














































































































































































 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals, 

 families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.” 

 

“Looking forward with purpose.” 
 

COMMISSIONER BRIEFING 
February 19, 2019 

Mediation proposal 
With Splitrock Landscaping 

Tom Johnson, Administration 
Issue:    

The project for ADA compliance and Landscaping went to mediation. 
 
Discussion:   

The project began in early 2018 and has been constantly hampered by weather and rejection 
of concrete components. Based on the status and the AIA contract, mediation was proposed 
by our counsel, Rinke Noonan, and the counsel of Splitrock Landscaping, the general 
contractor. The mediator was able to get each side to an agreeable solution providing the 
board approves.  
The solution is for the county to pay an additional $10,000.00 to the funds already paid to 
Splitrock and they will ‘walk away’. Based on the project budget and spending to date, we 
believe we can complete the project within budget from the original CIP amount. 
 
Options:    
Approve the proposal attached. 
Do not approve 
 
Recommendation: 

The mediation team of Justin Ahlers, Matt Widboom, Tom Johnson and Roger Justin of Rinke 
Noonan recommend approval to pay an additional $10,000 to the funds already paid to 
Splitrock Landscaping. 
 
 
 
 

    
   

 
 
 





 

Updated Feb. 14, 2019 

2019 
NOBLES COUNTY 

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 
 

NOBLES COUNTY HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE:   

 (2 yr terms expiring 12/31; Term Limit: 3 consecutive terms) 
 Vacant     Provider Service/Health     2016 
 Vacant     Provider Service/Health     2015 
 Vacant      Provider Service/Health     2015 
 Tara Thompson    Consumer Representative/Health  2019 
 Scott Johnson, Avera McKennan Provider Service/Human Service   2019 
 Vacant     Provider Service/Human Service   2016 
 Vacant     Consumer Representative/Health  2016 
 Lee Stewart    Consumer Representative/Human Service 2020 
 Beth Hoekstra    Consumer Representative/Human Service 2019 
 Vacant      Consumer Representative/Human Service 2013 
 David Benson    Corrections      2019 
 Vacant     At Large/Health      2014 
 Pam Deuel     At Large/Health      2019 
 Vacant     At Large/Human Service     2018 
 Vacant     At Large/Human Service    2015 
*Background: 15 members governed by Minnesota Statute §402, sections 402.01 - 402.10) 

 
DEVELOPMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT CENTER: 
           (3 yr terms expiring 12/31; No Term Limits) 

Marcia Jonas, Adrian-unexpired term    2019 
Sally Ann Johnson, Worthington     2019 
Dolores Ella, Worthington     2020 
James Elsing, Fulda (resigned Feb. 2019)   2020 

 Amy Woitalewicz, Worthington     2020 
Stacie Golombiecki, Worthington (completing 3

rd
 term)   2021 

Doug White, Fulda (apptd 3/3/15 to unexpired term; completing 1
st
 full term) 2021  

Jesse Leopold, Worthington (apptd 8/21/18 to unexpired term)  2021 
 

Robert Demuth, Jr., (County of Nobles - Representation as required by law) 
*Background: Operated under Minnesota Statute 245B 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE: 
           (Terms 3 years expiring December 31; No Term Limits) 

OFFICERS: 
Kelli Van Grouw, Worthington  (Health Care)   Dec. 2022 
Steve Schnieder, Worthington  (Public Works)   Dec. 2019 
Peter Ekadu, Worthington  (Public Health)   Dec. 2019 
Nancy Veen    (Public Safety Supervisor) Dec. 2019 
Rick vonHoldt, Worthington  (Fire Services)   Dec. 2020 
David McNab, Brewster   (Emergency Medical Services) Dec. 2020 
Tom Johnson, Worthington  (Government Administration) Dec. 2020 
Kent Wilkening, Worthington  (Law Enforcement)  Dec. 2021 
Molly (Getzel) Schneider, Brewster (Hazardous Materials)  Dec. 2021 
EX OFFICIO MEMBERS: 
Don Linssen    (County of Nobles) 
Justin Ahlers    (County of Nobles) 
Joyce Jacobs    (Emergency Management) 

*Background: 10 members governed by bylaws approved 12/18/2012 

Terms Expiring: (BOLD) 

Purple-Not eligible for reappt. 

Green-Not interested in reappt. 

Yellow-Interested in reappt. 

Blue-Vacant 
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EXTENSION COMMITTEE:  
           (3 yr terms expiring 12/31; No Term Limits) 

Julie Buntjer, Worthington     2021      
(apptd 8/24/10 unexpired term; apptd 12/22/15 to 2

nd
 term; appted 1/8/19 to 3

rd
 term) 

Brad Meester, Bigelow      2019 
Brenda Baerenwald, Brewster     2019 
Megan Prins, Worthington     2020 
Kile Behrends, Worthington     2020 
Matt Widboom, County of Nobles 
Justin Ahlers, County of Nobles 
Beth Van Hove, Auditor-Treasurer 

(Five members at large, plus two County Commissioners, County Auditor, and 2 youth serving on CEC as 
designated by the 4-H Federation) 
*Background: Governed by Minnesota Statute §33 2002, sections 33 – 38 and U of M  
  Extension County Extension Committees Guidelines 
 
HERON LAKE WATERSHED BOARD OF MANAGERS: 
   (Terms 3 years expiring February 24, not February 14; No Term Limits) 
Per Jan Voit 1/24/19: Because the HLWD was created on February 24, 1970, all manager appointments 
begin on February 24.   

Mark Bartosh, Dundee (apptd 1/8/19)  (Nobles County) 2022 
Bruce Leinen, Fulda    (Nobles County) 2021 

*Background: Governed by Minnesota Statute 103D.331 
 

JOINT AIRPORT ZONING BOARD: *Contacted City of Worthington 
 Appointed 3-22-11    (Indefinite term) 
 Vacant   
 Duane Schmitz, Brewster 
*Background: Governed by Minnesota Statute 103D.331 
 
JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION (JT JURISDICTIONAL): 
       (Terms 3 years expiring December 31) 
 Jeff Barber, Worthington   (Lorain Twp.)  2019 
 Tom Wiese, Round Lake (apptd 12/22/15 & 12/18/18 (Lorain Twp.)  2021 
 Matt Widboom, Worthington   (County of Nobles) 2020 
 Robert Demuth Jr., Worthington   (County of Nobles) 2018  
 Larry Janssen, Worthington   (City of Wgtn)  2019 
 Amy Ernst, Worthington    (City of Wgtn)  2020 
 Vacant       (Wgtn. Twp.)  2018 
 Troy Wietzema, Worthington   (Wgtn. Twp.)  2019 
(Eight members, two from each local unit of government.  Ex-officio members:  Co. Planning & Zoning 
Administrator, City Planning & Zoning Administrator and County Attorney) 
*Background: Governed by Ordinance 
 
JOINT POWERS TRANSIT AUTHORITY: 
 

Donald Linssen, Commissioner 
Justin Ahlers, Commissioner 
County Administrator 

 
KANARANZI-LITTLE ROCK WATERSHED BOARD OF MANAGERS:  

(Terms 3 years expiring October 7) 
Tim Taylor, Adrian  (Nobles County)  2019 
Coleen Gruis, Rushmore (Nobles County)  2020 
Jerry Brake, Wilmont  (Nobles County)  2020 
Layton Gruis, Adrian  (Nobles County)  2021 
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LIBRARY BOARD:   
  (Terms 3 years expiring June 30; Term Limits: 3 consecutive 3 year terms) 

Katherine Craun, Worthington  (District 5)  2019 
Peg Faber, Adrian   (At-large)  2019 
Marlene Greve, Adrian   (District 2)  2020 
Vacant      (District 4)  2018 
Charlene Wintz, Round Lake  (District 1)  2021 
Mary Larson, Worthington  (District 3)  2021 
Gene Metz, County of Nobles  (At-large)   

*Background: Governed by Minnesota Statute 134(One member from each Commissioner District plus 
two members appointed at large.  The Board of County Commissioners shall appoint one of their own 
members.  Members may serve 3 consecutive 3 year terms; a former Board member may be reappointed 
after a lapse of one year.  If member appointed to unexpired term and serves more than 1 ½ yrs, 
considered full term.  If that member serves 50% or less of unexpired term, it does not count toward a full 
term.) 
 
OKABENA-OCHEDA WATERSHED BOARD OF MANAGERS 

(Terms 3 years expiring October 31) 
Rolf Mahlberg, Worthington     2019 
Jeff Rogers, Worthington     2020 
Casey Ingenthron, Worthington     2020 
Jay Milbrandt, Worthington     2021 
Steve Bousema, Worthington     2021 

*Background: Governed by Minnesota Statute 103D.331 
 

PARK BOARD: 
(Terms 3 years expiring January 31) 

Tom Ahlberg, Worthington  (District IV)  2020 
Gary Hibma, Brewster   (District I)  2020 
Ann Lange, Adrian   (District II)  2021 
Roger Nelson    (District V)  2021 
Galen Benton, Worthington  (At-large)  2022 
(apptd 1/24/17 unexpired term; apptd 1/8/19 
Roger Henning, Rushmore   (District III)   2022 
(apptd 9/20/16 unexpired term; apptd 1/8/19) 
EX OFFICIO: 
Donald Linssen, County of Nobles 

(One from each Commissioner District plus one member appointed at large) 
 
PERSONNEL BOARD OF APPEALS: 

(Terms 3 years expiring December 31) 
Scott Hain, Worthington      2019  
Katie Meyer, Worthington     2020 
Jenny Andersen, Worthington     2021 
 

PLANNING ADVISORY COMMISSION: 
(Terms 3 years expiring December 31) 

Marvin Zylstra, Worthington  (District I)  2019 
Travis Burnham, Worthington  (District V)  2019 
Brent Feikema, Lismore   (District II)  2019 
Larry Boots, Worthington  (District IV)  2019 
David Thier, Rushmore   (District III)  2020  
Richard Schlichte, Worthington  (District IV)  2020 
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Dave Vander Kooi, Worthington  (District III)  2020  
Ronald Ozmun, Worthington(apptd 1/19/16; 12/18/18) (District IV)  2021 
John Penning, Wilmont (apptd 12/22/15; 12/18/18) (District II)  2021 
Jay Clarke, Brewster (apptd 12/18/18) (District I)  2021 
Robert Demuth Jr., Worthington  (Commissioner)    

 (Ex Officio Members: County Attorney and Zoning Officer) 
(Shall consist of 11 members of which two shall be appointed from each Commissioner District and one 
shall be a County Commissioner.) 
 
REVOLVING LOAN FUND REVIEW COMMITTEE: 
 
       (Terms 2 years expiring August 31) 

Brad Meester, Bigelow (apptd 1/8/19 to unexpired term)(Citizen)    2020 
Jim Nickel, Worthington   (Citizen)    2019 
Raymond Konz, Adrian State Bank (Financial Institution-Greater Nobles Co.)  2019 
Doug Tate, Worthington Federal  (Financial Institution-Worthington) 2020 
(EX OFFICIO: WREDC Manager, CHAIR: County Administrator, 2 – Commissioners  
2 - WREDC Appts,  

 
ROCK-NOBLES COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS EXECUTIVE BOARD 
       (Terms 3 years expiring January 31) 

Robert Demuth, Jr.   (Commissioner) 
Justin Ahlers    (Commissioner) 
Mike Harmon, Worthington  (Public)   2021 
David Benson, Bigelow    (Public)   2021 

 
(Members 4 from Nobles and 3 from Rock) 
 
SOUTHWESTERN MENTAL HEALTH CENTER - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

(Terms 3 years expiring December 31) 
David Benson (apptd 12/22/15; 12/18/18)    2021  
Matt Widboom, Commissioner 
Robert Demuth, Jr., Commissioner 

 
TRAVEL SOUTHWEST MINNESOTA, INC: 

(Terms 3 years expiring December 31) 
Vacant        2018 
Darlene Macklin, Worthington     2019 
Tyler Kuntson, Worthington     2020 

 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: 

(Terms 3 years expiring December 31) 
Ron McCarvel, Brewster   (District I)  2019 
John Penning, Wilmont (Unexpired term)  (District II for District V) 2020 
Brent Feikema, Lismore (unexpired term) (District II)  2020  
Mike Harmon, Worthington  (apptd 12/18/18)  (District IV)  2021 
Michael Hoeft (apptd 12/18/18)   (District I)  2021 
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Heron Lake Watershed District (HLWD) 
Regular Meeting 
December 18, 2018 

1. Call to Order 
Bruce Leinen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
Managers present: Bruce Leinen, Jim Buschena, Gary Ewert, Wayne Rasche, and Harvey 
Kruger 
Staff: Jan Voit and Catherine Wegehaupt 
Others: John Shea, Nobles Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD); Sandy Kalfs, 
Lloyd Kalfs, Mark Bartosh, and Paul Pietz 

2. Agenda 
Wayne Rasche made a motion to approve the agenda. Gary Ewert seconded this. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

3. Minutes 
Gary Ewert made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 20 regular 
meeting. Harvey Kruger seconded this. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Treasurer’s Report 
Jan Voit presented the treasurer’s report and bills payable. Harvey Kruger made a 
motion to approve the treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Jim Buschena seconded this. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

5. Letter of Support 
Nobles County’s policy allows for letters of recommendation for candidate 
reappointment. Discussion was held regarding whether this had been done in the past 
and reasons why or why not the board should submit a letter. Jim Buschena made a 
motion to approve the letter of support. Harvey Kruger seconded this. In favor: 
Buschena, Kruger, Leinen. Opposed: Rasche. Abstain: Ewert. Motion carried. 

6. HLWD Project 6 Redetermination of Benefits (ROB) 
Following the November meeting, a list of questions about the ROB process was 
developed. Gary Ewert spoke with Ron Ringquist regarding the questions. Jan Voit sent 
them to Louis Smith, HLWD legal counsel. The answers to the questions were 
distributed to managers in the meeting packet. 

Gary Ewert explained that the ROB gives the county auditor the opportunity to assess 
benefits at the current rate. ROBs are sometimes done on a county-wide basis because 
the auditor wants the updated figures. Ongoing repairs might trigger an ROB. An 
improvement is a separate issue.  

Wayne Rasche asked what percent determines a valuation change. Gary Ewert 
explained that the valuation of the system has already changed because of the time 
passed from when it was installed until now. Property values change and assessments 
assigned at the time the ditch was installed are no longer accurate at current economic 
values. 
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tree removal. If the MCC grant is awarded, it is a project on which they could work. The 
board was informed that volunteers are willing to remove the trees. Jan Voit will discuss 
next steps with DNR. 

Harvey Kruger asked about the vendor for the cover crop winter workshop. Arnt Aerial 
Spraying was not asked to participate. Catherine Wegehaupt explained that the Jackson 
SWCD Soil Health List was used as a basis for vendor invitations. Anyone interested in 
being listed as a cover crop vendor was asked at last year’s cover crop event. Arnt Aerial 
Spraying was in attendance at that event. The list has been approved by the Jackson 
SWCD. If other vendors want to be included on the list, all they have to do is make that 
request. 

12. Adjournment 
 The meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m. 
 

Harvey Kruger 
Secretary 



NOBLES COUNTY ART CENTER BOARD MEETING MINUTES:  

 

 

DATE: February 5, 2019 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 David Benson, Jean Bunge, Margaret Erickson, Kimberly Jansen-Kooistra, Tricia Mikle, Katelyn  

Middagh, Susan Middagh, Bobbie Alsgaard-Lien, Nancy Jo Hambleton, Matt Widboom (County Commissioner) 

 

 

In attendance: Tricia Mikle, Adrienne Herbert, Katelyn Middagh, Kimberly Jansen-Kooistra, Susan Middagh, Margaret 

Erickson, Matt Widboom,  

 

Meeting called to order by: Margaret                  Approval of the Minutes: Tricia, Katelyn seconded 

 

Treasurer's Report:  

Expenditures: January 258.04; Income: January 788.00 

 

Director's Report:    The current show, Prairie Wind Photographers will run until the end of February when the District 

518 Student Show begins.  Last year attendance for the reception was 250 people.  The District 518 Student Show runs 

until March 27th.  The Area Art Show reception will be April 7th from 1-4 p.m.  We are still searching for a judge for this 

juried show.  Kimberly Jansen-Kooistra taught a colored pencil class on January 26th from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  during which 

suggestions were given for ideas for future classes.  The results were Watercolor, Copic markers and Printmaking.  In 

addition, Joanne Alberda's show at the Memorial Auditorium is displaying all new work from January 1 until May 31, 

2019. 

  

Old Business:  There was continued discussion about using an area in the Nobles County Art Center for member work.  

The large tv in the back may be used for instructional purposes.  The discussion of producing a yearly newsletter is 

tabled until the next meeting. 

 

New Business:   It was voted and approved to accept two new Nobles County Art Center Board members, Micah and 

Adry Stafford, tabling the addition of Chris Basil as a board member until next meeting. 

 

Margaret will develop a contract for future performing artists at the Nobles County Art Center pertaining to copyright 

responsibility. 

 

Next meeting is Tues.  March 5, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Adjourn: Katelyn    Seconded: Tricia 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by:  Adrienne Herbert, Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 







 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In cooperation with our citizens, we improve the quality of life for individuals, 

 families and communities by fostering a healthy economy and environment.” 

 

“Looking forward with purpose” 
 
 TO: Board of Commissioners  
 
 FROM: County Administration 
 
 DATE: February 13, 2019 
 
 SUBJECT: Recruitment Update 
 
 
1) Correctional Officer                     (Sheriff) 
  Requested:  11/09/18            
  Board Approved: 01/02/18 
  Posted:  12/31/18 
  Closes:  01/11/19 
 Status: Hired Evan Voss 
2) Library Director                     (Library) 
  Requested:  11/13/18            
  Board Approved: 01/02/18 
  Posted:  11/21/18 
  Closes:  open until filled-first review 1/4/19 
 Status: Background check being conducted 
 
3) Property Appraiser/Property Appraiser I              (Assessor) 
  Requested:  01/18/19            
  Board Approved: 01/08/19 
  Posted:  01/18/19 
  Closes:  open until filled-first review 02/1/19 
  Status:  Hired Nicole Benda 
  
4) Deputy Assessor                  (Assessor) 
  Requested:  11/06/18            
  Board Approved: 11/06/18 
  Posted:  01/18/19 
  Closes:  open until filled-first review 02/1/19 
 Status:  
 
 

   ADMINISTRATION 
 INTEROFFICE 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
5) Public Health Nurse Supervisor             (Community Services) 
  Requested:  12/03/18            
  Board Approved: 01/02/18 
  Posted:  12/31/18 
  Closes:  01/09/19 
 Status: Extended opening 
 
6) Account Technician                     (Community Services) 
  Requested:  12/28/18             
  Board Approved: 01/02/18 
  Posted:  01/18/19 
  Closes:  01/28/19 
 Status: Hired Tessa Meyer 
 
7) Deputy County Administrator/Emergency Manager          (Administration) 
  Requested:  01/10/19             
  Board Approved: 01/08/19 
  Posted:  01/15/19 
  Closes:  Open until filled-first review 02/08/19 
 Status: Interviews scheduled 
 
8) Student Lawyer                       (Attorney) 
  Requested:  01/08/19             
  Board Approved: 01/08/19 
  Posted:  01/15/19 
  Closes:  Open until filled-first review 02/01/19  
 Status: Interview scheduled 
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