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DAV Van Updates
The van transportation program has been a very
successful program for Nobles County. Our dedicated
volunteer drivers have provided an outstanding
commitment to veteran care and ensuring that our
local veterans get to their earned VA appointments on
time. I really am grateful for this program and all that
it entails.

In order to help ensure that this program continues its
outstanding ways, this office will be referring all van
ride requests through a new contact. This contact is a
DAV transportation liaison who operates Monday-
Friday and is readily available to field your calls for
ride requests.

If you are a veteran who is requesting a ride to a VA
appointment, please contact Dan Wood at 855-277-
9787 and a ride will be arranged for you.



This past Veterans Day, I had the absolute privilege to take part in
the Armed Forces Veterans Day Hockey Tournament. This
tournament takes place every Veterans Day weekend in Las Vegas,
Nevada, and features over 60 military veteran hockey teams and
well over 600 individual veteran skaters. In recent years, the
Vegas Golden Knights of the National Hockey League (NHL) and
the Henderson Silver Knights of the American Hockey League
(AHL) have been gracious enough to offer their practice facilities
to accommodate this annual event.

We all enjoyed ourselves and had a great time reconnecting, as a
lot of us had been in the military together at one point in time. It
was also a great opportunity to network with other veterans and
feel that sense of camaraderie. 

The tournament is hosted by the Armed Services Hockey
Association (ASHA), which is a non-profit organization that
strives to offer sporting activities to veterans and give us all an
escape from the military and post-military work life. It originally
debuted back in 2003 and had only 10 teams to begin with.

  

Veterans Day in Vegas

Rocky Mountain Patriots Veteran Team in Las Vegas.



New 2023 COLA Rates

 The Department of Veterans Affairs has announced the new  Cost of Living Allowance (COLA)
rates for the new year. If you are a veteran who is receiving a monthly disability rating, you
can expect to see an 8.7% increase beginning January of next year. 

The compensation rates are listed below. Please note that the rates shown are only the
basic ratings, and veterans claiming dependents on their award should expect an even
higher rating. You can access the VA website for this additional information or you can
contact this office to learn more.
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Obtaining Discharge
Copies From The VSO

The surviving spouse of a deceased veteran requesting discharge
paperwork is required to provide (1.) a copy of the veterans death
certificate and (2.) a copy of a marriage certificate.

The child of a deceased veteran requesting discharge paperwork is
required to provide (1.) a copy of the deceased veteran's death certificate
and (2.) a copy of their (the child's) birth certificate naming the deceased
veteran as a parent.

Veterans are encouraged to obtain their military discharge paperwork
through this office. The process is very straightforward so long as the
discharge information has been recorded with the Nobles County Recorders
office. If your paperwork is not with the Recorder, chances are that they are
not with this office as well. If this ends up being the case, we will ask where
you have lived in the past so that we can attempt to retrieve the information
from that county and/or state.

Please note that this office is not a national records center and does not have
access to every veteran's service information.

If you are not the veteran, the following evidence will be required for
obtaining discharge paperwork:



The Department of Veterans Affairs reported a significant drop in veteran homelessness
earlier last month. Working in unison with the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, it was determined that there was an 11% decline in veteran homelessness. This
has been considered the biggest decline in over five years.

These results can be attributed towards the American Rescue Plan. This program was enacted
during the COVID-19 pandemic and assisted VA homeless programs by providing $481 million in
funding. These programs were focused primarily on housing assistance for veterans, but also
expanded towards programs such as health care, job seeking, and educational assistance.

To help assist in the efforts in eliminating veteran homelessness, the state of Minnesota has the
Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV). This organization strives to eliminate
veteran homelessness in the state of Minnesota by providing housing opportunities ranging from
transitional to permanent housing. Additionally, the program offers employment services that
will help veterans with resume writing and interview skills to help with landing a full-time job.
Legal services are also offered.

VA Sees Drop in Homelessness


