
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Nobles County met in regular session on Tuesday, April 23, 2024, at the Government 
Center, in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Worthington, Minnesota.  

The following Commissioners attended: Robert S. Demuth, Justin Ahlers, Chris Dybevick and Gene Metz.  
Chairperson Ahlers called the meeting to order at 8:00 A.M. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

1.0 Call To Order 

2.0 Pledge of Allegiance 

3.0 Approval of Agenda  

VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the agenda as presented.  
Motion by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert 

4.0 Recognition 

4.1 Visitors and Guests Welcome 

5.0 Consent Agenda 

5.1 (A) April 02, 2024 Regular Board Meeting Minutes Draft  
Attachments: 
April 02, 2024 Draft Minutes 

 

5.2 Meetings and Conferences – Travel Expenses 
Attachments: 
Expenses paid April 05, 2024 
Expenses paid April 19, 2024 

5.3 (A) Auditor’s & Commissioner’s Warrants 
Attachments: 
Accounts Payable Summary 
Auditor’s Warrants 

5.3 (B) Vendors Paid over $2,000 
Attachments: 
Paid Invoice Report by Vendor  

5.3 (C) Breakdown of Wells Fargo Payments 
Attachments: 
Breakdown of Wells Fargo Payments  

VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the consent agenda as presented. 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert S.   
Seconded by: Metz, Gene 

6.1 Closed Session – Negotiated labor item 

On a motion by Demuth, Robert and seconded by Metz, Gene, it was duly passed to close the meeting at 8:04 am per 
Minnesota Statutes 13D.03 Subd. 1(b) to discuss Union Negotiation Strategy. 
 
The board held a closed session and discussed union negotiation strategy. 
 
On a motion by Metz, Gene and seconded by Demuth, Robert it was duly passed to open the meeting at 9:05 am. 
 
The board discussed union negotiation strategy and the closed meeting recording was sealed and will be safely stored. 

6.2 Closed Session – Offer for the purchase of real property 

On a motion by Demuth, Robert and seconded by Dybevick, Chris, it was duly passed to close the meeting at 9:06 am 
pursuant to Minnesota Statute 13D.05 Subd. 3(c)(3) to develop or consider offers or counteroffers for the purchase or 
sale of real or personal property related to the Reading Sanitary Sewer District Property.  



 
The board held a closed session and discussed offers for real property related to the Reading Sanitary Sewer District. 
 
On a motion by Dybevick, Chris and seconded by Metz, Gene it was duly passed to open the meeting at 9:26 am. 
 
The board has completed discussion on the consideration of offers or counteroffers for the purchased or sale of real or 
personal property related to the Reading Sanitary Sewer District Property. The closed meeting recording was sealed and 
will be safely stored. 

7.0 Public Hearing 

7.1 (A)     Public Hearing – Proposed Property Tax Abatement Daniel and Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-020 
A. Open Hearing (Action) 
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion 
C. Public Comment 
D. Close Hearing (Action) 
E. Decisions : Daniel and Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-020 – Resolution 202417 (Action) 
Attachments: 
Application information 
Resolution 202417 

VOTING  
Justin Ahlers recused himself from the vote as he is involved in the project. 
A. A motion by Dybevick, Chris and seconded by Demuth, Robert, it was duly passed to open the Proposed Property Tax 
Abatement Public Hearing for Daniel and Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-020.  
B. Bruce Heitkamp, Nobles County Administrator, reviewed the Nobles Home Initiative Application.  
C. No Discussion or public comment was received.   
D. On a motion by Dybevick, Chris and seconded by Demuth, Robert, it was duly passed to close the Proposed Property 
Tax Abatement Public Hearing. 
E. On a motion by Demuth, Robert and seconded by Dybevick, Chris it was duly passed to adopt Resolution 202417 
approving tax abatement to Daniel and Tanya Wagner Parcel 31-3659-020 pursuant to Minnesota Statute 469.1813. 

8.0 Department Presentations 

8.1 (A)   MnDOT TH 59 MPDG Grant – Letter and resolution of support 
Attachments: 
Email 
Letter of Support 
Resolution 202418 

MnDOT is applying for a Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant (MPDG) in an effort to make improved pedestrian and 
bicycle access along Humiston Ave/TH 59 in Worthington. I understand this would be in conjunction with the turnback 
project that is being finalized between MnDOT and the City of Worthington. If MnDOT is successful in obtaining the grant, 
it would enable them to free up additional funding to cover the cost to complete improvements on CSAH 35 (Oxford St) 
between Smith Ave and Humiston Ave. Since this is a County State Aid Highway in Worthington, typical the City and 
County would cost share in the project. The current estimated costs to make the required improvements along this 
section are $1.3 million. 

VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the letter of support and resolution 202418 in support of the MnDOT TH 59 MPDG Grant. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 

8.1 (B)   Additional Summer Worker for Public Works 

Public Works currently has two summer worker positions allocated in the 2024 budget. Based on the available work load 
for 2024, adding a third summer worker would assist the department in completing our upcoming projects and workload. 
A third summer worker would help address work load needs in Hwy Maintenance, Hwy Engineering, Grounds 
Maintenance, and occasional fill-in for Parks when needed. 

VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the third summer worker for Public Works 
Moved by: Demuth, Robert 



Seconded by: Metz, Gene 

8.1 (C)   City of Ellsworth Parade Permit 
Attachments: 
Application 
Certificate of Insurance 
Parade Map 

The City of Ellsworth is applying for a parade permit to celebrate Family Fun Days to be held on Saturday, June 8th, 2024 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Board policy requires that the permit be approved by the county board to close a county 
highway for a parade or special event. 

VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the City of Ellsworth parade permit. 
Moved by: Metz, Gene 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 

9.0 Administration Presentation 

9.1 
 

Reading Sewer Service District Petition for Municipal Outlet 
Attachments: 
Petition for Municipal Outlet 

The Nobles County Board of Commissioners do business as the Reading Sewer Service District (“Reading”) on behalf of 
the residents of the Village of Reading, within Summit Lake Township. A Petition for Municipal Outlet is required as a 
component of establishing a wastewater treatment facility for Reading. The recognized outlet pertaining to this Petition is 
County Ditch #5. Rinke Noonan Attorneys at Law, in conjunction with support from the Stantec Engineering Firm, have 
prepared the attached Petition for Municipal Outlet on behalf of Reading. As a point of record, the Board of 
Commissioners, acting as the Reading Sewer Service District, are asked to acknowledge and direct the signing of this 
Petition for Municipal Outlet. This document is used to proclaim Reading’s intent to eventually discharge Reading’s 
treated wastewater into County Ditch #5. The Petition is merely one step in a public process. If acknowledged and signed, 
the Petition will be forwarded to the Nobles County Drainage Coordinator. Additional procedures will be made known 
with the public being notified of intentions to address this petition request. 

VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve the petition for municipal outlet for the Reading Sanitary Sewer District as presented.  
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris  
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert 

9.2 
 

Commissioner Committee Appointments 
Attachments: 
2024 Committee Listing 

The Nobles County Board of Commissioners appoint a Delegate representative to the Nobles County Soil & Water 
Conservation District (Nobles SWCD). The Delegate acts as an information conduit for the benefit of both aforementioned 
public Boards. A schedule conflict necessitates a change of Nobles SWCD Delegate and the proposed addition of a Nobles 
SWCD Alternate. Commissioner Robert Demuth, Jr. is currently the appointed Nobles SWCD Delegate and the Employee 
Empowerment Team (E.E.T.) Delegate. The Nobles SWCD Meetings and the E.E.T. Meetings are scheduled on the same 
dates of the month and at similar times. The following committee appointment changes are proposed to accommodate 
both Boards and meeting dates and times, respectively: 
Nobles SWCD Delegate Commissioner  Current: Robert Demuth, Proposed: Gene Metz 
Alternate Commissioner, Current:  None, Proposed: Robert Demuth  

VOTING 
It was duly passed to appoint Gene Metz as the delegate and Robert Demuth as the alternate to the Nobles Soil & Water 
Conservation District.  
Moved by: Ahlers, Justin 
Seconded by: Dybevick, Chris 

10.0 Administration Presentation 

10.1 
 

“Fiber to Home” Broadband Effort – Inclusion of Bigelow, MN 
Attachments: 
Map 



Lismore Telephone Cooperative Members have previously introduced a proposed “Fiber to Home” broadband effort and 
their interrelated attempt to acquire U.S.D.A.’s Reconnect Fiber to Home Program funding.  Nobles County has previously 
committed funding to this Fiber to Home project. It was recently identified that Bigelow, MN was eligible to now 
participate in the Fiber to Home project. Lismore Telephone Cooperative Members will be at the meeting discussing the 
project and ways Nobles County can assist. Discussion was had on contributing money and asking Bigelow to contribute 
as well.  

VOTING 
It was duly passed to approve signing a letter of support to Lismore Telephone for the Boarder to Boarder round 10 grant 
to include Bigelow, MN while using $35,000 of Wind Energy Funds and reaching out to Bigelow to see if they will 
contribute financially as well.  
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert 

11.0 Inter-Agency Reports / Announcements 

11.1 Committee and Board Reports 

Commissioner, District 2; Gene Metz: Reported on the ongoing discussion of tax forfeited proceeds.  
 
Commissioner, District 5; Chris Dybevick: Reported on the Park Board meeting where the park house renovations were 
discussed.  
   
Administration; Bruce Heitkamp: Reported on building projects.   
 
Commissioner, District 4; Robert S. Demuth: Reported on BOE meetings and the PW meetings where more than one 
house on a parcel was discussed.  
 
Commissioner, District 3; Bob Paplow: Absent. 
 
Commissioner, District 1; Justin Ahlers: Reported on the RNCC remodel and the high bids.  
 
Attorney, Braden Hoefert: No Report.   

11.2 Correspondence  
Attachments: 
Recrutiment Memo 
Nobles County Art Center Board Meeting Minutes 4/15/24 
Nobles SWCD Meeting Minutes 3/20/24 
Nobles SWCD Agenda 4/17/24 
Nobles SWCD Agenda 4/19/24 

11.3 Calendar 
Attachments: 
April 2024 
May 2024 

10.0 Other / Future Business 

Work Session – Tuesday April 30, 2024 8:30 a.m. 
Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 
Board Meeting – Tuesday May 07, 2024 9:00 a.m. 
Government Center Board Room, Worthington, MN 

12.0 Adjournment 
It was duly passed to adjourn the meeting at 10:08 a.m. 
Moved by: Dybevick, Chris 
Seconded by: Demuth, Robert 

     

   



 

 

                    

    

 Nobles County Board Chair     Nobles County Administrator  

 


