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Van Maintenance

Our DAV transportation van underwent some
maintenance and as of April 28th, it has been
deemed inoperable. We hope to have the van back
up and running by May 3rd, although that date is
not set in stone.

For the safety of the volunteer drivers and the
veterans that we transport to their earned VA
appointments, I strongly believe that this is the
best decision. We apologize for any inconvenience
that this may have caused.

The public is more than welcome to contact this
office for van requests or ask for updates on the
van. We do not expect a longer delay than
anticipated.

- James Dunn, Nobles County Veterans Service
Officer (VSO)



Crisis intervention
Financial assistance
Community support
DEERS/ID Card
TRICARE assistance

Minnesota has several Family Assistance
Centers (FAC) throughout the state. The
centers are placed for the purpose of
providing support programs to military
veterans and their families.

The support programs offered available
are but not limited to:

These centers are available in 13
locations throughout the state.

Cottage Grove: (651) 268-8200
Rosemount: (651) 282-4748
Bemidji: (218) 755-4750
New Ulm: (651) 268-8543
Duluth: (218) 723-4852
Camp Ripley: (320) 616-3119
Mankato: (507) 382-8252
Minneapolis: (612) 713-1516
Marshall: (651) 268-8475
Brooklyn Park: (763) 424-6392
Moorhead: (218) 236-2177
Fort Snelling: (612) 713-2367
148th FW (Duluth): (218) 788-7833

For Sioux Falls, SD, you can contact the
Air National Guard base at (605) 988-
5845.



Obtaining Service Records

Military personnel records are stored at
the National Personnel Records Center
(NPRC) in St. Louis, Missouri. It is
considered one of the largest facilities
within the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA).

If you wish to obtain military records that
you have do not have in your possession,
you are encouraged to contact this office
and make a request for these records. In
person visitation is important, for it is
easier to gather the information pertinent
in order to get the records you are
requesting.

Completing an SF Form 180

Completing a request through
eVetRecs (highly recommended
approach)

There are usually two ways of obtaining
these personnel records:

OR

Note: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the NPRC is still operating at 25%
capacity, which means that requests
may be delayed. There is no estimated
timeframe for when records will be
delivered.



A Day To Remember The Fallen
There are some common misconceptions surrounding Memorial Day, so I
thought that I would provide a little insight on how to celebrate this popular
federal holiday set to take place on Monday, May 30th.

Unlike Veterans Day, Memorial Day is not a moment of recognizing all service
members for their dedication to this country. Memorial Day is a federal holiday to
recognize and mourn those military service members who paid the ultimate
sacrifice for this great nation. 

While it is encouraged to spend this holiday away from the office and to enjoy the
time with family and friends as we transition over into the summer months, I ask
that you take the time to think about those who raised their right hand and
volunteered to serve this country, and who are not with us today because of their
selfless actions to keep us all safe.

A few ways that you can honor our veterans would be to wear the red poppy on
Memorial Day. The poppy symbolizes remembrance and the hope for peace. Local
military chapters have been known for distributing these out to the general
public. Another way of showing gratitude would be to assist with the placement of
American flags at local cemeteries in town. Every year, the local posts go out and
place these flags at the gravesite of every confirmed veteran.

For details on Memorial Day, feel free to contact this office!



Veteran Employment

Veterans in Southwest Minnesota are
encouraged to contact CareerForce. They
are here to assist you with your future
career.

CareerForce helps current and former
military members plan for a successful
career in the civilian sector. Eligible
veterans will receive one-on-one
individual counseling in areas such as
resume writing, interview techniques,
and job search support.

The state of Minnesota currently has 50
locations throughout the state ready to
help you every step of the way.

If you are a veteran who is seeking
assistance with employment, please feel
free to stop by this office to fill out a
veteran questionnaire.

Veterans are also encouraged to contact
Veteran Employment Representative
Rebecca Kaas at 507-476-4043 or by e-
mail at rebecca.kaas@state.mn.us



Free COVID Test Kits

The Public Health department of Nobles
County was generous enough to provide
this office with ten COVID-19 test kits.
These kits are available only for a
limited time, so when they are gone they
are gone.

As I am writing this, there are currently
9 test kits remaining. The kits are
supplied with two nasal swabs and test
strips with step-by-step instructions
provided.

If you are interested in obtaining a test
kit, you are more than welcome to stop
by this office or give this office a call at
(507) 295-5292.

Please note that due to the limited
supply, I can only give one test kit out
per veteran household. 


