
Affordable Housing Aid to Rebuild Together Minnesota at this time because other project are in process also.  
Voting 
It was duly passed to approve the use of 75% of Nobles County’s Statewide Affordable Housing Aid funds, with a quarterly 
report, for Rebuild Together Minnesota to assist Nobles County residents. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
9.0 Inter-Agency Reports 
9.1 Correspondence 
10.0 Other / Future Business 
County Ditch #5 Meeting / Reading Service District Petition -Tuesday June 4, 2024 10:00 a.m. 
Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
Board Meeting – Tuesday May 21, 2024 9:00 a.m. 
Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
11.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting @ 9:59 a.m. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Paplow, Bob 
     

                                              

          Nobles County Board Chair Nobles County Administrator  


