BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Phone: 507-295-5201
Fax: 507-372-8363
commissioner@co.nobles.mn.us

315 Tenth Street
P.O. Box 757
Worthington, MN 56187-0757

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose”

COUNTY BOARD - PROPOSED AGENDA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 02, 2016, 9:00 A.M.
1.0

Call to Order (9:00 a.m.)

2.0

Pledge of Allegiance

3.0

Approval of Agenda (Action)

4.0

Recognition
4.1 Visitors & Guests Welcome
4.2 Excellence In Performance – Shirley Rempel

Page 4

5.0
Page 5
Page 10
Page 12
Page 93

6.0
Page 13

Page 17

Consent Agenda (Action)
5.1 January 19, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes
5.2 Meetings & Conferences - Travel Expenses
5.3 Auditor’s and Commissioner’s Warrants
A. Accounts Payable Summary
B. Audit List of Warrants
Public Hearing
6.1 Proposed Property Tax Abatement (9:05 a.m.)
(Steve Lohr Parcel 04-0204-000)
A. Open Hearing (Action)
B. Proposed Abatement – Discussion
C. Public Comment
D. Close Hearing (Action)
E. Decision – Resolution 201610 (Action)

FIRST DISTRICT
Marvin Zylstra

SECOND DISTRICT
Gene Metz

FOURTH DISTRICT
Robert Demuth Jr.

THIRD DISTRICT
Matt Widboom

FIFTH DISTRICT
Donald Linssen

7.0

Page 18
Page 20
Page 36

Page 41
Page 42
Page 43
Page 44
Page 45
Page 46
Page 47
Page 48

Page 49

Department Presentations
7.1 Public Works
A. Environmental Services – Wayne Smith (9:10 a.m.)
1. Solid Waste and Recycling Permits for 2016 (Action)
2. 2016-17 MPCA County Feedlot Program Work Plan (Action)
3. Conditional Use Permit #01-2016 (Action)
Dave Dobernecker, Adrian MN
B. Highway – Stephen Schnieder (9:15 a.m.)
1. Judicial Ditch 9 Cleanout Information Meeting (Action)
2. Speed Limit Study Results in City of Worthington (Information)
7.2 Auditor/Treasurer - Beth Van Hove (9:35 a.m.)
A. Year End Reports
1. Unpaid Taxes as of December 31, 2015 (Information)
2. Tax Delinquent as of January 2, 2016 (Information)
3. Report of Tax Delinquency (Information)
4. Report of Cash Investments as of December 31, 2015 (Action)
5. Cash and Investments Collateral Report as of
December 31, 2015 (Action)
7.3 Community Services – Stacie Golombiecki (9:45 a.m.)
A. Western Community Action – Transportation Program 2016 Renewal
Agreement (Action)
B. Worthington Community Garden – Cecilia Bofah (Information)

8.0 Administration Presentations – Tom Johnson (10:05 a.m.)
Page 64 8.1
Deputy Assessor (Action)
8.2 2016 Board of Equalization (Action)
Page 65 8.3
AMC Legislative Conference - March 10th and 11th (Information)

Page 63

9.0 Inter-Agency Reports / Announcements (Information)
9.1 Committee and Board Reports
A. District I - Marvin Zylstra
B. District II - Gene Metz
C. District III - Matt Widboom
D. District IV - Robert Demuth Jr.
E. District V - Donald Linssen
F. Management Team
G. County Administrator – Tom Johnson
Page 76 9.2
Correspondence
Page 92 9.3
Calendar

Page 69

10.0 Other / Future Business
Joint City/County Work Session
Monday, February 8, 12:00 p.m.
City Council Chambers, 303 Ninth Street, Worthington
NEON (Nobles Economic Opportunity Network)
Thursday, February 11, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
Biotechnology Advancement Center, 1527 Prairie Drive, Worthington MN
11.0 Adjournment
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“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose”

TO:

Board of Commissioners

FROM:

Employee Wellness and Recognition Committee

DATE:

January 28, 2016

SUBJECT:

January Excellence in Performance Award

The general purpose of this award is to identify, thank and formally acknowledge those
employees of Nobles County deserving of recognition for the special way in which this person
functions on the job. The department heads voted on January 19, 2016 and selected Shirley
Rempel, Social Worker. The following information was taken from the submitted nomination
form.
“Shirley has been a great example in the adult unit for teamwork and dedication. She is more
than willing to help others as they need it. She also has shown dedication above and beyond
for her clients, including driving 5 hours one way with little notice on a Friday late afternoon to
move a client into placement.”
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Attachment 5.3 A.

ADMINISTRATION
INTEROFFICE
MEMORANDUM

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose”

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Board of Commissioners
Tom Johnson, County Administrator
January 28, 2016
Accounts Payable

Consider authorizing payment of the following:
Auditor’s Warrants:
January 12, 2016 ................................................................................................

$283.00

January 13, 2016 ................................................................................................

$3,646.50

January 14, 2016 ................................................................................................

$97,791.41

January 15, 2016 ................................................................................................

$720.00

January 19, ,2016 ................................................................................................

$344.00

January 20, 2016 ................................................................................................

$1,156.50

January 21, 2016 ................................................................................................

$136,674.39

January 22, 2016 ................................................................................................

$4,549.59

January 25, 2016 ................................................................................................

$4,118.85

January 26, 2016 ................................................................................................

$2,506.44

Commissioners’ Warrants:
General Fund ................................................................................................
$278,656.22
Public Works Fund ................................................................................................
$102,345.42
Community Services Administration
January 26, 2016 ................................................................................................
$67,092.75
Community Services Social Services
January 14, 2016 ................................................................................................
$39,915.20
January 21, 2016 ................................................................................................
$27,288.11

Attachment 6.1

RESOLUTION NO. 201610

A RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX ABATEMENT
FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. 469.1813
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 469.1813 gives authority to the County of Nobles to grant an
abatement of property taxes imposed by the County if certain criteria are met; and
WHEREAS, in addition to the statutory requirements, the Nobles County has adopted the
Nobles Home Initiative guidelines which must be met before an abatement of taxes will be granted for
residential development; and
WHEREAS, Steven Lohr is the owner of certain property within Nobles County, legally
described as follows:
Parcel ID: 04-0204-000; SECT-35 TWP-103 RANG-40, 6.11 Acres in SW Corner of NW
¼, 21428 Paul Ave, Worthington Minnesota.

WHEREAS, Steven Lohr has made application to Nobles County for the abatement of taxes as
to the above-described parcel; and
WHEREAS, Steven Lohr has met the statutory requirements outlined under Minnesota Statute
469.1813 Subdivision 1(1) and Subdivision 2(i) as well as the County’s Nobles Home Initiative
guidelines for tax abatement;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
NOBLES COUNTY, MINNESOTA:
1.

The Nobles County does, hereby grant an abatement of Nobles County share of real estate
taxes upon the above-described parcel for the construction of a new single family home.

2.

The tax abatement will be for no more than five years commencing on the first year of
taxes payable for the assessed value(s) related to the capital improvements outlined in
Paragraph 1.

3.

The County shall provide the awarded abatement payment following payment of due real
estate taxes annually. One single payment shall be made to the owner of record by
December 30th of that calendar year.

4.

The tax abatement shall be for the residential capital improvements only. Land values and
the current base value are not eligible and will not be abated.

5.

The abatement shall be null and void if construction is not commenced within 6 months of
the approval of this resolution or if real estate taxes are not paid on or before the respective
payment deadlines annually.

Adopted by the Nobles County Board of Commissioners this 2nd day of February, 2016.
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“Improving the quality of life for individuals, families and
communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
2-2-16
SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING HAULING PERMITS FOR 2016
Environmental Services
Wayne Smith
Time needed: 4 - Minutes
Issue:
Board approval of the hauling permits for 2016 as required by the Nobles County Solid Waste
Ordinance. These are the same contractors as 2015. All have submitted license fees and
solid waste taxes as required by the County
Discussion:
PERMITS PAID FOR 2016
Waste Management
Mankato, MN
Solid Waste Hauling Permit
Schaap Sanitation
Worthington MN
Recycling Hauling License
Wood-Brush Chipping and Recycling – Sect. 34, Worthington Twp.
Yard Waste Composting -Section 34, Worthington Twp.
Recycling Center - Section 34, Worthington Twp.
Solid Waste Facility (Landfill) - Section 4, Dewald Twp.
Solid Waste Hauling

Larson Crane Service
Worthington, MN

Concrete Recycling

Reker Construction Co.
Adrian, MN 56110

Concrete Recycling - Section 7, Olney Twp.

Ketterling Services, Inc.
Luverne MN 56131

Solid Waste Hauling

Denny’s Sanitation
Rock Rapids IA

Solid Waste Hauling

Henning Construction
Adrian MN

Concrete & Asphalt Recycling – Sect. 28, Westside Twp.

Duinink Inc.
Concrete Recycling, Sect. 34, Worthington Twp.
Dba Worthington Excavating
Worthington, MN
CITY BURN SITES FOR 2016
Adrian City

Round Lake City

Rushmore City

Bigelow City

Options:
Deny or approve
Recommendation:
Approval of the request.

Ellsworth City

Lismore City

Kinbrae City

Wilmont City
Dundee City

Attachment 7.1 A. 2.

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
02-02-16
2016 – 2017 MPCA COUNTY FEEDLOT PROGRAM WORK PLAN
Environmental Services
Wayne Smith
3 minutes
Issue:

Nobles County 2016-2017 MPCA County Feedlot Program Delegation Agreement Work Plan
has been approved by the state. Nobles County is eligible for funding for 432 feedlots. This is
15 feedlots less than last year; Nobles County’s total award will be $42,720
A motion authorizing the chair to sign the 2016 – 2017 Delegation Agreement Work Plan for
the MPCA County Feedlot Program would be in order.
Discussion:
See attached documents
Options:

Deny or approve as recommended by staff.
Recommendation:

Approval for authorization of the County Board Chair to sign the 2016-2017 Delegation
Agreement Work Plan.

Attachment 7.1 A.3.

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
2-2-16
DAVE DOBERNECKER, CUP 01-2016
Environmental Services
Wayne Smith
3 minutes
Issue:
Dave Dobernecker, Adrian, MN a conditional use permit for operation of a gun repair and sales
shop. Public hearing is required under Section 603.4 Home Extended Business of the Nobles
County Land Use Plan. This parcel of land is located on the E ½ of W ½ of NE ¼, Section 24,
TWP 101, Range 43 (Grand Prairie Township.
Discussion:
See attached documents
Options:
Deny, approve as recommended by Planning and Zoning Commission, approve and make
modifications, return to Planning Commission for further review.
Recommendation:
Approval for operation of a home extended business to consist of a gun repair and sales shop
with the condition that there not be more than 75 guns on the premises.

NOBLES COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING
MINUTES
December 9, 2015
MEMBERS PRESENT: John Penning, Richard Schlichte, Dave Their, Robert DeMuth, Ronald
Ozmun, Larry Boots, Steve Brake, Duane Schmitz
MEMBERS ABSENT:
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Mike Hoeft, Coleen Gruis, Gerry Erstad
OTHERS PRESENT: Wayne Smith, Kathy Henderschiedt, Alan Langseth, applicant and
interested parties.
Wayne Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
Larry Boots nominated Steve Brake as vice chair, Duane Schmitz seconded. Motion to cease
nominations and cast a unanimous ballot was made by Bob Demuth, Duane Schmitz seconded.
Motion carried, and unanimous ballot was cast.
Vice Chair Brake then presided over the meeting.
Members were then introduced, new members include John Penning and Ronald Ozmun.
Minutes to the December 9, 2015 were approved as written.
DAVID DOBERNECKER, ELLSWORTH, MN - CUP # 01-2016
Wayne Smith read the request of Dave Dobernecker, Adrian, MN a conditional use permit for
operation of a gun repair and sales shop. Public hearing is required under Section 603.4 Home
Extended Business of the Nobles County Land Use Plan. This parcel of land is located on the E
½ of W ½ of NE ¼, Section 24, TWP 101, Range 43 (Grand Prairie Township.)
Dave Dobernecker – I plan to use an existing building remodeling it to be used as a gun repair
shop. This has been a hobby of mine; I am now looking to make it into a business for after I
retire. I have worked in the construction business since 1987 and farm on the side. After a
serious accident about 3 years ago I realized I will need something less physical when I retire. I
plan to ease into the gun business building it over the next 10 years by cleaning, repairing and
possibly bluing.
Mr. Smith – how many guns do you plan to have on site, what will your hours of operation be,
where will the parking be, will this increase traffic in the area, will there be shooting or a gun club
on site and what type of security will you have?
Mr. Dobernecker – I will be converting my existing milk house into the repair shop and I only plan
to have 20-25 rifles and shot guns. I will have gun powder on site as I also do reloading. I am
currently getting certified to teach concealed and carry classes which do require the participants
to shoot off about 20 rounds each. I want to keep it small with only 6 people per class. This is
my retirement project at this time; I only plan to be open on Saturday mornings. I have my
permits from BATF and the agent has been on site and approved the shooting range. The
closest neighbor is 1 ½ miles to the south. There will be a small amount of ammunition on site.
Surveillance cameras are being placed using the BATF recommendations, windows will also be
gated and metal fencing will be installed to the front of the building.
1

Mr. Smith – one of the usual conditions has been to limit the number of guns on the premises and
if you were to expand you could come back and ask for an increase. What do you feel would be
an appropriate number of guns at this time?
Mr. Dobernecker – To begin with I am going to order only, possibly pick up a few at auctions that
need to be cleaned/repaired to build my inventory, 50 guns would be plenty.
Mr. Smith – do you plan to add bows/arrows or knives?
Mr. Dobernecker – I have not used a bow in almost 20 years, therefore I am not familiar with the
newest technology and do not plan to get into that. I do have an party interested in having me
display and sell some hunting gear.
Mr. Smith – your application did not include a shooting club, what type of shooting will take place?
Mr. Dobernecker – By regulation, I must test fire anything that I work on and the only other
shooting will be when teaching concealed and carry classes.
Mr. Penning – are you required to keep a list of who is authorized to purchase guns?
Mr. Dobernecker – I must keep a log of any firearm that is on site for more than 24 hours.
Whoever brings in a firearm for repair is the only person who can pick up that specific firearm. All
records of the conceal and carry program must be maintained for 7 years. The BATF can make
regular inspections of the paperwork.
Mr. Schmitz – do you have the BATF permit and safes on site for the firearms.
Mr. Dobernecker – I currently have an 8 gun safe and am purchasing a 12 gun safe. I already
have my BATF certificates.
Mr. DeMuth – where is the berm that will be used for shooting?
Mr. Dobernecker – the berm will be 7’-8’ tall and constructed to the south of my property
according to the BATF recommendations.
There was no public comment.
Mrs. Henderschiedt – I received one phone call from an out of area landowner expressing
concern on who the firearms can be sold to and who will regulate the business. She explained
that there are regulations and paperwork that must be completed before a person is allowed to
purchase a firearm and that the BATF will monitor the site as well as the county.
After further discussion with all facts and opinions being presented, a motion to approve with
conditions was made by Richard Schlichte, Dave Thier, seconded. Motion carried.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Nobles County Planning Commission does hereby
recommend approval of the request Dave Dobernecker, Adrian, MN a conditional use permit for
operation of a gun repair and sales shop with the condition that there be no more than 75 guns on
2

premises. This parcel of land is located on the E ½ of W ½ of NE ¼, Section 24, TWP 101,
Range 43 (Grand Prairie Township.
This request will be forwarded to the County Board at the February 2nd meeting.
FEEDLOT ORDINANCE REVISION
At the suggestion of the Counties land use attorney, three main areas have been revised to bring
the Nobles County Feedlot Ordinance into compliance with the Minnesota 7020 Rules, court
decisions and more in line with neighboring counties. The changes include setbacks for manure
application, livestock buildings from property lines and the use of variances instead of conditional
use permits.
Nobles County has always been more restrictive in the setbacks for spreading of manure near
waterways, road right-of-ways and open tile intakes. Since our ordinance was written the state
had developed better standards and we are now adopting those standards. This will make it
easier for producers when working in multiple counties and for consultants that write manure
management plans.
Property line setbacks will be decreased to 30’ instead of 100’ giving the smaller site more land
available for livestock structures. Due to a Supreme Court decision, the measurements for
livestock buildings will now be from the eve of the structure rather than the sidewall.
All measurements from the road will be from the centerline of the road rather than the road rightof-way, this will make for consistent measuring throughout the entire Land Use Ordinance.
Mr. Langseth – all livestock sites over 1,000 animal units will still be required to have a conditional
use permit, however, those under will now require a variance if they cannot meet the required
separation distance. Any Concentrated Animal Feedlot Operation (CAFO) will still fall under the
federal guidelines and require a permit from the MPCA.
Mr. Smith – the smaller sites, under 1,000 animal units, that are too close to the neighbors used
to go through conditional use permits. By changing this to a variance it will speed up the
permitting process for the producers. Typically these sites will need to publish a 20 day notice in
the paper. By the time those 20 days are up, a variance hearing could be held and the permit
approval given so the producer can start construction as the variance is reviewed by the Board of
Adjustment who has final authority, unless a concerned party were to appeal to the District Court.
Under the Conditional Use process, the producer has to go thru the Planning and Zoning
Commission then wait for approval by the County Board before construction could begin.
This change is based on the attorney recommendation that anything that is measurable should go
through the variance process. The Findings of Fact for a Conditional Use Permit and a Variance
have different criteria. With the recent court cases, obtaining a Variance has become easier.
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We held two public hearing on Monday with members from the Planning Commission, Board of
Adjustment, Soil and Water Conservation District and a private consultant present. Several good
recommendations were made and have been incorporated into the draft document before you.
Mr. Penning – what were some of the comments from the public hearings?
Andy Nesseth, a consultant with Extended AG, who writes many manure management plans,
suggested that we specify what types of testing are required when taking soil samples in
Wellhead Protection Areas so we added Nitrate and Phosphorus to the language, he also
suggested to re-arrange the order of the language when irrigating process wastewater.
Mr. Metz – when will producers begin using the new ordinance?
Based on attorney guidance, the ordinance that is in effect on the date a complete application is
filed is the one that is used for that application. The new ordinance will not go into effect until
approved by the County Board and published in the paper. Our goal is to have the new
ordinance in place before the construction season get underway.
Mr. Schmitz – what is the setback criteria for dead animal containment structures?
Mr. Smith – we have required them but considered them accessory structures and have not
enforced a specific setback for bio security reasons.
After further discussion, with all facts and opinions being presented, a motion to approve the draft
feedlot ordinance was made by Dave Their, Richard Schlichte seconded. Motion carried.
This will be before the Board of Commissioners at the February 16th meeting.
UPCOMING TRAINING
Information was presented on upcoming Making Solid Land Use Decisions training sessions in
Mankato and Baxter. If anyone is interested in attending, please contact Kathy by February 9,
she will get you registered and make hotel accommodations if you wish.
A motion to adjourn was made by Robert DeMuth, Dave Their seconded. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Henderschiedt
Environmental Assistant
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Attachment 7.1 B.1.

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
Judicial Ditch 9 Cleanout Information Meeting
Public Works
Stephen Schnieder
Time needed: 5 Minutes
Issue:
Board practice has been to hold an informational meeting to inform the benefitted property owners on
ditch systems of proposed maintenance projects that will cost around $3,000 or more
Discussion:
A request has been made to clean a section of Judicial Ditch 9 in sections 3 and 11 of Indian Lake
Township. The tile line outlets are in standing water. The estimated coast is around $10,000.
Options:
Set a date for an informational meeting to hear comments from the benefitted property owners.
Authorize the maintenance to be done without an informational meeting.
Do not proceed with the cleanout.
Recommendation:
Set an informational meeting for either the first or second meeting in March, 2016 and send notification
to the benefitted property owners.

Attachment 7.1 B.2.

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
Speed Limit Study Results in City of Worthington
Public Works
Stephen Schnieder
Time needed: 15 Minutes
Issue:
On July 9, 2014 the County Board requested MN/DOT to determine the safe and reasonable speed for
County State Aid Highways 5, 10, 25 and 35 on the west, north, east and south sides of the City of
Worthington. This request was made due to the recent construction activities and design changes..
Discussion:
The traffic speeds were monitored and the appropriate speed and the location of the speed limits has
been determined:
CSAH 10 – extend the existing 40 mph speed south to the beginning of the horizontal curve.
CSAH 25 Northeast – shorten the 50 mph speed limit by moving it closer to the north side of I-90.
CSAH 5 – Place a 45 mph speed limit north of CSAH 35 for ¼ mile. The remainder of the roadway
north will remain 55 mph.
CSAH 5 south of CSAH 35 – Place 45 mph speed limit south to the Worthington Cemetery.
CSAH 35 east of Worthington - Remain at 40 mph starting just east of CSAH 5 and heading
west to TH 60. The 55 mph speed going east shall remain the same.
CSAH 25 (old TH 60 on south side of Worthington – Remains at the current 45 mph speed limit.
CSAH 25 (old CR 57) – Remains at the current 55 mph, although the speed observed is closer to
45 mph due to the short distance between the intersections.
Options:
Signing will be updated as directed by the Commissioner of Transportation.
Recommendation:
Information only

Handout

Attachment 7.2 A

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
February 02, 2016
Year End Reports
Auditor - Treasurer
Beth Van Hove
10 minutes
Issue:
1.) Three Year End Reports of Tax Delinquency – For Informational Purposes Only
2.) Two Year End Cash and Investment Reports – Requires your consideration and acceptance
Discussion:
1.) For information:
a. Nobles County – Unpaid Taxes – As of December 31, 2015
b. Tax Delinquent – As of January 2, 2016
c. Nobles County Auditor-Treasurer Report of Tax Delinquency
2.) Requires Consideration and Acceptance
a. Nobles County Auditor-Treasurer’s Report of Cash and Investments
– As of December 31, 2015
b. Nobles County Cash and Investments Collateral Report – As of December 31, 2015
Recommendation:
For items in 2.) above: upon review,
a.) Consider and accept the two Cash and Investment Reports – As of December 31, 2015
b.) Approve the same financial institutions as designated depositories for Nobles County public
funds for 2016

NOBLES COUNTY - Unpaid Taxes - As of December 31, 2015

Attachment 7.2 A.1.

TAX UNPAID
Fund 01

Fund 03

Fund 11

Fund 21

Fund 35

Public Works

Fund 05
Community
Services

Debt

Fund 29
Forfeited
Property

Year

General

Building

Library

Total

2015

$27,952.95

$4,806.19

$12,222.37

$0.00

$2,307.87

$5,554.58

$74.63

$52,918.59

2014

$2,875.40

$578.45

$1,530.20

$0.00

$266.06

$695.81

$3.71

$5,949.63

2013

$2,893.05

$540.00

$1,562.57

$27.78

$284.39

$734.58

$4.02

$6,046.39

2012

$3,022.09

$467.25

$1,606.97

$0.00

$331.56

$759.20

$14.93

$6,202.00

2011

$2,307.22

$328.49

$964.16

$0.00

$221.11

$570.45

$11.29

$4,402.72

2010

$402.23

$80.67

$172.93

$0.00

$40.10

$107.72

$2.52

$806.17

2009

$108.31

$26.45

$47.21

$0.00

$12.19

$29.74

$0.84

$224.74

2008

$49.47

$12.52

$20.38

$0.00

$5.50

$14.02

$0.00

$101.89

Totals

$39,610.72

$6,840.02

$18,126.79

$27.78

$3,468.78

$8,466.10

$111.94

$76,652.13

Ditch Assmts

Septic Loan

Total

Total

OTHER TAXES UNPAID
Recycling
Year
Assmts
2015

$1,420.09

$230.97

$891.58

$2,542.64

2014

$321.65

$37.66

$891.58

$1,250.89

2013

$142.99

$23.88

$891.58

$1,058.45

2012

$108.00

$0.00

$891.58

$999.58

2011

$84.69

$0.62

$0.00

$85.31

2010

$54.00

$3.04

$0.00

$57.04

2009

$18.00

$0.00

$0.00

$18.00

Totals

$2,149.42

$296.17

$3,566.32

$6,011.91

MOBILE HOME UNPAID
Fund 01

Fund 03

Fund 11

Fund 21

Fund 35

Building

Library

Debt

Fund 29
Forfeited
Property

Year

General

Public Works

Fund 05
Community
Services

2015

364.58

62.64

159.29

0

30.07

72.39

0.94

689.91

2014

$254.83

$51.29

$135.64

$0.00

$23.60

$61.69

$0.32

$527.37

2013

$277.14

$51.74

$149.69

$2.68

$27.24

$70.37

$0.39

$579.25

2012

$301.33

$46.58

$160.26

$0.00

$33.07

$75.75

$1.48

$618.47

2011

$355.90

$50.64

$148.70

$0.00

$34.13

$88.05

$1.73

$679.15

2010

$280.91

$56.34

$120.76

$0.00

$28.00

$75.21

$1.74

$562.96

2009

$238.84

$58.35

$104.08

$0.00

$26.87

$65.55

$1.87

$495.56

2000 - 08

$1,048.63

$317.72

$512.86

$0.00

$89.74

$383.24

$0.00

$2,352.19

Totals

$3,122.16

$695.30

$1,491.28

$2.68

$292.72

$892.25

$8.47

$6,504.86

E/Beth/Year-end Reports/Unpaid Tax - 2015
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TAX DELINQUENT AS OF JANUARY 2, 2016
TOWNSHIPS &
CITIES

CERTIFIED 2016
NET LEVY

2015 UNPAID

2015 %
DELINQUENT

2014 %
DELINQUENT

2013 %
DELINQUENT

Bigelow
Bloom
Dewald
Elk
Graham Lakes
Grand Prairie
Hersey
Indian Lake
Larkin
Leota
Lismore
Little Rock
Lorain
Olney
Ransom
Seward
Summit Lake
Westside
Wilmont
Worthington
Adrian
Bigelow
Brewster
Dundee
Ellsworth
Kinbrae
Lismore
Round Lake
Rushmore
Wilmont
Worthington

$848,274.56
$654,679.34
$902,801.90
$1,354,414.00
$568,996.44
$662,682.00
$984,215.54
$726,448.86
$806,712.08
$567,580.00
$720,910.00
$754,994.00
$1,211,307.54
$823,664.00
$813,099.75
$626,556.00
$1,248,244.66
$724,778.00
$869,020.00
$969,593.40
$911,847.36
$105,644.00
$479,685.02
$36,070.00
$311,000.00
$22,916.00
$154,096.00
$193,872.00
$203,538.00
$210,705.36
$9,189,644.98

$861.00
$6,433.00
$3,552.00
$0.00
$1,263.05
$1,316.00
$3,746.00
$1,508.00
$1,052.00
$3,440.00
$3,910.00
$2,464.86
$3,091.00
$11,442.36
$1,280.01
$1,034.00
$1,261.04
$532.00
$4,662.00
$4,055.00
$15,235.32
$3,300.00
$3,547.00
$1,455.00
$9,923.00
$2.00
$2,556.00
$7,505.00
$6,539.00
$5,404.42
$102,131.99

0.102%
0.983%
0.393%
0.000%
0.222%
0.199%
0.381%
0.208%
0.130%
0.606%
0.542%
0.326%
0.255%
1.389%
0.157%
0.165%
0.101%
0.073%
0.536%
0.418%
1.671%
3.124%
0.739%
4.034%
3.191%
0.009%
1.659%
3.871%
3.213%
2.565%
1.111%

0.344%
0.105%
0.078%
0.000%
0.000%
0.184%
0.342%
0.163%
0.123%
0.598%
0.621%
0.026%
0.236%
1.291%
0.013%
0.214%
0.182%
0.084%
0.000%
0.539%
1.284%
7.035%
0.921%
4.419%
2.605%
0.140%
2.338%
3.864%
3.897%
2.304%
1.310%

0.341%
0.350%
0.229%
0.018%
0.000%
0.683%
0.123%
0.583%
0.068%
0.448%
1.270%
0.400%
0.497%
0.862%
0.113%
0.107%
0.177%
0.117%
0.169%
0.565%
1.610%
9.655%
0.696%
3.520%
3.029%
0.171%
3.164%
2.926%
3.663%
2.405%
1.769%

TOTALS

$28,657,990.79

$214,502.05

0.748%

0.776%

1.034%
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NOBLES COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER REPORT OF TAX DELINQUENCY
YEAR

CERTIFIED
LEVY

DELINQUENT

PERCENT

1994

$13,259,619.50

$135,991.00

1.026%

1995

$13,975,978.12

$176,267.04

1.261%

1996

$14,925,559.80

$155,439.80

1.041%

1997

$14,788,920.12

$146,910.80

0.993%

1998

$14,226,778.10

$146,726.00

1.031%

1999

$14,872,445.79

$189,634.49

1.275%

2000

$15,170,085.72

$208,865.40

1.377%

2001

15168938.16

$205,772.00

1.357%

2002

$13,641,215.88

$234,395.23

1.718%

2003

$14,762,843.00

$234,476.58

1.588%

2004

$15,107,968.80

$178,623.00

1.182%

2005

$15,539,428.39

$167,669.73

1.079%

2006

$16,880,451.29

$132,680.75

0.786%

2007

$18,704,832.79

$182,584.56

0.976%

2008

$20,587,511.45

$233,862.42

1.136%

2009

$21,756,447.36

$256,854.82

1.181%

2010

$23,248,738.48

$226,566.76

0.975%

2011

$23,483,637.58

$241,658.47

1.029%

2012

$26,294,877.32

$245,925.62

0.935%

2013

$27,693,847.17

$286,227.76

1.034%

2014

$28,147,535.71

$218,340.75

0.776%

2015

$28,657,990.79

$214,502.05

0.748%

E/Beth/Year-end Reports/Tax Delinquency 2015
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NOBLES COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER'S REPORT OF CASH AND INVESTMENTS - DECEMBER 31, 2015
January 1, 2015 Cash Balance

$21,129,414.64

2015 Receipts

$48,099,462.81

2015 Disbursements

($46,465,685.49)

Dec. 31, 2015 Cash Balance

$22,763,191.96

DUE

ACCT/CD #

CD/Investment
AMOUNTS

Rate

July 22, 2016
Nov 1, 2016
Dec. 23, 2016
July 14, 2016
July 29, 2016
May 7, 2016

58699
9907
58922
58860
100-061-015
100-062-651

$300,000.00
$300,000.00
$300,000.00
$500,000.00
$500,000.00
$25,000.00

0.50%
0.50%
0.60%
0.50%
0.50%
0.35%

United Prairie Bank - Wilmont

June 8, 2016
Nov. 8, 2016

1408
2025

$100,000.00
$100,000.00

0.18%
0.30%

State Bank of Lismore

Nov. 16, 2016
Dec. 26, 2016

14176
10589

$100,000.00
$200,000.00

0.30%
0.50%

Adrian State Bank

Feb. 2, 2016

12534

$250,000.00

0.50%

United Prairie Bank - Wgtn

June 12, 2016
Aug. 17, 2016
Sept. 15, 2016
April 17, 2016
Aug. 6, 2016
Nov. 25, 2016
Oct. 2, 2016
April 13, 2020

4690
4261
4135
50500000301
25828
50110000955
50500000395
50110012846

$250,000.00
$100,000.00
$250,000.00
$300,000.00
$300,000.00
$300,000.00
$30,000.00
$75,000.00

0.18%
0.18%
0.18%
0.18%
0.18%
0.30%
0.18%
0.80%

Jan. 4, 2016
Oct. 15, 2016
Dec. 30, 2016

2211
2176
3482

$100,000.00
$100,000.00
$300,000.00

0.20%
0.20%
0.40%

Mar. 7, 2017

16419408

$500,000.00

0.35%

$0.00

0.03%

$1,221,146.50

0.04%

$6,501,146.50

$22,763,191.96

DEPOSITORIES

CHECKING
ACCOUNTS

First State Bank Southwest

SAVINGS
ACCOUNTS
$1,037,749.52

(MN Dept of Ag)

Septic System

Fair Board
Rolling Hills Bank & Trust

Bank of the West

$1,102,786.23

$0.00

Wells Fargo

$9,774,353.22

$4,347,156.49

MAGIC

TOTALS

E/Beth/Year-end Reports/Cash & Investments 2015

AVG December Dividend Rate

$10,877,139.45

$5,384,906.01

651035

Attachment 7.2 A.5.
NOBLES COUNTY CASH AND INVESTMENTS COLLATERAL REPORT - DECEMBER 31, 2015

DEPOSITS

Checking - Non Interest
Checking - Interest
Money Market Savings

UNITED
UNITED
UNITED PRAIRIE
PRAIRIE BANK - PRAIRIE BANK BANK TOTAL - UNITED ROLLING HILLS
ROUND LAKE
WILMONT
WORTHINGTON
PRAIRIE
BANK & TRUST

TOTAL

FIRST STATE
BANK
SOUTHWEST

ADRIAN STATE
BANK

STATE BANK
LISMORE

BANK OF THE
WEST WORTHINGTON

WELLS FARGO BANK WORTHINGTON

$10,877,139.45

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$1,102,786.23

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$9,774,353.22
$0.00

$5,384,906.01

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$1,037,749.52

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$4,347,156.49
$0.00

Certificates of Deposits

$5,280,000.00

$0.00

$200,000.00

$1,605,000.00

$1,805,000.00

$500,000.00

$1,925,000.00

$250,000.00

$300,000.00

$500,000.00

MAGIC

$1,221,146.50

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$22,763,191.96

$0.00

$200,000.00

$1,605,000.00

$1,805,000.00

$500,000.00

$2,962,749.52

$250,000.00

$300,000.00

$1,602,786.23

$14,121,509.71

$2,000,000.00

$250,000.00

$250,000.00

$250,000.00

$250,000.00

$250,000.00

$500,000.00

$250,000.00

Net Uninsured Amount

$19,542,045.46

$1,555,000.00

$250,000.00

$2,712,749.52

$0.00

$50,000.00

$1,102,786.23

$13,871,509.71

Required Pledge Amount
(110% of Net Uninsured Amt)

$21,496,250.01

$1,710,500.00

$275,000.00

$2,984,024.47

$0.00

$55,000.00

$1,213,064.85

$15,258,660.68

Total Collateral Pledged

$29,476,410.42

$1,851,970.00

$505,021.10

$3,242,159.05

$2,641.05

$100,000.00

$2,058,982.00

$21,715,637.22

$7,980,160.41

$141,470.00

$230,021.10

$258,134.58

$2,641.05

$45,000.00

$845,917.15

$6,456,976.54

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

TOTAL DEPOSITS

COLLATERAL

Less FDIC Insured Amount

Excess Collateral

Under Collateralized

E/Beth/Year-end Reports/Cash and Investments Collateral 2015
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“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
2016 Western Community Action
Transportation Agreement Renewal
Community Services
Stacie Golombiecki
Time needed – 5 minutes
Issue:
Nobles County Community Services currently maintains this Agreement with Western Community
Action for the provision of volunteer driver services. This system provides medical and other
transportation needs to Nobles County residents who need to travel outside the City of Worthington.
Discussion:
The cost of this service is the current IRS mileage rate of .54 cents per mile plus an administrative fee
of .15 cents per mile to cover the management of the program. The majority of the mileage costs are
recouped through MN Medicaid for medical rides, however, the Agency is responsible for any unloaded
miles.
Options:
Nobles County currently does not have other options for volunteer driver services outside of the City of
Worthington.
Recommendation:
I am recommending the Board approve this renewal contract with Western Community Action for
calendar year 2016.

TRANSPORTATION CONTRACT
BETWEEN
NOBLES COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES
AND
WESTERN COMMUNITY ACTION – TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
The County of Nobles, a body corporate and politic existing under the laws of the State of Minnesota, by
its Nobles County Community Service Agency, 318 – 9th Street, PO Box 189, Worthington, MN 56187,
hereafter referred to as the Agency, and Western Community Action, 1400 S. Saratoga St., Marshall,
MN 56258 hereafter referred to as the Provider.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Community Services Act, Chapter 256M (2008), the County, through the
Agency, has identified a certain population within the County who are in need of consultation and
support services and wishes to purchase these services from the Provider; and
WHEREAS, the Provider represents that Provider is qualified to furnish these services; and
WHEREAS, the Provider has registered volunteer drivers’ driving their own cars and employed drivers
operating public transit buses available to provide needed transportation services to the Agency.
WHEREAS, federal funds are available for the purchase of consultation and support services under Title
XX of the Social Security Act, as amended by the Social Services Block Grant Act, Subtitle C, Section
2352, Public Law 97-35, through the State of Minnesota.
WHEREAS, the Provider will best serve the needs of the target population and maintain program
flexibility by providing services through a cost reimbursement process in order to make services
available to the general community.
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual understandings and agreements set forth, the
Agency and Provider agree as follows:
1. TERM OF THE AGREEMENT
This term of this Contract shall be from January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016, the date of signature
by the parties notwithstanding, unless earlier terminated as provided herein. At the termination of
the above Contract term, this Contract may be renewed, upon agreement of the Agency and
Provider, for additional one-year periods provided that the Provider has satisfactorily performed the
services herein described. If no material change will be made, the Contract can be renewed by letter
agreement of the parties prior to the expiration date.
2. SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED
a. The Agency agrees to purchase and Provider agrees to furnish the following services:
Transportation Services, hereinafter “Purchased Services”.
b. Limitations on Purchased Services:
1

The Provider, as a public transportation service funded primarily through a contract with the
Minnesota Department of Transportation, reserves the right to transport other riders with clients
when such transportation coincides with trip requests by the Agency. The Provider shall, when
requested, inform the Agency prior to the trip of the other riders who will be accompanying the
client on the trip.
The Provider has the right to deny services to Agency clients who do not abide by Provider’s
rules, safety regulations or who cause property damage or may be a threat to Provider’s drivers.
3. PROVIDER OBLIGATIONS
a. General Description. The Provider shall assign a requested ride to a registered volunteer driver
according to their standard procedures or to a hired bus driver employed by the Provider or third
party operator of public transit services operating in the area. If a ride cannot be provided, the
Provider shall notify the Agency as soon as is reasonably possible. The Agency or client may call
Provider’s dispatcher to obtain the name of the driver and the details of the ride the day before the
trip if this information is required. The Provider shall immediately notify the Agency of any
changes that may affect the Provider’s ability to perform this Contract, including, but not limited to
the following: (1) changes in the Provider’s service area; (2) funding considerations; (3)
reimbursement changes; and (4) unforeseen operational circumstances.

b. Provider’s Personnel: Provider shall provide the Agency with such information regarding the
qualifications of its staff, including professionals, volunteers, and others, as is required by the
Agency to verify that present and subsequent services are being rendered by competent, trained, and
properly licensed or certified personnel.

c. Notification to Drivers: The Provider shall ensure that the Volunteer Driver Program and the
assigned drivers have been advised of the Volunteer Driver Minimum Standards and Codes of
Conduct. All drivers shall be required to comply with Provider rules and the aforementioned Codes
of Conduct and Volunteer Driver Minimum Standards. Criminal Background checks will be
conducted on all new volunteer drivers upon registering and a random number screened each year
thereafter.
d. Publicity: Provider will not use the Agency’s or Nobles County’s name in any brochure,
pamphlet or otherwise in a way which implies endorsement or recommendation without the
Agency’s consent.
e. Agency Access: The Agency or any authorized representative shall have the right to conduct
periodic on-site visits to determine compliance with this Contract and to evaluate the quality of
service provided under this Contract.
f. Recordkeeping: The Provider shall maintain program and statistical records including but not
limited to a service plan and corresponding service file. The service file should include, at a

2

minimum, if appropriate, eligibility category, description of disability, service plan, detailed factors
relating to current situation, description of plan of action, and case notes and related referral
information and final disposition.
g. Records Log: The Provider shall develop and maintain a record-keeping system to log
informational or referral requests. This relates specifically to situations when a service plan is not
appropriate.
h. Billing: The Provider shall submit a periodic line item expenditure report within thirty (30) days
after the end of each period unless otherwise indicated in writing by the County, through the
Department. This must include both total units of service provided by the Provider and the units of
service provided to the County through the Agency. The report must be in the form described by the
County through the Agency.
4.

AGENCY OBLIGATIONS
a. The Agency shall make arrangements with the Provider for rides according to the Agency’s
standard procedures. The Agency shall call the Provider’s dispatcher to schedule the ride or allow
certain passengers to call directly for their ride. The Agency shall provide information to their client
including who will be providing the ride, scheduled pick-up times and other pertinent information.
The Agency shall notify the Provider’s dispatcher that was initially contacted of any cancellations as
soon as the Agency becomes aware of such cancellation. If required and authorized by law, the
Agency shall provide the client's Medical Assistance number or other information necessary for
billing.
b. Agency shall determine eligibility for purchased services.
c. The County, through the Agency, will advise applicants and eligible recipients of all of their
rights to a fair hearing and the appeal process including, but not limited to, the right to appeal a
denial or exclusion from the program or failure to recognize an eligible recipient’s choice of a
service and of his/her right to a fair hearing in these respects. The County, through the Agency, will
make arrangements to provide such hearings.

5.

COST OF SERVICE
The Agency will reimburse the Provider for rides according to the agreed upon terms for passenger
trips. See Attachment A for rates.

6.

PAYMENT
a. No Minimum Requirement: It is understood and agreed by the parties that the Agency assumes no
obligation to purchase from Provider any minimum amount of services as defined by the terms of
this Contract.
b. Invoices: Provider shall, within thirty (30) working days following the last day of each calendar
month in which services were provided, submit an invoice for payment. The invoice shall itemize
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the date(s) such services were provided, the name of the client receiving services, and the amount
and type of all reimbursable expenses being charged to the Contract.
c. Payment Procedure: The Agency shall make payment to Provider within thirty (30) days of the
date on which the invoice is received.
d. Payment of Disputed Claims: The Agency may refuse to pay any claim which is not specifically
authorized by this Contract. Payment of a claim shall not preclude the Agency from questioning the
propriety of the claim. In the event the Agency withholds payment for failure to provide service or
failure to comply with any of the provisions of this Contract, then no interest penalty shall accrue
against the Agency for non-payment of disputed claims. The Agency reserves the right to offset any
overpayment or disallowance of claim by reducing future payments.
e. Reduction in Funds: If a reduction of funds prevents reimbursement to the County, through the
Agency, from the United States Department of Health and Human Services and/or the Minnesota
Department of Human Services, the respective funding obligations as recited herein may be
renegotiated.
f. No Guarantee of Operational Costs: The County, through the Agency, does not guarantee
operational costs of the Provider's facility and will only pay for services rendered.
g. Additional Funding: Should additional funding be secured from another source reimbursing
Provider for any or all of the costs of the purchased services which is covered by this Contract, the
total cost of the Contract shall be reduced by that amount.
h. Renegotiation of Rate: If reviews by the County, through the Agency, of the Provider's expense
reports show that an amount is being paid which is higher than the reasonable and necessary rate for
the Purchased Services, the parties agree to amend this Contract to establish a reasonable and
necessary amount.
7. COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND STANDARDS
a. General: Provider shall abide by all Federal, State, or local laws, statutes, ordinances, rules, and
regulations now in effect or hereinafter adopted pertaining to this Contract or to the facilities,
programs and staff for which Provider is responsible.
b. Financial Participation: In the event that there is a revision of State or Federal law or regulations
which makes this Contract or any portion thereof ineligible for State or Federal financial
participation, all parties agree to review the Contract and renegotiate those items necessary to bring
it into compliance with the new State or Federal regulations. Refusal to renegotiate within seven (7)
days of a request in order to bring the Contract into compliance shall be cause for termination of the
Contract as of the date it becomes ineligible for State or Federal financial participation.
c. Revision of Laws: In the event that there is a revision of Federal, State, or local statutes, rules or
other law, which might make services provided under the terms of this Contract or any portion
thereof unlawful, all parties will review the Contract and renegotiate those items necessary to bring
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the Contract into compliance with the new law. Refusal to renegotiate within seven (7) days of a
request, so as to bring this Contract into compliance with the new law immediately (or within a
reasonable time if immediate compliance is not possible) shall be cause for termination of this
Contract as of the date when the Contract is out of compliance.
d. Violations: Any violation of Federal, State, or local laws, statutes, ordinances, rules, or
regulations, as well as loss of any applicable license or certification by Provider shall constitute a
material breach of this Contract, whether or not intentional, and shall entitle the Agency to terminate
this Contract upon delivery of written notice of termination to Provider. Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Contract, such termination shall be effective as of the date of such violation, failure
or loss.
e. Minnesota Law to Govern: This Contract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with
the substantive and procedural laws of the State of Minnesota, without giving effect to the principles
of conflict of laws. All proceedings related to this Contract shall be venued in the State of
Minnesota, County of Nobles.
8. STANDARD ASSURANCES
a. Limited English Proficiency Provisions: It is understood that all agency contractors, grantees,
licensees and any other public or private individual and/or organization that operates, provides or
engages in health, or social services programs and activities on behalf of the Agency and receives
federal funding, must comply with the Title IV language access requirements. Title IV and its
implementing regulations provide that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on the basis of
race, color, or national origin under any program or activity that receives federal financial assistance.
Federal Civil rights compliance requirements for Title IV include a legal obligation to provide
language assistance services to all applicants and clients with Limited English Proficiency free of
charge and in a timely manner during all hours of operation.
b. Non-Discrimination: During the performance of this Contract, the Provider shall not unlawfully
discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because of race, color, creed,
religion, sex, national origin, disability, age, marital status or public assistance status. No funds
received under this Contract shall be used to provide religious or sectarian training or services. The
Provider shall comply with any federal or state law regarding non-discrimination.
c. Data Privacy: For purposes of this Contract all data collected, created, received, maintained or
disseminated shall be governed by the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. Ch.
13 and the Minnesota Rules implementing the Act now in force or hereinafter adopted, as well as
federal laws on data privacy. The Provider shall strictly comply with these statutes and rules. All
subcontracts shall contain the same or similar data practices compliance requirements.
d. Records Disclosure and Retention: Provider’s bonds, records, documents, papers, accounting
procedures and practices, and other evidences relevant to this Contract are subject to the
examination, duplication, transcription and audit by the Agency and either the Legislative or State
Auditor, pursuant to Minn. Stat. 16B.06, subd. 4. Such evidences are also subject to review by the
Comptroller General of the United States, or a duly authorized representative, if federal funds are
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used for any work under this Contract. The Provider agrees to maintain such evidences for a period
of five (5) years from the date services or payment were last provided or made or longer if any audit
in progress requires a longer retention period.
e. Worker Health, Safety and Training: Provider shall be solely responsible for the health and
safety of its employees and volunteers in connection with the work performed under this Contract.
Provider shall make arrangements to ensure the health and safety of all subcontractors and other
persons who may perform work in connection with this Contract. Provider shall ensure that all
personnel of Provider and subcontractors or third parties are properly trained and supervised and,
when applicable, duly licensed or certified appropriate to the tasks the personnel are engaged in
under this Contract. Provider shall comply with the “Occupational Safety and Health Act” and the
“Employee Right to Know Act”, Minn. Stat. 182.65, et.seq., where applicable.
f. Appeals: The Provider shall assist the Agency in complying with the provisions of Minn. Stat.
256.;045, Administrative and Judicial Review of Human Services Matters.
g. Reporting: Provider shall comply with the provisions of the “Child Abuse Reporting Act”, Minn.
Stat. 626.556, as amended, and the Vulnerable Adult Reporting Act”, Minn. Stat. 626.557, as
amended, and any rules promulgated by the Minnesota Department of Human Services,
implementing such Acts.
h. Minnesota Department of Human Services (MDHS) Third-Party Beneficiary: Provider
acknowledges and agrees that the MDHS is a third-party beneficiary and as a third-party beneficiary,
is an affected party under this Contract. Provider specifically acknowledges and agrees that the
MDHS has standing to and may take any appropriate administrative action or sue Provider for any
appropriate relief in law or equity, including but not limited to, rescission, damages or specific
performance or all or any part of the Contract between the Agency and Provider. Provider
specifically acknowledges that the Agency and the MDHS are entitled to and may recover from
Provider, reasonable attorney’s fees and costs and disbursements associated with any action taken
under this paragraph that is successfully maintained. This provision shall not be construed to limit
the rights of any party to the Contract or any other third party beneficiary, nor shall it be construed as
a waiver of immunity under the Eleventh Amendment to the United States Constitution or any other
waiver of immunity.
i. HIPAA Compliance: The Provider agrees to provide assurance to the Agency that it will comply
with the Health Information Portability ACT (HIPAA) requirements necessary to protect Individual
Identifying Health Information (IIHI). Use and disclosure will require that IIHI be:
1. appropriately safeguarded, and
2. any misuse of IIHI will be reported to the Agency.
Furthermore the Provider agrees to:
1. secure satisfactory assurance of compliance from any subcontractor;
2. grant individuals access and ability to amend their IIHI;
3. make available an accounting of disclosures;
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4. release applicable records to the Agency or to the Department of Human Services if requested;
and
5. upon termination, return or destroy all IIHI in accordance with conventional record destruction
practices.
j. Noncompliance: If the Provider or its subcontractor fails to comply with the provisions of this
Contract, the Agency may terminate this Contract (if feasible), report the problem to the Department
of Human Services, and/or seek any available legal remedy.
9. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR STATUS
It is agreed that nothing herein contained is intended or should be construed in any manner as
creating or establishing the relationship of copartners between the parties hereto or as constituting
the Provider as the agent, representative, or employee of the County or the Agency for any purpose
or in any manner whatsoever. The Provider is to be and shall remain an independent contractor with
respect to all services performed under this Contract.
The Provider represents that it has, or will secure at its own expense, all personnel required in
performing services under this Contract. Any and all personnel of the Provider or other persons,
while engaged in the performance of any work or services required by the Provider under this
Agreement, shall have no contractual relationship with the County and shall not be considered
employees of the County, and any and all claims that may or might arise under the Unemployment
Compensation Act or the Workers' Compensation Act of the State of Minnesota on behalf of said
personnel arising out of employment or alleged employment including, without limitation, claims of
discrimination against the Provider, its officers, agents, contractors, or employees shall in no way be
the responsibility of the County; and the Provider shall defend, indemnify, and hold the County,
Agency, Officers, Employees, and Volunteers harmless from any and all such claims irrespective of
any determination of any pertinent tribunal, agency, board, commission, or court. Such personnel or
other persons shall neither require nor be entitled to any compensation, rights, or benefits of any kind
whatsoever from the County, including without limitation, tenure rights, medical and hospital care,
sick and vacation leave, Workers' Compensation, Unemployment Insurance, disability, severance
pay and PERA.
10. INDEMNIFICATION
Provider shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend the County, the Agency, and County and
Agency officers, agents and employees against any and all liability, loss, costs, damages, expenses,
claims or actions, including attorney’s fees which the Agency, its officers, agency and employees
may hereafter sustain, incur or be required to pay arising out of or by reason of:
1. Any negligent or willful act or omission of Provider, its agents, servants or employees, in the
execution, performance, or failure to adequately perform Provider’s obligations pursuant to this
Contract which causes bodily injury, death, personal injury, property loss or damage to another;
or
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2. Bodily or personal injury, death, or property loss or damage to any applicant or eligible recipient
either while participating in or receiving the care and services to be furnished under this
Contract, or while on or in premises or vehicles owned, leased, or operated by Provider, or while
being transported to or from said premises in any vehicle owned, operated, leased, chartered, or
otherwise contracted for by Provider or any officer, agent, or employee thereof; or
3. Any applicant or eligible recipient causing injury to, or damages to the property of another
person during any time when Provider or any officer, agent or employee thereof has undertaken
or is furnishing the care and services called for under this Contract; or
4. Any claim or cause of action in equity for damages arising out of employment or alleged
employment by Provider or discrimination in Provider’s employees or volunteers.
In the event that any action, suit, or proceeding is brought against the County and/or the Agency
upon any matter herein indemnified against, the Agency shall notify the Provider in writing as soon
as practicable directed to the representatives listed in Paragraph 17.
The County and the Agency shall indemnify and hold harmless the Provider from any and all
liability, loss, costs, damages and expenses arising out of or by reason of any act or omission of the
County, the Agency, and of County and Agency agents, servants or employees, in the execution,
performance, or failure to adequately perform its obligations pursuant to this Contract. The County
and the Agency’s liability shall be limited by the provisions of Minn Stat. Ch. 466 or other
applicable law.
11. INSURANCE
The Provider further agrees, in order to protect itself and the Agency under the indemnity provisions
set forth above, to at all times during the term of this Contract, have and keep in force a liability
insurance policy with the following minimum amounts to not be less than those specified in Minn.
Stat. Ch. 466:
 General Liability - $500,000 per claimant/$1,500,000 per occurrence for bodily injury, personal
injury and property damage.
 Automobile Liability - $500,000 per claimant/$1,500,000 per occurrence for bodily injury and
property damage.
 Public Officials Liability Coverage - $1,500,000 per occurrence.
Prior to the effective date of this Contract, and as a condition precedent to this Contract, the Provider
will furnish the Agency with certificates of insurance. The Agency may withhold payments for
failure of the Provider to furnish proof of insurance coverage or to comply with the insurance
requirements herein.
Any policy obtained and maintained under this clause shall provide that it shall not be cancelled,
materially changed, or not renewed without thirty (30) days’ prior notice by the insured to the
County, through the Department.
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12. SUBCONTRACTING/ASSIGNMENT
Provider shall not enter into any subcontract for performance of any of the services contemplated
under this Contract nor assign any interest in the Contract without the prior written approval of the
County through the Agency and subject to such conditions and provisions as the County through the
Agency may deem necessary. The Provider shall be responsible for the performance of all
subcontractors.
If subcontracting is approved, the Provider (as the Contractor) shall ensure that any and all
subcontractors to provide services under this Contract shall contain the following language:
The subcontractor acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human Services is a
third party beneficiary, and as a third party beneficiary, is an affected party under this Contract. The
subcontractor specifically acknowledges and agrees that the Minnesota Department of Human
Services has standing to take any appropriate administrative action or sue the subcontractor for any
appropriate relief in law or equity, including but not limited to, rescission, damages, or specific
performance, of all or any part of the Contract between the County Board and the Contractor. The
subcontractor specifically acknowledges that the County Board and the Minnesota Department of
Human Services are entitled to and may recover from the subcontractor reasonable attorney's fees,
costs, and disbursements associated with any action taken under this paragraph that is successfully
maintained. This provision shall not be construed as a waiver of immunity under the Eleventh
Amendment to the United States Constitution or any other waiver of immunity.
13. DEFAULT
If the Provider fails to perform any of the provisions of this Contract or so fails to administer the
work as to endanger the performance of this Contract, this shall constitute default. Unless otherwise
provided, no event shall constitute a default giving rise to the right to terminate unless and until
written Notice of Default is given to the defaulting party, specifying the particular event, series of
events or failure constituting the default and the cure period. If the party in default fails to cure the
specified circumstances as described by the Notice of Default within ten (10) days or such other
time as may be specified under the terms of this Contract, then this Contract may be terminated by
written notice directed to the representatives listed in Paragraph 17.
14. TERMINATION
This Contract may be terminated with or without cause by either party upon thirty (30) days written
notice directed to the representatives listed in Paragraph 17.
15. CONTRACT RIGHTS AND REMEDIES
All remedies available to either party under the terms of this Contract or by law are cumulative and
may be exercised concurrently or separately, and the exercise of any one remedy shall not be
deemed an election of such remedy to the exclusion of other remedies.
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The waiver of any default by either party, or the failure to give notice of any default shall not
constitute a waiver of any subsequent default or be deemed to be a failure to give such notice with
respect to any subsequent default.
Waiver of breach of any provision of this Contract shall not be construed to be modification for the
terms of this Contract unless stated to be such in writing and signed by authorized representatives of
the Agency and Provider.
16. DAMAGES
Unless Provider’s default is excused under the terms of this Contract, the Agency may recover from
Provider such damages as it may have sustained by reason of additional administrative costs and
other damages sustained by the County by reason of delay, price changes, loss of other contracts,
loss of income, inability of the Agency to fulfill other contracts, loss of other benefits of this
Contract, and any other damages directly or consequently arising out of this Contract or a failure to
perform the same by Provider. Both parties shall use their best efforts to mitigate any damages
which might be suffered by reason of any event giving rise to a remedy hereunder.
17. REPRESENTATIVES
The following named persons are designated the Authorized Representatives of the parties for the
purposes of this Contract. These persons have authority to bind the party they represent and to
consent to modifications and subcontracts, except that, as to the Agency, the Authorized
Representative shall have only the authority specifically or generally granted by the County Board.
Notification required to be provided pursuant to this Contract shall be provided to the following
named persons and addresses unless otherwise stated in this Contract, or in a modification of this
Contract.
Provider:
Name:
John G. Fitzgerald

Agency:
Name:

Title:

Title:

Executive Director
Western Community Action

Stacie Golombiecki
Director
Nobles County Community

Address: 1400 South Saratoga
Marshall, MN 56258

Address: 318 – 9th Street, PO Box 189
Worthington, MN 56187

Telephone: (507) 537-1416

Telephone: (507) 295-5234

18. MODIFICATIONS
Any alterations, variations, modifications, or waivers of the provisions of this Contract shall only be
valid when they have been reduced to writing, and signed by the authorized representatives of the
Agency and Provider.
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19. SEVERABILITY
The provisions of this Contract shall be deemed severable. If any part of this Contract is rendered
void, invalid, or unenforceable, such rendering shall not affect the validity and enforceability of the
remainder of this Contract unless the part or parts which are void, invalid or otherwise unenforceable
shall substantially impair the value of the entire Contract with respect to either party.

20. MERGER
This Contract is the final expression of the agreement of the parties and the complete and exclusive
statute of the terms agreed upon, and shall supersede all prior negotiations, understandings or
agreements. There are no representations, warranties, or stipulations, either oral or written, not
herein contained.
21. FAIR HEARING AND GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
a. The Provider will establish a system through which eligible recipients may present grievances
about the operation of the service program, and the Provider will advise eligible recipients of this
right.
b. The County, through the Agency, will advise applicants and eligible recipients of all of their
rights to a fair hearing and the appeal process including, but not limited to, the right to appeal denial
or exclusion from the program or failure to recognize an eligible recipient’s choice of a service and
of his/her right to a fair hearing in these respects. The County, through the Agency, will make
arrangements to provide such hearings.
22. EXTENSION CLAUSE
The parties further understand and agree that this Contract shall be automatically extended for an
additional period up to 90 days from the end date of this Contract in the event a new contract
between the parties is desired, but not entered into, prior to the expiration date contained in this
Contract. The purpose of this extension is to insure the existence of an uninterrupted contract in the
even that a new contract is desired but is unable to be signed by the parties prior to the expiration
date of this Contract. In the event that this Contract is extended pursuant to this clause, any change
in fees contained in the subsequent contract may be made retroactive to the exploration date of the
Contract, by mutual agreement of the parties.

23. ENTIRE AGREEMENT
It is understood and agreed that the entire agreement of the parties is contained herein and that this
Contract supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations between the parties relating to the subject
matter thereof.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The parties have caused this Contract to be duly executed intending to be
bound thereby.

COUNTY OF NOBLES, MINNESOTA

PROVIDER

BY:

BY:
Board Chairperson
Nobles County

Board Chairperson
Western Community Action

Date:

Date:

BY:

BY:
Administrator
Nobles County

Executive Director
Western Community Action

Date:

Date:

BY:
Human Service Director
Nobles County Community Services
Date:

Approved as to form:

Nobles County Attorney
Date:
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Attachment A
Trip Reimbursement rates are as follows:
Cost per trip is based on the agreed upon billed rates for the bus/volunteer driver miles. When the Provider
is authorized by the Agency to assign a trip to another transit system out of the project area to reduce mileage
costs, the cost of the trip may vary from the rates in this Contract but will not exceed the rates below unless
pre-approved.
An Escort is allowed to ride at no cost when necessary to assist with passenger(s).
Every effort will be made to assign the most cost effective means of providing a ride, whether it is by bus or
volunteer drivers, based on available options.
In the event of a no-show or if the ride is canceled too late to notify the driver, the Agency will reimburse the
Provider all costs incurred, but not in excess of the actual trip cost.
Meal and other associated trip costs will be reimbursed when authorized by Agency per policy and
procedures of Provider. Receipts are retained for meal and parking costs (when available) by the Provider
for audit purposes.
RATES:
Volunteer Drivers (out of area trips):
$ .69 per mile - Total Driver Miles
$.54 per mile per person – Total Driver Miles – for trips with two or more passengers riding
The volunteer driver mileage rate is the IRS rate rounded down to the nearest whole cent. The current IRS
rate is .54 /mile. In addition, .15/mile is charged to cover project costs when trips are not coordinated. Rates
will change if and when the IRS rate changes.
Due to limited resources, all trip requests will be coordinated when possible.
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Attachment 8.0

ADMINISTRATION
Phone: 507-295-5201
Fax: 507-372-8363
administration@co.nobles.mn.us

315 Tenth Street
P.O. Box 757
Worthington, MN 56187-0757

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose”

To:

Board of Commissioners

From:

Tom Johnson, County Administrator

Date:

January 28, 2016

Subject:

Items Requiring Board Action
8.1

Deputy County Assessor
Consider authorizing a pay increase of $213.06 per pay period for the Deputy Assessor.
(Attachment)

8.2

2016 Board of Equalization
Consider setting the date and time for the Board of Equalization to be Tuesday, June 14,
2016 at 6:00 p.m. as recommended by the Deputy Assessor.

8.3

AMC Legislative Conference
The AMC Legislative Conference will be held Thursday, March 10th and Friday, March
11th at the InterContinental Hotel – St. Paul (formerly the Crowne Plaza Riverfront).
Lodging has been secured for each Commissioner and must be cancelled by March 1,
2016 to avoid fees. Please contact Cathy Roos to register for the conference.
(Attachment)

Attachment 8.1

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose.”

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING
Deputy Assessor
Administration
Tom Johnson
5 min.
Issue:
The Deputy Assessor is taking more of the duties of the County Assessor and should be compensated
at a higher level.
Discussion:
Val has been doing many of the duties of the County Assessor for several months. She held the AMA
certification and it was not expected to take on all of the duties of the position for a long period of time.
She has now been certified with the SAMA designation and she is doing most of the duties of the
County Assessor and should be compensated at a higher level. The County has a history of increasing
salary temporarily based on increased duties in a like situation. She was given an additional $318.40 in
August of 2015.
Administration is proposing her pay be increased by an additional $213.08 per pay period. This amount
will bring her to approximately 90% of the salary range of the County Assessor. Because there is an
open position in the budget, this can be funded within the current budget.
Options:
Approve the additional salary or do not approve.
Recommendation:
Administration recommends approving the increase in salary as proposed.

Attachment 8.3

Tentative Schedule
Thursday, March 10
8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

REGISTRATION OPEN
PLATINUM AMCAM EXHIBITS

7:30 - 8:30 A.M.

EXTENSION COMMITTEE

10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL COUNTY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPERS (MAPCED)

9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

12:00 – 1:15 P.M.

1:15 - 5:00 P.M.

AMC POLICY COMMITTEES

•

Environment & Natural Resources

•

General Government

•

Health & Human Services

•

Public Safety

•

Transportation & Infrastructure

4H AWARDS LUNCHEON
•

Presentation of AMC 4H Community Leadership Award

•

Presentation of 2016 AMC Student Scholarship
AMC Past President Christopher Shoff, Freeborn County Commissioner

•

‘State of the Counties’ Address
AMC President Jack Swanson, Roseau County Commissioner

MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY ADMINISTRATORS (MACA)
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSION

*There will be no shuttles to the Capitol because of the ongoing renovations, but you can still either drive yourself
there or take the convenient Green Line Light Rail from the hotel to the Capitol.

2016 AMC Legislative Conference Schedule – Continued.

1:15 - 2:30 P.M.

LEGISLATIVE ‘HOT TOPIC’ WORKSHOPS I
•

Updates From the US Army Corps of Engineers

Presenter: Tamara Cameron, St. Paul District Regulatory Branch Chief

Join us for a conversation with the US Army Corps of Engineers and learn about
changes within the Corps' St. Paul District Regulatory Branch such as Minnesota's
new project manager organizational structure, e-permitting efforts, the new
transportation general permit (GP-4), and new interagency efficiency and
coordination efforts. Each of these changes is intended to make the permitting
process more efficient and streamlined for local governments and other
stakeholders. While the Corps cannot comment on the new Clean Water Rule
(Waters of the US) due to the court stay, they can provide a status update and
answer questions on the current Clean Water Rule as well as address general
questions on 404 assumption.
The US Army Corps of Engineers St. Paul District is responsible for supporting inland navigation
by operating 13 locks and dams and by maintaining the Nine-Foot Navigation Channel,
helping local communities reduce damages caused by flooding, issuing permits for work in
wetlands and navigable rivers, environmental restoration programs to improve fish and wildlife
habitat, emergency response operations following natural disasters, and recreation activities
at Corps facilities and reservoirs.

•

Partnering for a Better Mental Health System
Presenter: TBA
AMC is coming together with mental health stakeholders from around the state in
hopes of “Partnering for a Better Mental Health System”. The effort includes he
Association of Minnesota Counties, Mental Health Minnesota, Minnesota Association
of Community Mental Health Programs, Minnesota Association of County Social
Services Administrators, Minnesota Department of Human Services, Minnesota
Hospital Association, and NAMI Minnesota with the goal of fostering understanding
of the barriers within the system and gaining agreement on how to address the
barriers among community partners. This session will focus on the progress of the
collaboration, including potential recommendations for this legislative session.

•

Broadband
Presenters: Bernadine Joselyn and Bill Coleman, Blandin Foundation

In 2010, the Minnesota State Legislature set a goal of statewide access to highspeed broadband by 2015. Six years later, many communities have been left
behind with ineffective, slow speeds or no access at all. Access to convenient,
affordable broadband networks is essential for Minnesota to compete in the global
marketplace. In communities with limited or no broadband, businesses are losing
out on potential customers, students are missing learning opportunities, and the
growth of many industry sectors, such as health care, are stifled.
In this session you will hear from the Blandin Foundation, a proponent of abundant
and robust access to the Internet (broadband), as communities seek to compete
and thrive in a digitally-connected world. Since making rural broadband use and
access a focus in 2003, Blandin Foundation has partnered with leaders in nearly 70
communities and 110 organizations across the state. You’ll learn about local efforts
to promote the vision that “everyone in Minnesota will be able to use convenient,
affordable, world-class broadband networks that enable us to survive and thrive in
our communities and across the globe,” and hear from county economic
developers making the case for investment from a business attraction and retention
standpoint.

1:30 – 4:30 P.M.

AMC BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

2:30 – 3:00 P.M.

BREAK

*There will be no shuttles to the Capitol because of the ongoing renovations, but you can still either drive yourself
there or take the convenient Green Line Light Rail from the hotel to the Capitol.

2016 AMC Legislative Conference Schedule – Continued.

3:15 - 4:30 P.M.

LEGISLATIVE ‘HOT TOPIC’ WORKSHOPS II
•

The State of Rural Minnesota and Public Policy Implications

Presenter:

Brad Finstad, Executive Director, The Center for Rural Policy and
Development
Hosted by: AMC’s Agriculture and Rural Development Advisory Committee

Join us for a presentation on the State of Rural Minnesota Report and learn about
the latest demographic and economic data trends in rural Minnesota. Mr. Finstad
will then lead a discussion on how these trends impact public policies in areas such
as water, transportation, immigration, workforce development, housing, and others
in our rural communities.
The Center for Rural Policy and Development is a non-partisan, not-for-profit policy research
organization dedicated to benefiting Minnesota by providing its policy makers with unbiased
information and evaluation of issues from a rural perspective.

•

Foster Care and the Indian Child Welfare Act
Presenter: TBA

With increased attention on Child Protection in Minnesota, counties are seeing
increased numbers of children in Foster Care. Though Indians make up fewer than 2
percent of Minnesota's child population, they account for at least 17 percent of all
children in foster care. This overrepresentation of Indian children in the foster system
is the largest of any state. This session will focus on how counties can partner with
tribes as they navigate ICWA cases to reduce disparities and achieve positive results
for families, as well as pending legislation that could assist counties with the cost of
foster care placement.

•

Minnesota’s Local Public Health Act (Minn. Stat. § 145A)
Presenter: TBA

The Local Public Health Act (Minn. Stat. § 145A) outlines the shared public health
responsibilities of Minnesota’s state and local government. It establishes
accountability for funding, provides guidelines for assessment and planning, requires
documented progress toward statewide goals, and assigns oversight to the
Commissioner of Health.
All community health boards have statutory responsibilities under the Local Public
Health Act. Join staff from local public health and the Minnesota Department of
Health to learn more about statute requirements, how funding is allocated and how
community health boards are reimbursed.

4:30 - 6:00 P.M.

LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION

Hors d’oeuvres will be served, but dinner is “on your own.”
Garden Court East (Garden/Pool Level)

Friday, March 11
7:00 A.M.

REGISTRATION OPEN

8:00 A.M.

BREAKFAST / WELCOME / GENERAL SESSION

9:30 – 10:30 A.M.

GENERAL SESSION

•

Steve Simon, Minnesota Secretary of State

*There will be no shuttles to the Capitol because of the ongoing renovations, but you can still either drive yourself
there or take the convenient Green Line Light Rail from the hotel to the Capitol.

2016 AMC Legislative Conference Schedule – Continued.

10:30 – 11:45 A.M.

ISSUE BREAKOUT SESSIONS III
•

Making An Impact In The Siting Of Energy Facilities

Presenters: Commissioner John Tuma, Public Utilities Commission (PUC)
Tricia DeBleeckere, PUC Staff Analyst

There are major changes in the energy field requiring greater siting of solar, wind
and pipelines throughout the state. Learn more about the practices the Public
Utilities Commission (PUC) uses to site these energy facilities and join us for a
conversation on how to enhance your involvement as a local government official in
those PUC decisions.
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) regulates three cornerstone service
industries in Minnesota's economy: electricity, natural gas and telephone. The
Commission's mission is to protect and promote the public's interest in safe,
adequate and reliable utility services at fair, reasonable rates.

•

Economic Disparities
Presenters: Commissioner Katie Clark Sieben, Department of Employment and Economic
Development
Sam Grant, Everybody In
Heather Gleason, South Central Minnesota Workforce Council

Data shows that people of color make up the fastest growing segment of our
population; unfortunately, data shows also shows that these members of our
communities are more likely to live in poverty; less likely to own their own home; and
more likely experience inequity in employment. While this issue exists nationally,
Minnesota has the largest incidence of disparities in the country. The economic
struggles of minority Minnesotans have received renewed attention from policy
makers, after the release of Census data highlighting the stark contrast in
economic success between white and minority Minnesotans.
In this workshop, we will hear how the Administration is tackling this issue, and also
some promising examples of counties working to address the gaps in the arenas of
workforce development, economic development, and housing.

•

The Ever Changing World of Assessing: Shifting Trends in Assessing which should
have Counties Caring
Iverson, Reuvers, Condon Partner Jason Kuboushek will review recent tax court
cases which have far reaching implications beyond the immediate counties
involved. Learn more about disconcerting trends regarding environmental
easements and “dark store” assessing and what it could mean for your county’s
bottom line.

12:00 P.M.

LUNCH / GENERAL SESSION

ADJOURN

*There will be no shuttles to the Capitol because of the ongoing renovations, but you can still either drive yourself
there or take the convenient Green Line Light Rail from the hotel to the Capitol.

Attachment 9.0

Jackson County Judicial Ditch (JD) #30 Branch A-1
Final Hearing
November 5, 2015
1. Call to order
Managers: Jim Buschena, Dale Bartosh, and Bruce Leinen
Staff: Jan Voit
Others: Chuck Brandel, I & S Group; Brian ; Bruce Sellers, Wendland, Sellers, and Bromeland;
Kevin Nordquist, Jackson County; Dave Macek, Jackson County; Mike Tow, Tow Law Firm,
Ltd.; Dave Henkels, Jackson County; Ron Ringquist, Tom Mahoney, Geoff Johnson, Jerry
Daberkow, Mike Schulz, Marianne Burmeister, Dennis Daberkow, Jean Kocak, Florence
Peterson, Armond Dorschner, Nancy Dorschner, Doug Hansen, Dave Hansen, Jer Burmeister,
Lori Nesseth, Steve Cook, Mike Boyenga, and Nichole Kruse
The Board of Managers of the Heron Lake Watershed District (HLWD), acting as a drainage
authority under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103E, held a final hearing on the petition to
improve Jackson County JD #30 Branch A-1, review the petition, the Engineer’s Final Report,
the Viewers’ Report, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Commissioner’s Final
Advisory Report, and take testimony from all interested parties to determine whether to
establish the proposed project or dismiss the petition. The board of managers was
introduced. A quorum being present, Jim Buschena declared the meeting to be open at 8:09
p.m.
The petitioner’s attorney, Bruce Sellers, was called upon to review the history of the project
and proceedings to date.
2. Determine sufficiency of petition and bond
The first item of business was to determine the sufficiency of the petition. The petition was
previously determined to be sufficient and the board has received no new information which
would change that determination. The current bond on file with the petition has a balance of
$4,688.35, which is deemed adequate at this time.
3. Read DNR Commissioner’s report
The next item of business was to permit the Commissioner of Natural Resources to give his
final advisory report regarding the proposed drainage project. Whereas the Commissioner
was not present, Jan Voit read the Commissioner’s Final Advisory Report, dated September
14, 2015, into the record.
Jim Buschena made a motion to close discussion on the Commissioner’s Final Advisory
Report. Dale Bartosh seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
4. Engineer’s Report
The next item of business was to receive, review, and discuss the engineer’s final report.
Chuck Brandel gave a PowerPoint presentation that summarized the final engineer’s report
including an overview of the project, history of the ditch, separable maintenance, adequacy
of outlet, and estimated costs. His recommendations were that the existing system is
inadequate, the project is practical and necessary, and that the outlet is adequate. The

engineer recommended ordering the improvement.
Chuck Brandel asked that if the projects are approved, they could be bid as one package
rather than three separate projects.
Discussion was held regarding the expected life of bioreactors, standards for installation,
protection from sedimentation, and bioreactor failure. It was also held about concrete and
dual wall tile, age of the tile and tile failure, and the possibility of adding on to the bioreactor.
Jim Buschena made a motion to close discussion on the engineer’s report. Dale Bartosh
seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
5. Viewers’ Report
The next item of business was to receive, review, and discuss the viewers’ reports. Ron
Ringquist, one of the viewers, presented a summary of the reports, and specifically reviewed:
the method used to calculate benefits, the method used to calculate damages, and the net
benefits of the project.
Ron Ringquist explained the redetermination and determination of benefits process, how the
viewers work as a team, benefit classifications, income approach to value, and the benefits
and damages statement. The benefits are greater than the costs.
Jim Buschena made a motion to close discussion on the viewers’ report. Bruce Leinen
seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
6. Taking and consideration of testimony by interested persons
The next item of business was to receive, review, and discuss testimony from any interested
person relating to the project which has not been previously covered. Jim Buschena asked if
anyone had any questions or concerns. There was one comment about difficulty reading the
information on the slides.
7. Action by the Board
Jim Buschena stated that since all reports and comment have been received and considered,
the next item of business was for the board to make findings relative to establishment of the
proposed project.
PROPOSED FINDINGS TO ESTABLISH THE DRAINAGE PROJECT
Jim Buschena made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the detailed
survey report and viewers' report have been made and other proceedings have been
completed under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103E. Dale Bartosh seconded this. Motion
carried unanimously.
Dale Bartosh made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the reports
made or amended are complete and correct. Bruce Leinen seconded this. Motion carried
unanimously.
Bruce Leinen made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the damages
and benefits have been properly determined. Jim Buschena seconded this. Motion carried
unanimously.
Jim Buschena made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the estimated

benefits are greater than the total estimated cost, including damages. Dale Bartosh seconded
this. Motion carried unanimously.
Dale Bartosh made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the proposed
drainage project will be of public utility and benefit, and will promote the public health. Bruce
Leinen seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Bruce Leinen made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the proposed
drainage project is practicable. Jim Buschena seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Jim Buschena made a motion that based upon the findings, the board issue its order:
containing the drainage authority's findings, adopting and confirming the viewers' report as
made or amended, and establishing the proposed drainage project as reported and amended.
Dale Bartosh seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Dale Bartosh made a motion that the Jackson County Auditor be contacted by petitioner’s
attorney to confirm the length of time and number of annual statements in which the
assessments for the project shall be paid and the interest rate to be borne by the drainage
lien, and whether drainage bonds are to be issued to finance the construction, including the
rate of interest for such bonds; and that this information be included in the final resolution
and order. Bruce Leinen seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Bruce Leinen made a motion that the attorney for petitioners shall draft the resolution and
order establishing the drainage project and forward the draft order to the watershed’s
attorney for review. Upon review and approval as to form and content by the watershed
attorney, the resolution and order will be considered and adopted at the next open meeting
of the board of managers, and duly issued forthwith. Jim Buschena seconded this. Motion
carried unanimously.
Jim Buschena made a motion to adjourn the hearing at 8:34 p.m. Dale Bartosh seconded this.
Motion carried unanimously.

Dale Bartosh
Secretary

Jackson County Judicial Ditch (JD) #30
Final Hearing
November 5, 2015
1. Call to order
Managers: Jim Buschena, Dale Bartosh, and Bruce Leinen
Staff: Jan Voit
Others: Chuck Brandel, I & S Group; Brian ; Bruce Sellers, Wendland, Sellers, and Bromeland;
Kevin Nordquist, Jackson County; Dave Macek, Jackson County; Mike Tow, Tow Law Firm,
Ltd.; Dave Henkels, Jackson County; Ron Ringquist, Tom Mahoney, Geoff Johnson, Jerry
Daberkow, Mike Schulz, Marianne Burmeister, Dennis Daberkow, Jean Kocak, Florence
Peterson, Armond Dorschner, Nancy Dorschner, Doug Hansen, Dave Hansen, Jer Burmeister,
Lori Nesseth, Steve Cook, Mike Boyenga, and Nichole Kruse
The Board of Managers of the Heron Lake Watershed District (HLWD), acting as a drainage
authority under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103E, held a final hearing on the petition to
improve Jackson County JD #30, review the petition, the Engineer’s Final Report, the Viewers’
Report, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Commissioner’s Final Advisory Report,
and take testimony from all interested parties to determine whether to establish the
proposed project or dismiss the petition. The board of managers was introduced. A quorum
being present, Jim Buschena declared the meeting to be open at 7:00 p.m.
The petitioner’s attorney, Bruce Sellers, was called upon to review the history of the project
and proceedings to date.
2. Determine sufficiency of petition and bond
The first item of business was to determine the sufficiency of the petition. The petition was
previously determined to be sufficient and the board has received no new information which
would change that determination. The current bond on file with the petition has a balance of
$66,047.80, which is deemed adequate at this time.
3. Read DNR Commissioner’s report
The next item of business was to permit the Commissioner of Natural Resources to give his
final advisory report regarding the proposed drainage project. Whereas the Commissioner
was not present, Jan Voit read the Commissioner’s Final Advisory Report, dated September
14, 2015, into the record. The engineer was asked to specifically address the
recommendations/comments contained in paragraphs 3, 4, and 5 of the DNR’s letter on JD
30 relating to exploration of rate control options at the South Heron Lake outlet to reduce
sediment and nutrients, the option of a two-stage ditch, and coordination with the Board of
Water and Soil Resources regarding work in Reinvest In Minnesota Easements.
Chuck Brandel sent a response letter to the DNR on October 22, 2015. The letter specifically
addressed the recommendations/comments contained above. He read the letter into the
record. Kevin Mixon sent an email expressing thanks for receiving the response letter.

4. Engineer’s Report
The next item of business was to receive, review, and discuss the engineer’s final report.
Chuck Brandel gave a PowerPoint presentation that summarized the final engineer’s report
including an overview of the project, history of the ditch, separable maintenance, adequacy
of outlet, and estimated costs. His recommendations were that the existing system is
inadequate, the project is practical and necessary, and that the outlet is adequate. The
engineer recommended ordering the improvement.
Discussion was held regarding the wood chip bioreactor, grant application, and funding
mechanism.
Chuck Brandel asked that if the projects are approved, they could be bid as one package
rather than three separate projects.
Discussion was held regarding the open ditch and number of acres taken out of production,
reimbursement for damages, ditch alignment, flow through the system, the potential for
erosion, separable maintenance, and ditch depth.
5. Viewers’ Report
The next item of business was to receive, review, and discuss the viewers’ reports. Ron
Ringquist, one of the viewers, presented a summary of the reports, and specifically reviewed:
the method used to calculate benefits, the method used to calculate damages, and the net
benefits of the project.
Ron Ringquist explained the redetermination and determination of benefits process, how the
viewers work as a team, benefit classifications, income approach to value, and the benefits
and damages statement.
Discussion was held regarding the difference between a repair and an improvement,
separable maintenance, and project costs. The benefits exceed the costs, even though a lot
of the costs are for maintenance.
Jim Buschena made a motion to close discussion on the viewers’ report. Bruce Leinen
seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
6. Taking and consideration of testimony by interested persons
The next item of business was to receive, review, and discuss testimony from any interested
person relating to the project which has not been previously covered. Jim Buschena asked if
anyone had any questions or concerns. No questions or comments were received.
7. Action by the Board
Jim Buschena stated that since all reports and comment have been received and considered,
the next item of business was for the board to make findings relative to establishment of the
proposed project.
PROPOSED FINDINGS TO ESTABLISH THE DRAINAGE PROJECT
Jim Buschena made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the detailed

survey report and viewers' report have been made and other proceedings have been
completed under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103E. Dale Bartosh seconded this. Motion
carried unanimously.
Dale Bartosh made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the reports
made or amended are complete and correct. Bruce Leinen seconded this. Motion carried
unanimously.
Bruce Leinen made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the damages
and benefits have been properly determined. Jim Buschena seconded this. Motion carried
unanimously.
Jim Buschena made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the estimated
benefits are greater than the total estimated cost, including damages. Dale Bartosh seconded
this. Motion carried unanimously.
Dale Bartosh made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the proposed
drainage project will be of public utility and benefit, and will promote the public health. Bruce
Leinen seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Bruce Leinen made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that the proposed
drainage project is practicable. Jim Buschena seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Jim Buschena made a motion that based upon the findings, the board issue its order:
containing the drainage authority's findings; adopting and confirming the viewers' report as
made or amended; and establishing the proposed drainage project as reported and amended.
Dale Bartosh seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Dale Bartosh made a motion that the Jackson County Auditor be contacted by petitioner’s
attorney to confirm the length of time and number of annual statements in which the
assessments for the project shall be paid and the interest rate to be borne by the drainage
lien, and whether drainage bonds are to be issued to finance the construction, including the
rate of interest for such bonds; and that this information be included in the final resolution
and order. Bruce Leinen seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Bruce Leinen made a motion that based upon the evidence, the board find that only a
separable portion of the existing drainage system will be improved and that this portion also
needs repair. Jim Buschena seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Jim Buschena made a motion that based on the evidence, the board determine and assess,
by order, that the amount of $707,300.00 be allocated as repairs and assessed against all
property benefited by the entire drainage system, and that the balance of the cost of the
improvement be assessed in addition to the repair assessment against the property benefited
by the improvement. Dale Bartosh seconded this. Motion carried unanimously.
Dale Bartosh made a motion that the attorney for petitioners shall draft the resolution and
order establishing the drainage project and forward the draft order to the watershed’s
attorney for review. Upon review and approval as to form and content by the watershed

attorney, the resolution and order will be considered and adopted at the next open meeting
of the board of managers, and duly issued forthwith. Bruce Leinen seconded this. Motion
carried unanimously.
Bruce Leinen made a motion that the hearing be adjourned. Jim Buschena seconded this.
Motion carried unanimously.

Dale Bartosh
Secretary

Attachment 9.2

ADMINISTRATION
INTEROFFICE
MEMORANDUM

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals,
families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.”
“Looking forward with purpose”

1)

TO:

Board of Commissioners

FROM:

County Administration

DATE:

January 26, 2016

SUBJECT:

Recruitment Update

Deputy Sheriff
Requested:
Board Approved:
Posted:
Closes:
Status:

10/26/15-12/24/15
01/05/16-01/05/16
10/29/15-/1/8/16
Open until filled-PT and 1/22/16-FT

2)

Correctional Officer
Requested:
12/04/15
Board Approved: 01/06/15
Posted:
12/04/15
Closes:
12/15/15
Status:
Background being conducted

3)

Highway Maintenance Worker
Requested:
12/15/15
Board Approved: 12/22/15
Posted:
12/23/15
Closes:
01/08/16
Status:
Hired Jason Appel

4)

Library Page
Requested:
Board Approved:
Posted:
Closes:
Status:

(Sheriff-PT/Int)
1-FT

(Sheriff-1 )

(PW-1 Temp)

(Library)
12/28/15
01/05/16
12/29/15
01/15/16
Interviews scheduled
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