
NEON Minutes 
June 12, 2014, Worthington Fire Hall 
 
Introductions were made. 
 
Senator, Bill Weber was in attendance and provided a 2014 legislative summary. Lewis & Clark water system was 
funded through a cash bill however, there are still questions on the details of the bonding. There will be a 
conference call with the State next week. Bonding was approved for housing programs, greater MN was not 
funded as much. Passed $270 million tax bill. Some effort to move towards federal conformity for taxes. $20 
million of the $100 million requested dollars for broadband, but not as much as hoped for. Would have liked more 
dollars for roads and bridges but that didn’t happen.  
 
Tom Johnson, Nobles County, asked Senator Weber what legislators would like to see from the counties next 
year. Senator Weber responded they need to know the counties needs in regards to economic development, long 
term business plans for expansion and keep them posted on individual county needs and problems.  
 
There was a lot of group discussion on the Lewis & Clark water project. Some items were the effects on the 
burden this puts on the taxpayers to fund the project to Worthington, in Nobles County.    
 
Tom Johnson explained that there is an application for broadband funding through Blandin but there is a short 
application time frame. Blandin foundation is putting an analysis of maps where broadband is already located. 
The broadband committee will work on details. The committee will try to meet before the next NEON meeting. 
Sibley and Renville counties started a coop with 17 of 21 townships involved. Plum Creek Library System 
received grant dollars to lay fiber to their members and started to install it at the Nobles County library without 
communicating to us so they didn’t know we already have fiber to the building. Doug Knuth and Keith Stubbe 
would like to be included on the Broadband committee.  
 
Agency Reports 
Tom Johnson reported the county is investing $7 million in road projects. Without state bonding on the table the 
county may consider bonding for bridges and overlays. Gene Metz, Nobles County and Senator Weber reported 
that the metro received all of the bonding money for bridges.  
 
Bruce Heitkamp, City of Adrian reported that he contacted the City of Luverne and is collaborating with them for 
seal coating and thanked the NEON group for giving him the collaboration idea. Nobles Home Initiative (NHI) is 
going good. Contact Abraham with Worthington Regional Economic Development Corporation (WREDC) if 
anyone is interested.  
 
Tom Johnson reported that the home initiative has had 4 applications come before the County Board. Dundee 
has approved the concept of NHI, and is installing centralized sewer system and natural gas. Discussed 
cooperative purchasing in regards to gravel and culverts. 
 
Mike Kuhle, City of Worthington, reported approval for Rising Sun estates, Grand Ave. expansion, NHI have had 
a few applications and it’s important for this group to continue to work together. 
  
Robert Demuth Jr. asked Bruce Heitkamp the status of the railroad ties that were piled up around Adrian. Bruce 
responded that the ties were still there. The County has approved that Public Works would haul the railroad ties 
away if the railroad would load them.  
 
Senator Weber expressed that part of the success for the Lewis & Clark funding was due to local members of 
Lewis & Clark went to St. Paul and spent some time with the committee. 
 
Tom Johnson reported that Angelo Torres, Nobles County IT Director is working with the City of Worthington and 
Worthington Public Utilities. WREDC is also possible interested as they need a new server. Bruce Heitkamp 
asked if there was a possibility of a county wide server system.  
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A quick reminder to all to please share your ideas.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, we would still like to 
hear your thoughts! 
 
Next month’s agenda items: Broadband and Lewis & Clark updates. 

Next meeting will be held on July 10, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. at the Bio Technology Advancement Center (BAC) on 
1527 Prairie Dr.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


