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“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals, 
 families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.” 

 
“Looking Forward with Purpose” 

 

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING 
NOBLES HOME INITIATIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

APRIL 02, 2024 BOARD MEETING 
NOBLES HOME INITIATIVE (NHI) REQUEST 
Jakob and Hope Hicks [Resolution 202416] 

 (5 MINUTES) 
 

Topic:   
One party is requesting dwelling-related tax abatement relief through the Nobles Home Initiative 
program (NHI).  A Public Hearing notification has been published & posted. Project details are offered 
below. 
 

Discussion:   
As mentioned, the following individuals are requesting participation in the NHI program for the 
development of a single family home: 

• Jakob and Hope Hicks (Resolution 202416); Parcel 13-0245-500, 39176 280th Street Round 
Lake, MN 56167, 589' X 452' TRACT IN SW1/4 SW1/4 ACRES 6.11, building a new home. 

o All taxes have been paid 
 
Options:    

• Hold a public hearing, act upon hearing procedures, and then adopt the associated resolution to 
approve the NHI tax-abatement request 

• Hold a public hearing and do not adopt associated resolutions, thus not approving the 
associated NHI tax-abatement request  

 

Recommendation: 
Administration recommends the Commissioners review project materials, hold the public hearing, and 
act to adopt the associated resolution relating to the NHI tax-abatement request. 

    
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

























 RESOLUTION NO. 202416 
 
 A RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX ABATEMENT 
 FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. 469.1813 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 469.1813 gives authority to the County of Nobles to grant an 
abatement of property taxes imposed by the County if certain criteria are met; and 
 

WHEREAS, in addition to the statutory requirements, Nobles County has adopted the Nobles 
Home Initiative guidelines which must be met before an abatement of taxes will be granted for 
residential development; and 
 

WHEREAS, Jakob and Hope Hicks is the owner of certain property within Nobles County, 
legally described as follows: 
 

589' X 452' TRACT IN SW1/4 SW1/4 ACRES 6.11, 589' X 452' TRACT IN SW1/4 
SW1/4 ACRES 6.11  

Including Parcel 13-0245-500 
 

WHEREAS, Jakob and Hope Hicks has made application to Nobles County for the abatement 
of taxes as to the above-described parcel; and 
 

WHEREAS, Jakob and Hope Hicks has met the statutory requirements outlined under 
Minnesota Statute 469.1813 Subdivision 1(1) and Subdivision 2(i) as well as the County’s Nobles 
Home Initiative guidelines for tax abatement; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA: 
 

1. The Nobles County does, hereby grant an abatement of Nobles County share of real estate 
taxes upon the above-described parcel for the construction of a new single family home.  

 
2. The tax abatement will be for no more than five years commencing on the first year of 

taxes payable for the assessed value(s) related to the captured tax capacity outlined in 
Paragraph 1.   

 
3.  The County shall provide the awarded abatement payment following payment of due real 

estate taxes annually. One single payment shall be issued to the owner of record by 
December 31st for that calendar year. 

 
4. The tax abatement shall be for the residential capital improvements only. Land values and 

the original tax capacity are not eligible and will not be abated. 
 

5.  The abatement shall be null and void if construction is not commenced within 12 months 
of the approval of this resolution or if real estate taxes are not paid on or before the 
respective payment deadlines annually. 

 
Adopted by the Nobles County Board of Commissioners this 2nd day of April, 2024.  



  
 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________   
Board Chair  
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

STATE OF MINNESOTA   ) 
     (ss 
COUNTY OF NOBLES   ) 
 
 
 I, Bruce Heitkamp, County Administrator of said County of Nobles, do hereby certify that I have 
compared the foregoing copy with the original resolution adopted by the County Board on the 2nd day of April, 
2024 and now remaining on file and of record in my office and that the same is a correct transcript and of the 
whole of such original. 
 

      Witness my hand and official seal this 

 

day of  April      , 

 2024. 

 

SEAL 
        
 
       

Bruce Heitkamp, County Administrator 
Nobles County, Minnesota 
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“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals, 
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.” 

 
COMMISSIONER BRIEFING 
Purchase of Service Agreement  

Southwest Health and Human Services  
Community Services 

Stacie Golombiecki (Administrator Heitkamp will present)  
Time needed – 5 minutes 

 
Issue:   
Community Services is in need of consultation for Public Health Nuisance Investigation.  
Southwest Health and Human Services (SWHHS) has an experienced staff person in the area 
of Public Health Nuisance Investigation and is agreeable to providing our agency with services 
and consultations relating to these issues.      
 
Discussion:   
Community Services is need of expertise in the area of Public Health Nuisance Investigation.  
We currently do not have staff on board who can complete the needed inspections and 
investigations and provide recommendations in these situations.  We have contracted with 
SWHHS for this service in the past on a case-by-case basis.  Currently, SWHHS is agreeable to 
entering into a longer-term agreement to provide this service for our agency as the need arises.   
We typically see an increase in requests for this type service in the warmer months of the year.   
This agreement is for the time period of April 1, 2024 – April 30th, 2025 and can be extended for 
an additional ninety-day period. The cost of this Agreement is $65.00 per hour plus mileage at 
the current IRS rate when applicable.  We estimate needing to complete 4-5 of these 
assessments/investigations per year with an average of 30 hours per work for each one.  We 
have local public health funds available to fund this agreement as this is a mandated service for 
our agency.   Braden Hoefert, Nobles County Attorney has approved the Agreement in form and 
execution.          
 
Options:    

• Approve the Agreement  
• Ask for Modifications  
• Deny approval for the Agreement    

 
Recommendation: 
I am recommending that the Board approve this Purchase of Service Agreement with SWHHS.   
 
Attachment:  
Purchase of Service Agreement Between Nobles County and Southwest Health and Human 
Services.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Purchase of Services Agreement 

Between  

Nobles County  

And  

Southwest Health and Human Services 
 

Nobles County, a corporate and political body existing under the laws of the State of Minnesota, by its 

Nobles County Community Services Agency, located at 318 9th Street, Worthington MN 56187-0189, 

hereafter referred to as the Agency, and Southwest Health and Human Services (SWHHS) located at 607 

West Main St., Suite 200, Marshall MN 56258.    

WHEREAS, SWHHS has in its employ an Environmental Health Manager qualified to provide trainings, 

inspections, and support to Nobles County Public Health in the area of public health nuisance complaint 

investigation,  

WHEREAS, the Agency wishes to obtain nuisance inspections and reports from the SWHHS 

Environmental Health Manager;  

NOW THEREFORE, the Agency and SWHHS agree as follows:  

1. Provider’s Duties 

 

a. During the term of this Agreement, the Agency agrees to purchase and SWHHS agrees to 

furnish the following: SWHHS will make its Environmental Health Manager available to 

the Agency for the completion of public health nuisance inspections and written reports 

regarding nuisance properties and inspections.  Written reports will include specific 

recommendations for remediation, court intervention, etc.       

 

b. It is estimated that the work involved in the inspection and reporting necessary will be 30 

hours or less per incident. 

 

c. SWHHS work will take precedence to work contracted for under this Agreement.  

 

d. SWHHS will notify the Agency in writing whenever it is unable to provide the required 

quality or quantity of Purchased Services. The Provider will also notify the Agency in 

writing within 10 days of learning that it will or may become unable to provide the required 

quality or quantity of Purchased Services. Upon receiving notification, the Agency will 

determine whether Provider’s inability or expected inability requires modification or 

termination of this Agreement.  

 

 

2. Cost and Delivery of Purchased Services 

 

a. The Agency will pay SWHHS $65.00 per hour plus mileage at the current IRS rate for 

services rendered under this Agreement.  



 

3. Payment for Purchased Services 

 

a. Certification of expenditures: The Provider will, within 15 working days following the last 

day of each calendar month, submit a standard invoice for services rendered that month.  

 

b. Within 30 days of the date of receiving the invoice the Agency will make payment. 

 

4. Safeguard of Client Information 

 

a. Neither party will disclose information concerning a client in violation of any law or rule 

of confidentiality or for any purpose not directly connected with the administration of the 

Agency’s or SWHHS’s responsibility with respect to the services provided under this 

Agreement, except on written consent of such client or the client’s attorney. 

 

5. Equal Opportunity and Civil Rights and Nondiscrimination. 

The Provider will: 

a. Administer all programs in accordance with the provisions contained in the Food and 

Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended, and in the manner prescribed by regulations issued 

pursuant to the Act; implement the FNS-approved State Plan of Operation for the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); comply with Title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964; section 11(c) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended; the 

Age Discrimination Act of 1975; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; Title II of 

the Americans with Disabilities Action of 1990; Title IX of the Educational Amendments 

of 1972; and all the requirements imposed by the regulations issued pursuant to these Acts 

by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to the effect that, no person in the United States 

shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, political beliefs, or 

religion, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise subject 

to discrimination under SNAP. 

 

b. Administer all programs in accordance with U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services requirements imposed by the regulations pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973; Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Action of 1990; Title IX of the Educational 

Amendments of 1972; Section 1557 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 

2010. Comply with the regulations to the effect that, no person in the United States shall, 

on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, or religion, be excluded 

from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or otherwise subject to discrimination under 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services programs. 

 

c. Administer all programs in compliance with the Minnesota Human Rights Act, Public 

Services and Public Accommodations provisions; comply with all the requirements 

imposed by the Minnesota Human Rights Act to the effect that, no person in Minnesota 



shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, religion, creed, sex, sexual orientation, 

marital status, public assistance status, or disability, be excluded from participation in, be 

denied benefits of, or otherwise subject to discrimination under the Minnesota Human 

Rights Act. The Contractor or Vendor and the County Agency further agree to fully comply 

with any changes in Federal law and regulations. This agreement may be modified with 

the mutual consent of both parties. 

 

 

6. Conditions of the Parties’ Obligations 

 

a. SWHHS agrees to inform the Agency within 10 business days of changes in its address, 

ownership, organizational structure, board of director membership, or chief operating 

officers. 

 

b. In the event the reimbursement to the Agency from State and Federal sources is not 

obtained and continued at a level sufficient to allow for the purchase of the indicated 

quantity of Purchased Services, the obligations of each party under this Agreement will 

terminate immediately, with written notice from the Agency to the Provider, effective the 

date the source funding ceases. 

 

c. This Agreement may be terminated by either party at any time, with or without cause, upon 

30 days’ notice in writing delivered by mail or in person.  

 

d. Any alterations, variations, modifications, or waivers or provisions of this Agreement will 

be valid only when reduced to writing, duly signed, and attached to the original Agreement. 

 

7.   Indemnification 

During the term of this Agreement, including the term of any extensions to this Agreement, each 

Party will maintain professional liability insurance with minimum coverage limits in accordance 

with Minnesota Statutes 466.  Each Party shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the other 

Party to this Agreement. 

8. Assignment of Designees 

 

The assigned designees have the authority to bind the party they represent and consent to 

modifications and subcontracts, except that, as to the Agency, the designee shall have only the 

authority specifically and generally granted by the Nobles County Board of Commissioners. 

Notifications required to be provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be provided to the following 

named persons or their successors.  Each party will promptly notify the other party in writing of 

any changes in its designation of the person and that person’s contact information.  

 

a. Notices to the Agency shall be directed to Nobles County Community Services Agency, 

Attn: Stacie Golombiecki, Director, 318 9th street, PO Box  189, Worthington, MN 56187 



 

b. Notices to SWHHS shall be directed to Carol Biren, M.S. , Division Director  - Public 

Health / CHS Administrator, SWHHS, 607 West Main, Suite 200, Marshall MN 56258.   

 

9. Term of Agreement   

 

a. The term of this Agreement shall be from April 1, 2024 (“start date”) through April 30, 2025 

(“end date”) regardless of the date of the signatures. However this Agreement may be terminated 

prior to that date as provided in this Agreement or by mutual agreement of the parties.  This 

Agreement may also be extended for additional 90-day periods by mutual consent of the parties 

approved by the Nobles County Board of Commissioners and the SWHHS Board of 

Commissioners in writing.  However, a new agreement must be entered into on an annual basis if 

the parties wish to continue the services beyond that period of time.  

 

10. Entire Agreement 

 

It is understood and agreed that the entire Agreement of the parties is contained here and that this 

Agreement supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations between the parties relating to the 

subject matter thereof. 

SOUTHWEST HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES:  

 

_____________________________________________     

Chair, Board of Commissioners       Date   

 

NOBLES COUNTY: 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Chair, Board of Commissioners     Date 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND EXECUTION:  

By:  _________________________________________________________ 

 Braden Hoefert, Nobles County Attorney   Date  

3/25/2024



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals, 

 families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.” 

 

“Looking forward with purpose.” 
 

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING 
 

APRIL 2, 2024 
READING SEWER SERVICE DISTRICT 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT SITE PREPARATION 
AWARD OF GEOTECHNICAL SERVICES 
BRUCE HEITKAMP, ADMINISTRATOR 

 
Topic:   

The Nobles County Board of Commissioners are also the acting Board of the Reading Sewer 
Service District.  The Board has directed staff and Stantec Engineers to act in a manner to 
supply the Village of Reading, MN with a wastewater treatment facility.  The award of 
geotechnical services is the next step in the process. 
 

Discussion:   

Stantec Engineer Joe Palen acted on the Board’s behalf to request proposals to perform 
Piezometer and Soil Boring Testing, respectively (“Geotechnical Services”).  A Request for 
Proposals were submitted with three firms responding (attached).  The low quote was 
submitted by American Engineering Testing at a cost of $30,546.00.  
 

Options:    

 Act to award this testing project to the low quote of American Engineering Testing at a 
cost of $30,546.00 

 Act to award the project to another firm 

 Do not act 
 

Recommendation: 
Administration recommends the Commissioners accept American Engineering Testing’s low 
quote of $30,546.00 to perform the soil testing at the proposed wastewater treatment facility 
site. 

    
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.co.nobles.mn.us 
 



 

   

 

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 
3800 Highway 52 N, Suite 130 
Rochester, MN  55901 

 

March 21, 2024 

Bruce Heitkamp 
Nobles County Administrator 
315 10th St. PO Box 757 
Worthington, MN  56187 
 
Re: Reading Wastewater Collection, Conveyance and Treatment   

Request for Proposals for Geotechnical Services 
Stantec Project No. 227701573 
Bid Results 

 
Dear Mr. Heitkamp: 
 
On behalf of Nobles County, Stantec solicited quotes for Geotechnical Service needed to 
advance final design and the preparation of construction plans and bidding documents for the 
Reading Wastewater Collection, Conveyance and Treatment project.  Geotechnical services 
requested for the project include 33 soil borings, installation of three piezometers, soil testing, and 
the preparation of a geotechnical report.  Five qualified geotechnical consultants were solicited 
to provide quotes for the project. Transmitted herewith is a copy of the request for proposals and 
the quotes received for the project for the County’s information and file.  
 
There was a total of 3 quotes submitted on or before the March 21, 2024 deadline.  The following 
summarizes the results of the quote submittals: 
 

 Contractor Total Quote 
Low American Engineering Testing $30,546.00 
#2 Geotek Engineering Service, Inc. $31,900.00 
#3 Terracon $47,200.00 

 
All three quotes were reviewed an appear to conform to the requirements of the RFP and the 
contractors are all qualified to do the work. 
 
If Nobles County wishes to award the geotechnical services work to the low Bidder, then 
American Engineering Testing should be awarded the work for the quoted in the amount of 
$30,546.00.  
 
It is important that the geotechnical services work be completed early this spring to be able to 
monitor ground water conditions at the proposed wastewater stabilization pond site and to avoid 
impacts to crop planting. Any work, including soil borings, piezometer installations and monitoring 
will need to be approved by and coordinated with the pond site property owner in advance of 
the work.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at Phone: (507) 251-2568 
or Email:  Joseph.palen@stantec.com  
 
Sincerely, 
STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC. 
 
 
Joseph Palen, PE 
Enclosure 

mailto:Joseph.palen@stantec.com


 

1603 Halbur Road | Marshall, MN 56258 
Phone (507) 532-0771 | (800) 972-6364 | Fax (651) 659-1379 | teamAET.com | AA/EEO 

This document shall not be reproduced, except in full, without written approval from American Engineering Testing, Inc. 

 
 
Revised: March 25, 2024 
 
 
 
Mr. Bruce Heitkamp 
Nobles County 
315 10th Street 
Worthington, MN 56187 
bheitkamp@co.nobles.mn.us   
 
RE: Proposal for Geotechnical Services 
 Reading Wastewater Collection, Conveyance, and Treatment Project 

Reading, Minnesota 
 AET #P-0031868 
 
Dear Mr. Heitkamp: 
 
American Engineering Testing, Inc. is pleased to submit a proposal for this project.  In this proposal, we 
present our understanding of the project, an outline of the scope of services we are to provide, a fee 
schedule, and an estimate of charges for our services. 
   
Purpose  
The purpose of this geotechnical work is to explore the subsurface conditions at the site, and based on 
our characterization of the obtained data, to prepare a geotechnical engineering report presenting 
comments and recommendations to assist you and your design team in planning and construction.   
 
Project Information 
We understand that you are planning to construct a wastewater collection, conveyance, and treatment 
system in Reading, Minnesota. The project will include construction of a new two-cell wastewater 
treatment stabilization pond, 8-inch diameter gravity outfall pipe, 4-inch diameter force main pipe, a new 
sanitary sewer lift station, and gravity sanitary sewer collection piping.  We understand that the proposed 
wastewater stabilization pond site has previously not been developed and is located approximately 1 ½ 
miles south of Reading in a farm field.   
 
Scope of Services  
Field Exploration 
As requested by you, our subsurface exploration program will consist of the following: 
 

• Perform sixteen (16) standard penetration (ASTM:D1586) ranging in depths between 10 feet and 
25 feet. 

• Perform seventeen (17) flight auger borings (ASTM:D1452) to a depth of  10 to 20 feet. 
• Seal the boreholes per Minnesota Department of Health requirements. 
• Install three 1 -inch diameter, pvc piezometers within three of the SPT soil borings to a depth of 

10 feet. 
 

We have not had an opportunity to observe the project site; we assume that the proposed boring locations 
will be accessible to our truck mounted equipment. Also, if required, snow removal costs have not been 
included in this proposal. 

mailto:bheitkamp@co.nobles.mn.us
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We will drill the borings using hollow stem augers or by rotary mud drilling, and sampling by the split-barrel 
method (ASTM D1586). Our crew will keep field logs noting the methods of drilling and sampling, the 
Standard Penetration Values (N-values, “blows per foot”), preliminary soil classification, and observed 
groundwater levels.  Representative portions of recovered samples will be sealed in jars to prevent moisture 
loss and submitted to our laboratory for review, testing and final classification. We will backfill the boreholes 
and soundings to comply with the Minnesota Department of Health Regulations.  
 
The roadway pavement/parking lot will be patched with bituminous/concrete.  Even after backfilling, some 
sloughing of the backfill may occur, resulting in a potential tripping hazard to pedestrians. We assume 
that the property owner will backfill and repair any boreholes that may slough after our exploration is 
complete. AET cannot accept any liability associated with pedestrian injury.  Accessing the boring 
locations may leave ruts in the ground. We assume that the property owner will perform any site 
restoration work. We have not included a fee for site restoration in our cost estimate. 
 
Piezometers 
Per your request, we will install three piezometers within two of the boreholes at the pond site (boring 
SB-11, SB-13, and SB-15).  Each piezometer will be constructed of 1-inch diameter PVC materials, with 
a 5-foot screened interval at the bottom.  Above grade finishes will be utilized for the piezometers and 
protection will be provided using a square steel tubing around the casing and three 4x4 treated wood 
posts around each piezometer.  The steel tube will be fitted with a locking cap.  As requested, we have 
not provided a price to return and abandon the piezometers.  The proposed 10-foot depth is above the 
MDH regulated depth for an environmental well.  We understand the water level monitoring and removal 
will be complete by others.   
 
Underground Utilities 
Before we drill, we will contact Gopher State One Call to locate public underground utilities.  Gopher 
State One Call does not currently charge for this service, but they will not locate private underground 
utilities or structures. Examples of private utilities include, but are not limited to, propane lines, sewer 
laterals, storm sewer, sprinkler systems, site lighting, and electric and data lines between buildings. The 
property owner is responsible for locating all private underground utilities and structures. Please 
provide us with any maps, plans and records showing the location of all private utilities and structures.  
 
We can provide you with names and contact information for private utility locators. These companies 
usually charge a fee for their services. Also, please note that private locators cannot guarantee that all 
private utilities will be located. For the private locator to be accurate and effective, the property owner 
must provide maps, plans and records showing the location of all private utilities and structures.  The 
property owner must also provide a knowledgeable site representative to meet with the private locator 
and AET personnel. 
 
AET shall be entitled to rely upon the accuracy of all location information supplied by any source. We will 
not be responsible for any damages to underground utilities or structures not located or incorrectly 
identified by the property owner, any maps, plans or records, or public or private utility locator providers. 
 
Laboratory Testing 
Our services will include index laboratory testing of selected soil samples to aid in judging engineering 
properties of the soils.  The requested laboratory testing is as follows: 
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Test Quantity Unit Price Cost 
Moisture Content (ASTM:D2216) 100  $15.00 $1,500.00 

Moisture Content/Density (ASTM:D7263) 6 $70.00 $420.00 
Particle Size Analysis (ASTM:D422) 4 $263.00 $1,052.00 

Standard Proctor (ASTM:D698) 4 $184.00 $736.00 
Recompacted Flex Wall Permeability Test 

(ASTM:D5084) 
4 $587.00 $2,348.00 

One Dimensional Consolidation Test 
(ASTM:D2435) 

0 $761.00 $--- 

Atterberg Limits (ASTM:D4318) 5 $148.00 $740.00 
  Total Cost $6,796.00 

 
Engineering Report 
Upon completion of the drilling and laboratory work, we will prepare a geotechnical report describing the 
subsurface conditions encountered and presenting our recommendations for the proposed construction 
and wastewater treatment ponds.  The report will also discuss earthwork recommendations and present 
our geotechnical engineering opinions and recommendations regarding the following: 

• Grading procedures to prepare the stabilization pond area and clay liner construction. 
• Backfilling procedures, including material types and compaction requirements. 
• Below grade structure backfilling procedures with drain tile recommendations and estimates 

of lateral earth pressures. 
• Recommendations for support of new utilities installed by open cut or directional drilling within 

the streets or right of way areas. 
• Comments on other items which may affect final performance or constructability, such as frost 

heave and drainage considerations. 
 
Insurance 
For the mutual protection of you and American Engineering Testing, we maintain both general and 
professional liability insurance.  Certificates of such insurance can be provided at your request. 
 
Project Direction 
Services we perform on your project will be done under the direction of an experienced geotechnical 
engineer registered in the State of Minnesota. 
 
Fees 
The scope of work defined in this proposal will be performed on a time and materials basis in accordance 
with the attached schedule of fees.  For the scope of work described above, the estimated cost will be as 
follows: 
Task Cost 
Mobilization/Demobilization  $900.00 
Clear Utilities/Layout soil borings  $700.00 
Soil Borings  $12,000.00 
Piezometer Installation  $5,000.00 
MDH Sealing Record $150.00 
Laboratory Testing   $6,796.00 
Report and Project Management $5,000.00 

TOTAL $30,546.00 
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We would not exceed $30,546.00 without prior authorization.  If additional drilling is required for proper 
soil evaluation it would be charged at a unit rate of $35/foot.   
 
In the event the scope of our services needs to be revised due to unanticipated conditions or for proper 
evaluation, we will review such scope adjustments and the associated fees with you and receive your 
approval before proceeding. 
 
Minnesota Department of Health Fees 
Effective July 1, 2019, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has changed the borehole sealing 
and notification requirements. For sites where borings are drilled to a depth of 15 feet or deeper, all 
licensed drilling companies are required by law to grout the boreholes upon completion. For borings 25 
feet in depth or deeper all licensed drilling companies must submit written notification to the MDH prior 
to drilling along with a fee of $75. Projects that span multiple properties will require multiple notifications. 
The MDH also requires that a Sealing Record be submitted to the MDH, with a copy to you, after the 
borings are completed. The above fee estimate for our geotechnical services includes the MDH fee for 
the proposed scope of drilling; however, because final boring depths can change, for example, due to 
possible unanticipated poor soil conditions, the final MDH fee (including an administrative charge of $65 
per notification) will be added, if necessary, to our final invoice to you. 
 
The MDH Notification and Sealing Record requires the Property Owner name and mailing address (the 
Property Owner will also receive a copy of the Sealing Record). Please provide this information below. 
 
Property Owner’s name/company name: 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Property Owner’s mailing address: 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Performance Schedule 
Weather permitting; we anticipate drilling operations can begin within about three (3) to four (4) weeks 
after receiving authorization to proceed.  Verbal results of the drilling activities can be obtained shortly 
after completion of the drilling.  We anticipate the geotechnical report can be prepared within about one 
(1) week to two (2) weeks after completion of the field work and laboratory testing.  The laboratory testing 
will require one (1) to two (2) weeks to complete.  We are available to review special schedule needs with 
you. 
 
Environmental Concerns 
This proposal is presented for engineering services to evaluate the structural properties of the soil at the 
specified site.  This proposed does not cover environmental assessment of the site or environmental 
testing of the soil or groundwater.  If you wish to have us provide these additional services, please contact 
us.   
 
Terms and Conditions 
All AET Services are provided subject to the Terms and Conditions set forth in the enclosed Master 
Service Agreement, which, upon acceptance of this proposal, are binding upon you as the Client 
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requesting Services, and your successors, assignees, joint venturers and third-party beneficiaries. 
Please be advised that additional insured status is granted upon acceptance of the proposal. 
 
Acceptance 
AET requests written acceptance of this proposal in the Proposal Acceptance box below, but the following 
actions shall constitute your acceptance of this proposal together with the Terms and Conditions and 
Amendments: 1) issuing an authorizing purchase order for any of the Services described above, 2) 
authorizing AET’s presence on site or 3) written or electronic notification for AET to proceed with any of 
the Services described in this proposal.  Please indicate your acceptance of this proposal by signing 
below and returning a copy to us.  When you accept this proposal, you represent that you are authorized 
to accept on behalf of the Client.   
 
We have enclosed with this proposal a copy of the “Environmental/Geotechnical Service Agreement-
Terms and Conditions.”  The terms contained in this attachment are incorporated herein and are an 
integral part of this contract for professional engineering services. 
 
If you have any questions regarding our services, or need additional information, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
American Engineering Testing, Inc. 
 

     
 
Tom James       Gregory A. Guyer, PE 
Manager – Marshall     Senior Engineer  
Phone: 507-532-0771     Phone: 507-387-2222  
Fax: 651-659-1379     Fax:  651-659-1379  
Email: tjames@teamaet.com    Email:  gguyer@teamaet.com 
 
  
TJ/GG/as 
 
 
Attachments 
 Service Agreement (4 pages)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tjames@teamaet.com
mailto:gguyer@teamaet.com


Proposal for Geotechnical Testing 
Reading Wastewater Collection, Conveyance, & Treatment Project, Reading, Minnesota 
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AET Proposal No. P-0031868 
 
 

Page 6 of 6 

ACCEPTANCE AND AUTHORIZATION: AET Proposal No. P-0031868 

SIGNATURE:   
PRINTED NAME:   
COMPANY:   
ADDRESS:    
PHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL:   
DATE:   
 
INVOICING INFORMATION (Provide Company AP Department Information, if present.) 
 
AP CONTACT NAME:   
BILLING/MAILING ADDRESS:   
AP PHONE NUMBER AND INVOICE EMAIL:   
P.O. NO./ PROJECT NO.:    
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SECTION 1 - RESPONSIBILITIES 
1.1 - This Service Agreement – Terms and Conditions (“terms and conditions”) is applicable to all services ("Services") provided by American 
Engineering Testing, Inc. (AET). As used herein “Services” refers to the scope of services described in the proposal submitted by AET to Client. 
The proposal, these terms and conditions and any appendices attached hereto shall comprise the agreement ("Agreement") between AET and 
Client for Services described in the proposal and are binding upon the Client, its successors, assignees, joint ventures and third-party beneficiaries. 
AET requests written acceptance of the Agreement, but the following actions shall also constitute Client’s acceptance of the Agreement: 1) 
issuing an authorizing purchase order, task order, service order, or any other documentation for any of the Services, 2) authorizing AET’s 
presence on site, or 3) written or electronic notification for AET to proceed with any of the Services. Issuance of a purchase order, task order 
or service order by Client which contains separate terms and conditions will not take precedence or modify the terms and conditions contained 
in this Service Agreement  AND THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS SERVICE AGREEMENT AND ANY CORRESPONDING PROPOSAL ISSUED 
BY AET SHALL GOVERN UNLESS AUTHORIZED IN WRITING IN ADVANCE BY AET. 
1.2 – Prior to AET performing Services, Client will provide AET with all information that may affect the cost, progress, safety and performance of 
the Services. This includes, but is not limited to, information on proposed and existing construction, all pertinent sections of contracts between 
Client and their Client and/or Owner which contain flow-down provisions to AET, if they are provided, site safety plans or other documents which 
may control or affect AET's Services. If new information becomes available during AET's Services, Client will provide such information to AET in a 
timely manner. Failure of Client to timely notify AET of changes to the project including, but not limited to, location, elevation, loading, or 
configuration of the structure or improvement will constitute a release of any liability or indemnity obligations of AET for loss or damages related 
to such changes. Client will provide a representative for timely answers to project-related questions by AET.  
1.3 - AET is responsible only for performance of the Services. AET will not be held responsible for work or omissions by Client or any other party 
working on the project. The Services do not include construction management, general contracting or surveying services. AET will not be 
responsible for directing or supervising the work of other parties, unless specifically authorized and agreed to in writing. 
1.4 – Client acknowledges the limitations inherent in sampling to characterize buried subsurface conditions. Variations in soil conditions occur 
between and beyond sampled/tested locations. The passage of time, natural occurrences and direct or indirect human activities at the site or 
distant from it may alter the actual conditions. Client assumes all risks associated with such variations in soil and subsurface conditions.  
1.5 - AET is not responsible for interpretations or modifications of AET's recommendations by other persons.   
1.6 - Should changed conditions be alleged, Client agrees to notify AET before evidence of alleged change is no longer accessible for evaluation. 
1.7 – Pricing in the proposal assumes use of these terms and conditions. AET reserves the right to amend pricing if Client requests modifications 
to the Agreement or use of Client’s alternate contract format. Any contract amendments made after Client has authorized the Services shall be 
applicable only to Services performed after the effective date of such amendment. The proposal and these terms and conditions, including terms 
of payment, shall apply to all Services performed prior to the effective date of such amendment.  
1.8 - The AET proposal accompanying these terms and conditions is valid for thirty (30) days after the proposal issuance date to the Client. Any 
attempt to authorize Services after the expiration date is subject to AET’s right to revise the proposal as necessary.  

SECTION 2 - SITE ACCESS AND RESTORATION 
2.1 - Client will furnish AET safe and legal site access.   
2.2 Client acknowledges that in the normal course of its Services, AET may unavoidably alter existing site conditions or affect the environment in 
the area being studied. AET will take reasonable precautions to minimize alterations to the site or existing materials. Restoration of the site is the 
responsibility of the Client. 

SECTION 3 - UNDERGROUND UTILITIES AND STRUCTURES (FACILITIES) 
3.1 - AET’s sole responsibility under this section will be to contact the state “call before you dig” notification center (e.g. Gopher State One 
Call in Minnesota), if such an entity exists, for location information of public utilities only. AET shall have no obligation to proceed with the 
work until Client has fully complied with all the requirements of this Section 3. 
3.2 - Client will mark or cause to be marked the location of all other Facilities that service or are located on the site. AET shall be entitled to 
rely upon the accuracy of all location information supplied by any source. 
3.3 - Client acknowledges that location data may be incorrect or that some Facilities may not be capable of location and Client fully accepts 
this risk and waives any claims against AET for incorrect locations or Facilities incapable of location.  
3.4 - Client shall hold harmless, indemnify and defend AET from all claims, damages, losses, fines, penalties and expenses (including attorney’s 
fees) arising out of or related to the following: a) Facilities that are not shown or vary from the locations shown on any plans or drawings, b) 
Facilities that are not located by or vary from the locations marked by Client, governmental or quasi-governmental locator programs, or private 
utility locating services, or c) any other Facilities that are not disclosed or vary from locations provided by the Client. The obligation to defend 
AET shall be independent of the obligation to indemnify and hold harmless AET and shall be with independent counsel acceptable to AET.  

SECTION 4 - CONTAMINATION 
4.1 - Client acknowledges and accepts all contamination risks which may be associated with the Services. Risks include, but are not limited to, 
cross contamination created by linking contaminated zones to uncontaminated zones during the drilling process; containment and proper 
disposal of known or suspected hazardous materials, drill cuttings and drill fluids; and decontamination of equipment and disposal and 
replacement of contaminated consumables. Discovery of actual or suspected hazardous materials shall entitle AET to take immediate measures 
it deems necessary in its sole discretion, including regulatory notification, to protect human health and safety, and/or the environment. Further, 
discovery of such materials constitutes a changed condition for which Client agrees to pay associated additional cost.    
4.2 - Client shall indemnify and hold AET harmless from all liability, damages, claims or costs resulting from contaminants on the site. 



ENVIRONMENTAL / GEOTECHNICAL SERVICE AGREEMENT - TERMS AND CONDITIONS Page 2 of 4 

ACS417EG (01/24) AMERICAN ENGINEERING TESTING, INC. 

SECTION 5 - SAFETY 
5.1 - Client shall inform AET of any known or suspected hazardous materials or unsafe conditions at the site. If, during the course of AET's Services, 
such materials or conditions are discovered, AET reserves the right to take measures to protect AET personnel and equipment or to immediately 
terminate Services. Client shall be responsible for payment of such additional protection costs. 
5.2 - AET shall only be responsible for safety of AET employees at the site; the safety of all others shall be Client's or other persons' responsibility. 

SECTION 6 – SAMPLES 
6.1 - Client shall inform AET of any known or suspected hazardous materials prior to submittal to AET. All samples obtained by or submitted to 
AET remain the property of the Client during and after the Services. Any known or suspected hazardous material samples will be returned to the 
Client at AET's discretion. 
6.2 - Non-hazardous samples will be held for thirty (30) days and then discarded unless, within thirty (30) days of the report date, the Client 
requests in writing that AET store or ship the samples. Storage and shipping costs shall be borne solely by Client. 

SECTION 7 - PROJECT RECORDS 
The original project records prepared by AET will remain the property of AET. AET shall retain these original records for a minimum of three years 
following submission of the report, during which period the project records can be made available to Client at AET's office at reasonable times. 

SECTION 8 - STANDARD OF CARE 
AET performs its Services consistent with the level of care and skill normally performed by other firms in the profession at the time of this service 
and in this geographic area, under similar budgetary constraints.  

SECTION 9 - INSURANCE 
AET maintains insurance with coverage and minimum limits shown below. AET will furnish certificates of insurance to Client upon request. 
9.1 –  

Workers’ Compensation Statutory Limits 
Employer’s Liability $100,000 each accident 

$500,000 disease policy limit 
$100,000 disease each employee 

Commercial General Liability $1,000,000 each occurrence 
$1,000,000 aggregate 

Automobile Liability $1,000,000 each accident 

Professional/Pollution Liability Insurance $1,000,000 per claim 
$1,000,000 aggregate 

9.2 - Commercial General Liability insurance will include coverage for Products/Completed Operations extending one (1) year after completion 
of AET’s Services as outlined in our proposal, Property Damage, Personal Injury, and Contractual Liability coverage applicable to AET's indemnity 
obligations under this Agreement. 
9.3 - Automobile Liability insurance shall include coverage for all owned, hired and non-owned automobiles. 
9.4 - Professional/Pollution Liability Insurance is written on a claims-made basis and coverage will be maintained for one (1) year after 
completion of AET’s Services as outlined in our proposal.  Renewal policies during this period shall maintain the same retroactive date. 
9.5 - To the extent permitted by applicable state law, and upon Client’s signing of the proposal, which includes these Terms and Conditions, 
and return of the same to AET, or Client provided forms of acceptance as defined in Section 1.1; Client and Owner shall be named an “additional 
insured” on AET’s Commercial General Liability Policy (Form CG D4 14, which includes blanket coverage for the Additional Insured on a Primary 
and Non-Contributory basis).  Client and Owner shall also be named an "additional insured" on a Primary and Non-contributory basis on AET's 
Automobile Liability Policy (Form CA T4 74).  Any other endorsement, coverage or policy requirement may result in additional charges.  
9.6 - AET will maintain insurance coverage required by this Agreement at its sole expense, provided such insurance is reasonably available, with 
insurance carriers licensed to do business in the state in which the project is located and having a current A.M. Best rating of no less than A minus 
(A-). Such insurance shall provide for thirty (30) days prior written notice to Client for notice of cancellation or material limitations for the policy 
or ten (10) days' notice for non-payment of premium. 
9.7 - AET reserves the right to charge Client for AET’s costs for additional coverage requirements unknown on the date of the proposal, e.g., 
coverage limits or policy modification including waiver of subrogation, additional insured endorsements and other project specific requirements. 

SECTION 10 - DELAYS 
If delays to AET's Services are caused by Client or Owner, other parties, strikes, natural causes, pandemic, weather, or other items beyond AET's 
control, a reasonable time extension for performance of the Services shall be granted, and AET shall receive an equitable fee adjustment. 
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SECTION 11 - PAYMENT, INTEREST, AND BREACH 
11.1 - Invoices are due net thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of an undisputed invoice. Invoices will be paid without reductions for bond or 
retention. Client will inform AET of invoice questions or disagreements within fifteen (15) days of invoice date; unless so informed, invoices are 
deemed correct.  
11.2 – Invoices remaining unpaid for sixty (60) days shall constitute a material breach of this Agreement, permitting AET, in its sole discretion and 
without limiting any other legal or equitable remedies for such breach, to terminate performance of this Agreement and be relieved of any 
associated duties to the Client or other persons. Further, AET may withhold from Client data and reports in AET’s possession. If Client fails to cure 
such breach, all reports associated with the unpaid invoices shall immediately upon demand be returned to AET and Client may neither use nor 
rely upon such reports or the Services.   
11.3 – AET reserves the right to pursue any unpaid invoice utilizing available remedies at law. AET explicitly reserves its Mechanic Lien or Bond 
Claim rights for nonpayment of an undisputed invoice. Client is responsible for paying AET expenses and attorney fees related to collection of 
past due invoices.   
11.4 – AET reserves the right to charge a 2.5% fee on any payment made using a credit card or debit card. 

SECTION 12 - CHANGE ORDERS 
AET's proposal associated with this project may provide an estimated cost for the work. If the proposal amount is a time and material estimate, 
or if changes occur affecting the project scope, estimated quantities, project schedule or other unforeseen conditions, AET will communicate 
with Client request a change order. However, nothing in this agreement shall be construed in any way as a waiver of payment by Client to AET 
for Services authorized under this agreement.  Approval of a change order may be in writing, by electronic communication, or any directive for 
additional Services.  

SECTION 13 - MEDIATION 
13.1 - Except for enforcement of AET’s rights to payment for Services rendered or to assert and/or enforce its lien rights, including without 
limitation assertion and enforcement of mechanic’s lien rights and foreclosure of the same, Client and AET agree that any claim, dispute or other 
matter in question arising out of or related to this Agreement shall be subject to mediation as a condition precedent to arbitration or the 
institution of legal or equitable proceedings by either party; provided however that if either party fails to respond to a request for mediation 
within sixty (60) days, the party requesting mediation may without further notice, proceed to arbitration or the institution of legal or equitable 
proceedings. 
13.2 - Mediation shall be in accordance with the Construction Industry Mediation Rules of the American Arbitration Association. Request for 
mediation shall be in writing and the parties shall share the mediator’s fee and any filing fees equally and each party shall pay their own legal 
fees. The mediator shall be acceptable to both parties and shall have experience in commercial construction matters. 

SECTION 14 - LITIGATION REIMBURSEMENT 
Except for matters relating to non-payment of fees, which is governed by Section 11 hereof, payment of attorney’s fees and costs associated with 
lawsuits or arbitration of disputes between AET and Client, which are dismissed or are judged substantially in either party's favor, shall be paid 
by the non-prevailing party. Applicable costs include, but are not limited to, attorney and expert witness fees, court costs, and other direct costs. 

SECTION 15 - MUTUAL INDEMNIFICATION 
15.1 - Subject to the limitations contained in Sections 15 and 18, AET agrees to indemnify Client from and against damages and costs to the extent 
caused by AET's negligent performance of the Services. 
15.2 - Client agrees to indemnify AET from and against damages and costs to the extent caused by the intentional acts or negligence of the Client, 
Owner, Client's contractors and subcontractors or other third parties. 
15.3 - If Client has an indemnity agreement with other persons or entities relating to the project for which AET’s Services are performed, the 
Client shall include AET as an additional Insured. 
15.4 - AET's indemnification to the Client, including any indemnity required or implied by law, is limited solely to losses or damages caused by its 
failure to meet the standard of care and only to the extent of its negligence. 

SECTION 16 - NON-SOLICITATION  
Each party to this Agreement (a “Party”) agrees that it will not encourage, induce, or actively solicit any employee of the other party to leave 
their employment for any reason, provided that neither Party is precluded from (a) hiring any such employee who has been terminated by a Party 
or its subsidiaries prior to commencement of employment discussions between a Party and such employee, or (b) soliciting any such employee 
by means of a general advertisement or  through an employment agency that does not specifically pursue the employee, or (c) hiring employees 
or former employees of the other Party who contact the Party on its own accord.  This Non-Solicitation provision shall be effective and enforceable 
for six (6) months following termination of this Agreement. 

SECTION 17 - MUTUAL WAIVER OF CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES 
Except as specifically set forth herein and to the extent permitted by applicable law, Client and AET waive against each other, and each other’s officers, 
directors, members, subcontractor, agents, assigns, successors, partners, and employees any and all claims for or entitlement to special, incidental, 
indirect, punitive, or consequential damages arising out of, resulting from, or in any way related to the Services provided by AET under this Agreement.  
This mutual waiver of consequential damages includes, but is not limited to, the following: loss of profits; loss of revenue; rental costs/expenses 
incurred; loss of income; loss of use of property, equipment, materials or services; loss of opportunity; loss of rent; loss of good will; loss of financing; 
loss of credit; diminution of value; loss of business and reputation; loss of management or employee productivity or the services of such persons; 
increased financing costs; cost of substitute facilities; cost of substitute goods/property/equipment; cost of substitute services; and/or cost of capital.  
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This mutual waiver is applicable, without limitation, to all consequential damages due to either party’s termination of this Agreement in accordance 
with the provisions of the Agreement and related documents and shall survive any such termination.   

SECTION 18 - LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, the total aggregate liability of AET and its officers, directors, partners, employees, 
subcontractors, agents, and sub-consultants, to Client and/or Client’s employees, officers, directors, members, agents, assigns, successors, or 
partners, or anyone claiming through Client, for any and all injuries, damages, claims, losses, or expenses (including attorney’s fees and costs) 
arising out of, resulting from or in any way related to Services provided by AET from any cause or causes, including, but not limited to, its 
negligence, professional errors and omissions, strict liability, breach of contract, or breach of warranty, shall not exceed the total compensation 
in excess of costs received by AET for Services or $50,000, whichever is less.  The limitation of liability set forth herein does not apply to claims 
arising solely out of or related to the willful or intentional acts of AET. 

SECTION 19 - POSTING OF NOTICES ON EMPLOYEE RIGHTS 
Effective June 21, 2010, prime contracts with a value of $100,000 or more and signed by federal contractors on projects with any agency of the 
United States government must comply with 29 CFR Part 471, which requires physical posting of a notice to employees of their rights under 
Federal labor laws. The required notice may be found at 29 Code of Federal Regulations Part 471, Appendix A to Subpart A.  The regulation also 
has a "flow-down" requirement for subcontractors under the prime agreement for subcontracts with a value of $10,000 or more.  AET requires 
strict compliance of its subcontractors working on federal contracts subject to this regulation.  The regulation has specific requirements for 
location of posting and language(s) for the poster. 

SECTION 20 - TERMINATION 
After 7 days' written notice, either party may elect to terminate this Agreement for justifiable reasons. In this event, the Client shall pay AET for 
all work performed, including demobilization and reporting costs to complete the Services. 

SECTION 21 - SEVERABILITY 
Any provisions of this Agreement later held to violate a law or regulation shall be deemed void, and all remaining provisions shall continue in 
force. However, Client and AET will in good faith attempt to replace an invalid or unenforceable provision with one that is valid and enforceable, 
and which comes as close as possible to expressing the intent of the original provision. 

SECTION 22 - GOVERNING LAW 
This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the Laws of the State of Minnesota without regard to its conflicts of law provisions. 

SECTION 23 - ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
This Agreement, including these terms and conditions and attached proposal and appendices, is the entire agreement between AET and Client. 
Regardless of method of acceptance of this Agreement by the Client, this Agreement supersedes any written or oral agreements, including 
purchase/work orders or other Client agreements submitted to AET after the start of our Services. Any modifications to this Agreement must be 
mutually acceptable to both parties and accepted in writing. No considerations will be given to revisions to AET's terms and conditions or alternate 
contract format submitted by the Client as a condition for payment of AET's accrued Services. 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals, 

 families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.” 

 

“Looking forward with purpose.” 
 

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING 
 

APRIL 2, 2024 
NOBLES COUNTY WAR MEMORIAL BUILDING 

SCOPE OF SERVICES AGREEMENT – KOCH HAZARD ARCHITECTS 
BRUCE HEITKAMP, ADMINISTRATOR 

 
Topic:   

The Nobles County Commissioners have met with Koch Hazard Architects to plan for 
improvements of the Nobles County War Memorial Building.  The War Memorial Building 
currently houses the Nobles County Library and the Nobles County Arts Center, respectively.  
A Scope of Services Proposal is now offered by Koch Hazard Architects to perform services. 
 

Discussion:   

As stated, the Nobles County Commissioners offered consensus regarding a $2,000,000.00 
improvement project of the existing Nobles County War Memorial Building.  Koch Hazard is 
offering a $140,000.00 (7.5% of estimate) Scope of Services Proposal to perform Architectural 
and Project Planning Services for the Commissioners review. Travel expenses would be 
additional costs.  A schedule of proposed events are also included for planning purposes.  
How would the Commissioners like to proceed? 
 

Options:    

 Act to award the Architectural Services to Koch Hazard Architects at a cost of 
$140,000.00 plus travel expenses 

 Do not act 
 

Recommendation: 
Administration recommends the Scope of Services Proposal be awarded to Koch Hazard 
Architects at a cost of $140,000.00 plus travel expenses.  

    
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.co.nobles.mn.us 
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