
NEON Minutes 
July 10, 2014, BioTechnology Advancement Center  
 
Introductions were made. 
 
Tom Johnson, Nobles County, Blandin Foundation had participated in an informational webinar on Broadband. 
The State of MN Office of Broadband Development is still developing the criteria to apply for broadband grant 
funding. The schedule will hopefully be released by the end of September. It is anticipated that there will be a 30 
day turnaround time to submit an application probably by October 31st. They would take 6-8 weeks to review the 
applications with the anticipation they would award the grants by December 31st. They expect to have enough 
funds to award 5-6 projects.  Some of the grant money is already dedicated for the mapping project. The 
committee will start to work on getting a plan put together. Members were encouraged to forward area provider 
contact information to Tom. He will contact the area providers in an attempt to get them on board with the 
process.  
 
Applications through the Blandin Foundation for assistance with a feasibility study for rural MN will probably be 
due January 2015.  
 
The four school districts in Nobles County were invited to the meeting to share their school districts issues and 
concerns. John Landgaard, District 518, Worthington was present. 
 
John Landgaard shared information on the increased enrollment in District 518 and the need for more space and 
funding. The school board has decided to put the operating referendum on the November general election ballot. 
The current referendum funding expires the end of 2014. John explained how the state education dollars are 
distributed to the school district. In addition to the school facing space issues, other updates need to be done to 
Trojan Field to make the bleachers ADA compliant and the need for soccer accommodations. State mandates 
have increased including more reporting requirements, testing, teacher licensure requirements which increases 
the burden on the districts budget. John also explained areas of technology including students being issued ipads, 
mini ipads or tablets for grades K-12. Concerns with students having connectivity to these devises outside of 
school was also discussed. 
 
Craig Clark, City of Worthington gave an update on the Lewis and Clark water project and funding. There have 
been conversations with legislators and the State to understand all of the provisions of the legislation and 
complexity.  
 
Next month’s possible agenda items: Legislative Platform committee, proposed NEON bylaws, and watershed 
district presentations. 

Next meeting will be held on August 14, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. at the Worthington Fire Hall. The meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


