
NEON Minutes 
August 14, 2014, Worthington Fire Hall  
 
Introductions were made. 
 
Jan Voit of the Heron Lake Watershed, Ed Lenz of the Soil and Water Conservation District, Bruce Heitkamp of 
the Kanaranzi-Little Rock Watershed, and Rolf Mahlberg of the Okabena-Ocheda Watershed presented the group 
with a summary about who they are, what they do and how they work together.  They discussed their formation, 
governing boards, ability to levy taxes and apply for grants and the state mandated Nobles County  
Comprehensive Plan.  A copy of the power point presentation can be acquired from the Nobles County 
Administration office. 
 
Tom Johnson, Nobles County, had participated in an informational webinar on Broadband with the Blandin 
Foundation.  The Foundation has announced that they are seeking up to ten new Blandin Broadband 
Communities for 2015-16.  Applications will be accepted through October 17, 2014.  Broadband Innovation and 
Robust Network Feasibility grant application instructions will be released in October.  Anticipated grant application 
deadlines are December of 2014, and March, June and September of 2015.  Grant award amounts range from 
$1,000 to $25,000 and matching funds are required.  The IT and Broadband subcommittee will be meeting to 
discuss these opportunities. 
 
Dan Olsen, Windomnet, is a part of the MN Public Broadband Alliance which has been approached by the 
Blandin Foundation.  Dan spoke of collaboration with nearby counties and its successes.  Windomnet currently 
leases fiber out of the 511 building in Minneapolis but is participating in a project down to Omaha and they are 
ready for a capacity upgrade. Dan also spoke of the newly formed MICE (Midwest Internet Cooperative 
Exchange) to establish an Internet peering point in downtown Minneapolis. 
 
The Legislative Platform, Proposed NEON Bylaws, Proposed Mission Statement/Purpose and NEON Logo 
Samples will be brought forward to the September meeting due to the lack of time.  A presentation by the 
Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) will also be included. 
 
The meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


